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From staff reports

Northwest Georgia’s Congresswoman Marjo-
rie Taylor Greene received committee assign-
ments Tuesday, Jan. 17, after a ban during her 
first two years as the 14th District representative.

Greene won plum assignments on both the 
House Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability and the House Committee on Homeland 
Security, for the 118th Congress.

In a statement released Tuesday evening, Jan. 
17, she said oversight is one of the key agenda 
items for the Republican majority.

“We will return the role of the Oversight Com-
mittee to investigating waste, fraud, abuse, and 
mismanagement of the federal government, 
which is exactly what the American people are 
fed up with,” she said.

Both President Joe Biden and “every three- and 

four-letter agency” will have to answer to the 
oversight committee, she said, adding that the 
House Homeland Security Committee also plans 
to investigate administration failures.

“Our Southern border is being invaded by 
millions of illegal aliens, criminals, and poten-
tial terrorists. Our people are being murdered 
by Chinese fentanyl flooding in from the car-
tels. Our Border Patrol and ICE agents have 
their hands tied and have been turned into a 

welcoming committee by the Biden adminis-
tration. Cyber attacks continue on our nation’s 
people and businesses along with many more 
threats to our homeland,” Greene said.

Greene gets committee assignments

By Rebecca Grapevine
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — A record number 
of Georgians — over 846,000 
— signed up for health in-
surance for 2023 under the 
Affordable Care Act during 
the latest open enrollment 
period, which ended on Sun-
day, Jan. 15.

That’s about 8% of the 
state’s population, and at 
least 145,000 more than signed 
up for the program last year.

The program allows indi-
viduals — many of them low-
income or self-employed — 
to sign up for private health 
insurance. It offers signifi-
cant tax subsidies to offset 
insurance costs for people 
earning between 100% and 
400% of the federal poverty 
level, or between $13,590 and 
$54,360 for an individual.

The program has steadi-
ly grown in popularity in 
Georgia. Only about 316,000 
Georgians signed up in 2014, 
its first year.

In Georgia, 10 insurers 
offered plans for 2023, in-
cluding big players such as 
Aetna, Anthem and Ambet-
ter as well as upstarts like 
Oscar and Friday. However, 
not all of the plans are avail-
able in every county.

While open enrollment has 
closed for this year, Geor-
gians can still sign up for 
Healthcare.Gov plans un-
der certain circumstances, 
such as the loss of health 
care coverage, marriage or 
divorce, the birth or adop-
tion of a child, or a major 
change in income.

One reason the program 
has soared in popularity in 
Georgia is that the Infla-
tion Reduction Act a then-
Democratic Congress passed 
last year increased the dol-
lar amount of subsidies for 
people purchasing the health-
care plans.

About 80% of Affordable 
Care Act enrollees nationwide 
qualify for subsidies that re-
duce their monthly payments 
to less than $10, according 
to the federal Department of 
Health and Human Services.

“My last person I (helped) 
only paid $8 a month health-
care coverage for 2023,” 
Deanna Williams, an insur-
ance navigator who works 
at Georgians for a Healthy 
Future, said during a press 
conference last week. “A lot 
of people who I’ve helped, 
especially in my rural area 
… were shocked to know 
that they could get a plan.”

Despite its increasing pop-
ularity, the Affordable Care 
Act is not without contro-
versy in Georgia.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Fort Oglethorpe could be on the 
verge of a major makeover. It won’t 
happen overnight, City Manager 
Molly Huhn says, but the first steps 
have been taken and regular prog-
ress is being made.

With the help of the University of 
Georgia Carl Vinson Institute of Gov-
ernment, the Lyndhurst Foundation 
and others, the city has developed 
a 134-page concept plan for its his-
toric district.

The RSVP, or Renaissance Strategic 
Vision and Plan, tackles the historic 
district practically street by street with 
some pretty sleek and classy ideas.

But before going there, let’s start 
with the city’s new logo, which stands 
as an inspiration for everything to 
come. It’s simple, modern, historic 
and adaptable.

Designed largely by the Carl Vin-
son Institute, the logo features a 
giant O at its center. “Fort,” in a 
just-enough fancy font, sits above 
and a little inside the O and “Est. 
1949” balances the top to the right. 
Underneath is the full name of the 
city and state.

That’s the official city logo. To 
adapt it for the historic district, a 
horse is jumping through the O, in 
commemoration of the military fort 
days when polo was a popular sport 
on Barnhardt Circle.

The logo has also been adapted in 
vertical and horizontal designs and 
for the various city departments. It 

looks cool on signs, trucks, mugs, T-
shirts, hats, and fits nicely just about 

anywhere else, and will be showing 
up in different colors.

SIMPLE CHANGES
Many of the changes proposed for 

the historic district are simple but re-
markable in their effect: paint, trees, 
facade-type changes. 

The old library on Barnhardt Circle 
goes from looking stark and utilitar-
ian to blended and modern with just 
a paint job. 

The city plans to turn it into a Rec-
reation and Leisure Services head-
quarters.

SIMPLE OR NOT
RSVP includes two ideas regard-

ing the Performance Learning Cen-
ter on Barnhardt Circle, one simple 
and one dramatic. 

It could be painted to match the 
old library, giving it a sleeker look. 

A MAKEOVER FOR 
FORT OGLETHORPE

Georgia 
Affordable 
Care Act 
enrollment 
is soaring

Fort Oglethorpe

Maybe the most dramatic part of Fort Oglethorpe’s ideas for a historic district makeover is three-story buildings lining Lafayette Road.

Marjorie Taylor Greene

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Rome, takes a 
selfie with House Speaker Kevin McCarthy follow-
ing his election in the 15th round of balloting.

14TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Republican who lives 
in Rome, Ga., represents the 14th Congressional 
District, which is comprised of a 11 counties in 
Northwest Georgia, including Walker, Catoosa, 
Chattooga, Cobb (a portion of the county), Dade, 
Floyd, Gordon, Murray, Paulding, Polk, and Whitfield.

Fort Oglethorpe

One idea Fort Oglethorpe makeover planning includes is a possible new city 
hall on Barnhardt Circle. See FORT OGLETHORPE, A3

Above: Fort Oglethorpe’s makeover 
plan includes some things as simple as 
painting buildings new colors, like this 
transformation of the old library on 
Barnhardt Circle. Left: Fort Oglethorpe 
has a new logo.
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See ACA, A3


