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Taylorsville Baptist 
Church will be having 
revival services on Sun-
day, April 28 at 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m., and Monday, 
April 29 at 7 p.m. Dr. Brett 
Davis, founding pastor 
of Heritage Baptist, Cal-
houn will be preaching 
God’s Word. Everyone is 
invited. Taylorsville Bap-
tist is located at 19 Church 
Street, Taylorsville.

Join Wimberly Hill 
Baptist Church for their 
celebration of Home-
coming on Sunday, May 
5, 2019 from 10:30 a.m. 
until noon. The church 
will be featuring music 
from special guests the 
Heirborn Quartet.

Free Notary Training is 
coming up on Wednesday, 
May 15, 2019 in a session 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
or 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Polk County Courthouse 
with officials from Polk 
County Superior Court 
Clerk Stacie Baines office. 

See CALENDAR, A12

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjourn-

al.net

The opening arguments 
in a first hearing in the law-
suit between Polk County 
and ETC of Georgia, a sub-
sidiary of Waste Indus-
tries, began with a focus 
on odors, buzzards, run-off 
and whether soil cover on a 
daily basis or current solu-
tions of using tarps will be 

reduce many of the prob-
lems at the Grady Road 
Landfill and for surround-
ing property owners.

Several of those property 
owners took the stand to 
talk about those problems 
during a day of testimony 
on Wednesday in front of 
Cobb County Senior Judge 
Adele Grubbs, along with 
an expert witness for Polk 
County and a trio of County 
Commissioners before 

arguments in the hearing 
ended for the day.

They’ll be back in court 
on Tuesday, April 23 for 
attorneys for the landfill 
operators to come and pres-
ent their side of the case in 
a motion being presented 
to require Waste Industries 
to use six inches of daily 
soil cover, along with unre-
stricted and unannounced 
access to the landfill by 
a representative of the 

county.
Additionally called to the 

stand during the April 17 
hearing was George Gib-
bons, who is manager 
over the landfill for Waste 
Industries. He also is man-
ager of a South Fulton con-
struction and demolition 
landfill as well.

County Attorney Brad 
McFall was joined by David 
Flint in calling and ques-
tioning witnesses over their 

experiences and opinions 
on landfill operations in 
past years, and especially 
how neighboring property 
owners complaints and 
reported livestock deaths 
due to buzzards, among 
many other issues. Attor-
neys Matt Martin, John 
Husser and David Pep-
pers represented Waste 
Industries.

Complaints detailed in landfill lawsuit hearing

Staff  reports

Get ready for a lot of fun 
this weekend in Cedartown 
and opportunities a-plenty 
to see the talents of area 
creators for the 55th annual 
Cedar Valley Arts Festival 
coming up this Saturday 
and Sunday at Peek Park.

The annual festival will 
be kicking off with partici-
pants racing for the finish 
line for the annual 5K and 
new this year a 10k run this 
Saturday morning.

A fundraiser for the 
Cedartown Junior Ser-
vice League, the festival 
also provides the chance 
for parents and art lovers 
to see youth drawings and 
paintings on display in the 
tennis courts and dozens of 
vendors offering arts and 
crafts for sale.

Registration for the 
22nd annual Cedar Val-
ley Arts Festival 5K race 
can be found at Active.com. 
Awards will be given out to 
race winners and age cat-
egory winners.

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Polk County’s Antioch Baptist 
Church continues its 175 year leg-
acy as one of the oldest, longest-
running churches in the county.

A historical reenactment, story 
sharing, and a cake were just a few 
of the ways the attendees came 
together to honor the history of 
the building and the people who 
have worshiped there throughout 
the years.

Including the reenactment, the 
history was detailed through a slide-
show of photos and relics dating 
back to the church’s creation in 
1843. Additional items, photos, 
and registrars were put on display 
for attendees viewing pleasure, and 
with all said and done, it would have 
been difficult to leave the April 13 
celebration without having learned 
something.

Guests were also given the oppor-
tunity to share stories, and many 
took to the mic armed with anec-
dotes about growing up in the 
pews, eating with their families 
after services, and meeting new 
friends in the building. The event 
wasn’t focused solely on the past, 
and the members could be seen 
chatting and making new mem-
ories together while dining on a 
celebratory cake.

Betty Jo Dempsey, Antioch Bap-

tist’s longest attending member, 
was honored during the event and 
was able to share some details on 
how the church has changed over 
the years. While members naturally 
come and go, the building itself has 
seen numerous renovations since 
being created.

At one point, the church didn’t have 

power, lacked air conditioning, had 
different seating, and was somewhat 
structurally different. It’s through 
the efforts of the attendees and staff 
that have continuously worked to 
preserve and better the church that 
it exists in the state it does today.

Cedar Valley 
Arts Festival 
this weekend 
at Peek Park

Sean Williams

Congregation members took on the role of actors that helped put on a performance of the church’s history during an 
April 13 celebration.

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

The Aragon Police Depart-
ment wishes to invite local res-
idents to an evening of infor-
mation and transparency with 
their first inaugural Town Hall 
Meeting.

The meeting set to be held 
on May 9 from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
Aragon City Hall will give citi-
zens the opportunity to talk to 
officers and hear about recent 
efforts by the department to 
reduce criminal activity within 
the city.

Chief Paul Mazzuca and a few 
of his officers will be present to 
take questions and share details 
about what all the department 
provides, information about 
online resources, crime and 
safety data, and much more.

Sean Williams

Antioch Baptist Church pastor Jonathan Blackmon celebrated the congre-
gation’s 175th year with two of the oldest current members during an April 
13 event.

See FESTIVAL, A8

Aragon PD 
to hold 
community 
meeting

See MEETING, A7

Antioch Baptist celebrates 
175 years in Polk

See CHURCH, A11

Odors, buzzards, cattle deaths and much more detailed in April 17 testimony 
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