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Young 
Artists

Inside

A motorcycle and car 
wreck on U.S. 41 sends 1 
to Erlanger via helicopter. 
Read more on page A5.

Gordon County 4-H teams 
sweep state dairy cattle 
judging contest. Read 
more on page A8.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

ContaCts

To reach the Calhoun Times 
please call 706-629-2231, 

and when prompted, use the 
following extensions to be 

transferred to a department:
Front Desk — 6001 for Meghan 
Long; aDvertising — 6004 for 

Advertising Representative Billy 
Steele; 6006 for Advertising 
Representative Anny Perkins; 
eDitorial — 6012 for Editor 

Spencer Lahr; 6005 for Sports 
Editor Michael Baron; 6011 for 

Staff Writer Alexis Draut

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

“I’ve honestly been writ-
ing since I could hold a pen-
cil, but I never considered 
myself a writer until a few 
years ago,” Payton Baker 
said. “It feels a little surreal 
to know that people read the 

words I wrote and thought 
it was good enough.”

Baker ,  a  senior  at 
Sonoraville High School, was 
recently named a state-level 
winner in the Young Geor-
gia Author competition. The 
competition, which has been 
ongoing for two decades, is 
open to any student enrolled 
in Georgia’s public schools, 
grades K-12.

Baker has competed 
before, both in the sixth 
and ninth grades. And as a 
senior she decided to enter 
once again, as it was her last 
chance and she didn’t want to 
miss out on the opportunity.

She submitted her piece 
“Look at your Future,” which 
is a story about the days after 

her grandfather’s death and 
funeral, depicting her family’s 
reaction to death. Baker said the 

piece was specifically inspired 
by riding with her great-grand-
mother, grandmother and 
mother to the funeral.

“I was struck by the 
strength of the women around 
me and grateful to have grown 
up around and been raised 
by them,” Baker said.

The young author com-
mented how the piece also 
touched on degenerative dis-
eases, as her grandfather had 
Parkinson’s for six years, and 
watching his health decline 
was a horrible experience 
for her family. 

By John Popham
JPopham@RN-T.com

The former manager of 
sweetFrog in Rome and 
youth minister at a Gordon 
County church was sentenced 
to serve eight years in prison 
and 17 years probation Tues-
day afternoon following his 
guilty plea to three charges 
of sexual misconduct with a 
minor online.

Zachary Michael Baker, 29, 
of 601 College St., pleaded 
guilty to criminal attempt 
to commit aggravated child 
molestation, sexual exploi-
tation of a child by use of a 
computer and obscene inter-
net contact with a child.

Baker 
never physi-
cally made 
contact 
with the 
14-year-old 
boy named 
“Aidan,” who 
was actually 
Capt. Ojil-
via Lom with 
Floyd County 
police. 

He was arrested on Jones 
Bend Road where Baker was 
supposed to meet Aidan for 
oral sex.

Judge Jack Niedrach took 
five minutes to deliberate on 
Baker’s sentence after hear-
ing from Floyd County Assis-
tant District Attorney Emily 
Johnson, defense attorney 
Chris Twyman, Baker’s 
mother, a childhood best 
friend and Baker himself.

Twyman told the court 
that Baker has been gain-
fully employed since he was 
released on bond in Janu-
ary and works two jobs to 
support his family. Baker 
has attended 16 weeks of 
group therapy and is a part 
of a men’s support group, 
Twyman said.

“He has moved forward 
to be productive,” he said.

Twyman petitioned the 
court for a lighter sentence 
since this was Baker’s first 
time coming before the court 
accused of a crime. Twyman 
asked the judge for a sen-
tence less than five years 
since a child was not actu-
ally involved.

Baker thanked the judge 
for his January bond hearing 
and for granting him bond.

“As bad as this has been 
a lot of good has come out 
of it,” Baker said. Through 
his group therapy he said he 
learned about how to deal 
with trauma he experienced 
when he was younger.

“When you are weak or 
struggling with something, 
it’s never OK to keep that to 
yourself,” he said.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

When Jayme Crowley attended 
Fairmount Elementary School as a 
student, the school felt like home 
to her. Years later, as the school’s 
current music teacher, she said the 
school and the Fairmount commu-
nity are where she wants to spend 
her future.

“I plan to stay here as long as pos-
sible,” Crowley said. “I absolutely 
love where I work, and it’s just won-
derful to see the people who started 
influencing me at such a young age, 
and be able to work with them now 
as adults.”

And Crowley isn’t just Fairmount 
Elementary’s music teacher, but 
she’s also one of this year’s recog-
nized teachers in the school system.

Crowley was announced in March 
to be one of the three finalists for 
Gordon County Schools’ district-wide 
Teacher of the Year honor, along with 
Nikki Hampton, from W.L. Swain, 
and Kelly Pendley, from Red Bud 
Elementary School.

“I felt very honored, very blessed and 
very humbled that everyone thought 
I did a good enough job to be nomi-
nated,” Crowley said.

When it was publicized that she 
was in the top 
three, Crowley was 
instructing a kin-
dergarten class, and 
she said seeing the 
smiles on her stu-
dents’ faces as they 
heard the announce-
ment made it a spe-
cial moment for her.

Crowley herself 
became interested 
in music at a young 
age, almost as young 
as her kindergarten 
students. Growing 
up with her mother a 
music teacher, Crow-
ley not only had a unique perspective into 
a teacher’s life, but also what a future 
in music education might look like.

In college, she attended Reinhardt 
University and eventually landed on 
studying music education, though 
she wasn’t sure about doing that for 
the first two years of her degree. But 
when her sister had her first child, 

through babysitting, 
Crowley noticed how 
music was prominent 
in a child’s growth.

“I noticed how 
music was so influ-
ential for a child at a 
young age, it was the 
only thing that calmed 
him down,” Crowley 
said. “I thought maybe 
education is where my 
heart is calling me, not 
performing.”

G r a d u a t i n g  i n 
2010, Crowley knew 
she wanted to come 
back to her home and 

teach for Gordon County Schools, 
and ideally she wanted to teach at 
her elementary school.

“The doors just kind of all fell into 
place,” Crowley said about returning 
to Fairmount Elementary. “It was so 
nice to be able to come home. This 
school was home for me.”

And in the eight years that she’s 
been teaching music at Fairmount, 
she said she has loved working with 
her students and seeing them grow, 
both as musicians and individuals.

Crowley said her teaching philos-
ophy follows the concepts of love, 
leadership and music, and she tries 
to incorporate those ideas into every 
lesson, every class and every inter-
action.

KINDNESS IN MUSIC
Jayme Crowley, one of GCS’ Teacher of the Year 
finalists, combines love and music in her classes. 

Baker to 
serve 8 
years 

Contributed

Jayme Crowley teaches her students about music during one of her weekly classes.

Contributed

Music teacher Jayme Crowley uses love, compassion and leadership as key 
principles for her teaching style.

 ♦ Sonoraville senior 
wins Georgia writing 
competition, plans to 
continue writing in her 
future.

Contributed

Payton Baker (third from left) stands with her mother (from 
left), great-grandmother and grandmother after being recog-
nized as a state winner for Young Georgia Author competition.

Youth writer wins state recognition for reflective piece

 ♦ A youth minister 
pleads guilty to all 
counts, including 
criminal attempt to 
commit aggravated 
child molestation.

Zachary 
Michael 
Baker

see SENTENCE, a7

see AUTHOR, a7

EDITOR’S NOTE

This is Part Two of a series 
dedicated to the Gordon County 
Schools’ three Teacher of the Year 
finalists: Nikki Hampton, Jayme 
Crowley and Kelly Pendley.

see TEACHER, a7

“
I felt very hon-

ored, very blessed 

and very humbled 

that everyone 

thought I did a 

good enough job 

to be nominated.

Music teacher Jayme Crowley


