
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 9 A.M. EDT
ROME, FLOYD COUNTY, GA

SALE SITE: COOSA VALLEY FAIRGROUNDS, ROME, GA | DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM | 1.800.DEMPSEY

BREATHTAKING COLLECTION OF 350± FIREARMS &
5 UNBELIEVABLE PERFORMANCE SPORTSCARS

10% BUYER’S PREMIUM

Ray Dempsey

Lou Dempsey | GAL #113

Chase Tolbert
INSPECTION: All firearms and vehicles, to be auctioned, will be on site at the Fairgrounds on THURSDAY & FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 & 11

from 10 am-6 pm for inspection. THESE ARE THE ONLY DAYS THE FIREARMS WILL BE ON SITE.

SELLING PURSUANT TO DIVORCEALL FIREARMS TO SELL ABSOLUTE
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SPORTS: Heritage softball holds off LaFayette for 6-AAAA crown >> B1
♦ ♦ ♦

7513 Nashville St., 
Ringgold, Ga. ♦ 
706-935-2621

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Only six counties out of 
the 159 in Georgia will use 
the state’s new voting ma-
chines for the 2019 election.

Not only was Catoosa 
County chosen as one of 
those six, on Monday, Sept. 
30, it became the first to 
unveil the machines in a 
public demonstration.

On hand for the demon-
stration at Freedom Center 
in Ringgold was a crowd of 
elected officials, candidates 
for office, involved citizens 
and representatives from 
the state elections office.

Catoosa County Elections 
Director Tonya Moore intro-
duced Georgia State Elec-
tions Director Chris Har-
vey, who said that Catoosa 
seemed the perfect place 
for the public introduction. 
“Tonya,” he said, “does one 
heck of a job.”

Harvey went on to talk 
about the exemplary work 
Moore and her staff do, about 

their attention to detail, 
their integrity and about 
the overall friendliness of 
Catoosa that makes him 
want to abandon Atlanta 
and move here.

Moore, Harvey, and Ca-
toosa Elections official Re-
bekah Cason shared the 
background of the new vot-
ing system, took questions 
from the audience, gave a 
live demonstration of voting, 
then let audience members 
practice for themselves.

Here are some takeaways 
from the public demonstra-
tion and tryout:

 ♦Catoosa, Carroll, Bar-
tow, Paulding, Decatur and 
Lowndes counties were cho-
sen to use the new voting ma-
chines for the 2019 elections.

 ♦ The rest of the state will 
have the new voting ma-
chines by March 2020, in 
time for 2020 elections.

 ♦ There will be 30,000 
new voting machines across 
the state.

 ♦ When citizens show up 
to vote, they will place their 
picture ID (example: driver’s 
license) on a small screen 
monitored by poll workers, 
confirm the information on 
the screen and sign their 
name on the screen. They 
will then be given a card to 
insert in their voting ma-
chine to activate their ballot.

 ♦ Poll workers will be pre-
pared to deal with ID that 
cannot be scanned (e.g., 
Passport).

 ♦ Each voting machine 
consists of a tablet-style 
screen and a printer. Voters 
will make their selections 
on a touch screen, much 

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Healthy Foundations, the 
nonprofit group that was 
seeking a zoning change — 
from agricultural to special 
use — for a piece of Catoo-
sa County property it was 
interested in as a location 
for a substance abuse reha-
bilitation center, withdrew 
its application on Sept. 19, 
before it even reached the 
zoning board 
hearing stage 
of the process.

“Some peo-
ple think we 
did it because 
of the town 
hal l  meet-
ings we held,” 
says Healthy 
Foundations 
co-founder DeLaine Hunter, 
“but that was not the case. A 
handful of people were up-
set at those meetings, but 
most people have been sup-
portive.”

Hunter says the decision 
to withdraw the zoning re-
quest resulted from some 
confusion about a state law 
that would have dragged out 
the rezoning process. She 
said there was also a prob-
lem with an easement the 
group would need.

An applicable segment 
of Georgia code states that 
a substance abuse facility 
that is residential in nature 
must hold a public hearing 
and run a notice in the lo-

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Two people are dead following a domes-
tic dispute that culminated in a murder-
suicide Tuesday night, Oct. 1, 
on Clara Lee Drive in Ross-
ville, police say.

According to Catoosa Coun-
ty Sheriff Gary Sisk, the inci-
dent stemmed from a history 
of domestic issues between 
51-year old Sharon Kathleen 
“Kitty” Kell and 51-year-old 
David Bryan White, which 
led to White fatally shoot-
ing Kell in her driveway before turning the 
gun on himself.

Sisk said Wednesday afternoon (Oct. 2) 
that the couple’s turbulent history included 

protective orders from the court system and 
that White had been out of jail on bond.

“The victim and offender had a history of 
domestic issues with three court orders of 
protection dating back to at least Septem-

ber 2018,” Sisk said.
Kell first filed for a protec-

tive order against White a 
year ago on Sept. 20, 2018, 
but filed for dismissal of the 
order less than a month later.

The second order lasted 
from Jan. 7 until Feb. 6 this 
year, and the most recent one 
was filed Aug. 27. White was 
arrested on warrants for ter-
roristic threats and second-de-

gree damage to property on Sept. 9, but was 

MURDER-SUICIDE
Sheriff says the incident stemmed 
from a history of domestic issues.

DeLaine 
Hunter

See REHAB, A11

FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

To learn more about 

voting in Catoosa County, 

visit https://www.

catoosa.com/elections or 

call 706-935-3990.

See VOTING, A3

Sharon 
Kathleen 

“Kitty” Kell

David Bryan 
White

“
This is the cycle of family violence that a number of families in our community go through that we need to 

continue to bring awareness to and offer assistance for every chance we get. No one ever really knows 

what the victim goes through daily. It won’t bring this mother, sister, daughter back, but this is an issue 

that needs constant discussion, awareness, and action. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.

Sheriff Gary Sisk

TURBULENT  

HISTORY

According to the Catoosa 

County Sheriff’s Office, the 

couple’s turbulent history 

included three orders of 

protective filed by the victim, 

Sharon Kathleen “Kitty” Kell. 

The latest was served on 

Sept. 8. 

Here are the past incidents:

 ♦Sept. 20, 2018 – Filed 

for family violence ex parte 

protective order

 ♦Sept. 21, 2018 – Ex parte 

order served

 ♦Oct. 17, 2018 – Filed for 

dismissal of ex parte order 

and dismissed

 ♦Jan. 5, 2019 – Family 

violence report

 ♦Jan. 7, 2019 – 

Filed for family violence 

protective order

 ♦Feb. 6, 2019 – Filed for 

dismissal of ex parte order 

and dismissed

 ♦Aug. 26, 2019 – Family 

violence report

 ♦Aug. 27, 2019 – 

Filed for family violence 

protective order

 ♦Aug. 27, 2019 – Warrants 

obtained for terroristic threats, 

criminal damage to property

 ♦Sept. 8, 2019 – Arrested 

for warrants and served ex 

parte

 ♦Sept. 8, 2019 – Bonded 

out of jail

 ♦Oct. 1, 2019 – Murder-

suicide

See MURDER, A3

Property still 
an option for 
rehab center

County tests new voting machines

Tamara Wolk

After a demonstration of new voting machines in Ringgold, members of the audience were allowed to try them out.

Tamara Wolk

Georgia State Elections Director Chris Harvey (right) said 
at a public demonstration of new voting machines that 
Catoosa County Elections Director Tonya Moore (left) “does 
one heck of a job” managing voting in the county.


