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Opinion
Staff Writer Alexis 
Draut offers her take 
on the controversy 
concerning the 
song “Baby It’s Cold 
Outside.”

Sports
Prep wrestling: 
Firebirds 
dominate county 
championship to 
continue promising 
season.
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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Young  
Artists

This artwork is from Gordon 
Central High School sopho-
more Madison Johnson� 

This artwork is from Gordon 
Central High School junior 
Becca Lambert�
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We have the gifts that you 
can hang your hat on.

484 vote early 
in special 
election race

 ♦ Early voting for the 
state House District 5 
special election 
continues through Jan. 
4 at the elections 
office at 215 N. Wall St.

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

Through four days of early 
voting for the state House 
District 5 special election, 
almost 500 have cast their 
ballots at the elections office.

On Thursday, 109 people 
voted at the Gordon County 
Board of Elections and Voter 
Registration office, bringing 
the total for early voting to 
484. The elections office at 215 
N. Wall St. is the only place 
voters can cast their ballots 
early for the special election, 
which was called to fill the seat 
of the late John Meadows, 
a Calhoun Republican who 
died in November following 
a bout with stomach cancer.

Election Day is Jan. 8, with 
polls open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Early voting will con-
tinue Monday through Friday 
until Jan. 4, with the excep-
tion of Christmas Eve, Christ-
mas Day and New Year’s Day. 
The hours for early voting 
are from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

There are five Republi-
cans and one Democrat in 
the race. 

Rebecca Worsham, who is in her second year of working with the Salvation Army during the holiday season, rings the 
bell as Walmart customers donate change to the cause� / Alexis Draut

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

“This is my second year 
bell ringing, and my sister 
is at the other entrance, so 
we’ve been bell ringing at 
the same time,” Rebecca 
Worsham, 21, said outside 
the Calhoun Walmart as a 
customer put change in the 
red bucket next to her.

A senior at Kennesaw State 

University, Rebecca has been 
involved with the Salvation 
Army for the past four years, 
and absolutely loves it.

“My first year, I was in a 
rough part of my life,” she 
said. “Volunteering at the Sal-
vation Army helped me and 
I’ve been growing ever since.”

Rebecca, who rings the 
Salvation Army bell to raise 
donations around the holi-
days, says it brings her joy 

to see people being gener-
ous and she also gets to see 
people she knows in the pro-
cess. As a native of Gordon 
County, she loves helping 
others during the holidays.

Her sister Carol-Ann 
Worsham, 18, was at the 
other Walmart entrance 
singing Christmas carols 
a cappella. Carol-Ann, a 
freshman at Emmanuel 
College, also knows that 

bell ringing is much more 
than it seems.

“It’s really important 
because the Salvation Army 
is the first responder to sit-
uations like hurricanes and 
disasters,” Carol-Ann said. 
“It helps people by provid-
ing clothing and jobs, and 
helps people get off their 
feet in emergencies.”

Bell ringers find joy in helping others
Local Salvation Army workers help people in need during Christmas season

The Rock Bridge Church new building on Curtis Parkway is 
expected to be completed in 2019� / Alexis Draut

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

At their current Calhoun facility off U.S. 
41, Rock Bridge Community Church is offer-
ing three services for regular attendees and 
they are still struggling to find enough space 

for their adult and children’s ministries. 
Though Rock Bridge originally started in 

Dalton in 2002, soon after they opened a 
second campus in Calhoun at the Gordon 
Hill shopping center. And since the Cal-
houn location opened in 2007, it has proved 
to be too small for the church’s growing 
congregation.

“We were experiencing significant growth 
at our Calhoun campus, so we needed to 
be able to expand more and create a better 
environment for everybody,” Rock Bridge 
Executive Pastor of Operations Darrell 
Roland said. 

Church building a new facility
 ♦ Rock Bridge Community Church 

is in the middle of construction for 
its new facility on Curtis Parkway, a 
building which will help it become 
more involved in the community.

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun Fire Chief Lenny Nesbitt 
has been placed on administrative 
leave indefinitely by City Adminis-
trator Eddie Peterson while Calhoun 
police conduct an investigation into 

Nesbitt’s arrest on a DUI charge in 
Blue Ridge on Nov. 10, according to 
a news release sent out by the city 
Thursday afternoon. 

The Calhoun Police Department is 
investigating the arrest of Nesbitt by 
the Georgia State Patrol in Blue Ridge. 
Nesbitt was charged with DUI and fail-
ure to maintain a lane. The charges 
against Nesbitt were resolved by the 
Blue Ridge City Court on Dec. 10 with-
out a conviction, the release stated.

Mayor Jimmy Palmer and his fel-
low City Council members will con-
sider possible disciplinary action, 

“in accordance with 
the adopted person-
nel policy,” for Nes-
bitt after the Calhoun 
police investigation is 
finished, the release 
stated. A report con-
cerning the investiga-
tion will be written up 
and given to the city 
officials for review. 

The matter will be taken up at a 
Jan. 14 City Council meeting. The 
meeting will be held at the City Depot 
at 7 p.m. Council members will go 

into executive session, after which 
members will take a vote in open ses-
sion on any action, the release stated. 

“Officials for the City are unable 
to provide any further comment at 
this time,” the release stated. 

According to Ryan Powell, the dep-
uty executive director of the Georgia 
Peace Officer Standards and Train-
ing Council, Nesbitt did not report 
his arrest to the regulatory body for 
peace officers within the required 
15 days of the incident taking place. 

Fire chief put on leave
 ♦ His DUI arrest in Fannin 

County early last month is 
now the subject of a city 
police investigation. 
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