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By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

One thing most people living with autism expe-
rience is sensory sensitivity. Sounds and lights 
that are too intense can be deeply disturbing. Too 
much activity, too many people, a pace of talking 
that’s too fast, all add up to sensory overload.

Fourteen-year-old Trever Arnold, also known as 
Treverini the Magician, was diagnosed with autism 
at the age of six, old by today’s standards, when 
children are often diagnosed much younger. He 
is one of around 155,000 people in Georgia and 
3.5 million people nationwide living with autism.

At the time, says his mother, Patti Arnold, there 

were few resources in the Northwest Georgia area. 
“We had to go to Atlanta or Nashville. Trever became 
aware of the problem when he was in the fourth 
grade and wanted to do something about it.”

That’s when the dream of Peaceful Pieces Sen-
sory Center was born. The center does not have 
its own building yet, but the 501(c)(3) non-profit 
has been conducting events for four years. Arnold, 
the event planner for the group, arranges activ-
ities especially suited to autistic children and 
designed for fun and teaching skills. One time 
they took a group of children on an ice cream 
and scavenger hunt outing.

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

A number of Catoosa County resi-
dents are voicing their displeasure 
about the upcoming transportation 
tax referendum vote scheduled for 
March 19.

Residents will have the opportu-
nity to vote on the proposed 1-cent 
Transportation Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax (TSPLOST), 
which was approved for the ballot 
in December.

Commissioners and officials from 
the cities of Fort Oglethorpe and 
Ringgold see the tax as a way for the 
county to bring in a projected $60 
million in revenue over the next five 
years to help pay for transportation 
work on roads and bridges.

When commissioners hammered 
out the details of the proposed tax in 
December, they agreed on a 70/20/10 
split of the projected funds with the 
cities of Fort Oglethorpe and Ringgold.

That breakdown would equate to 
$42 million for Catoosa County, $12 
million for Fort Oglethorpe, and $6 
million for Ringgold.

During the Board of Commission-
er’s meeting Tuesday night, Feb. 19, 
several residents spoke out against 
the tax, specifically how it would 
impact locals, businesses, and what 
exactly the money will be used for.

Local farmer Sam Martin, who 
spoke for the second meeting in a 
row on the matter, took exception 
with the timing of the vote and the 
county’s spending habits.

“It bothers me that it’s being made 
as a special election,” Martin said. 
“You guys knew last year you were 
going to want to put TSPLOST in 
here and instead of putting it on the 
general ballot in November, you’re 
waiting until March, which is spend-

ing I heard $17,000. I feel like that’s 
not fiscally responsible and you’re 
not being good stewards of the tax-
payer dollars.”

Martin added that she might be 
more open to the idea of the tax if 
the county or cities involved pre-
sented specific plans for the funds.

“You don’t have an exact plan for 
the money, so that makes me think 
it’s going to get washed into some 

special projects or things that are 
not actually transportation-related,” 
Martin said. “If we had an exact plan 
of what the money was going to — 
‘we’re going to do this bridge, we’re 
going to do this road, we’re going to 
do x, y, z’… — I would probably feel 
differently about it. There has not 
been a clear plan for the money.”

Vote on TSPLOST  
is March 19

Ringgold resident Sam Martin, during the Feb. 19 commission meeting, voices her concerns about the TSPLOST. / Adam Cook

Fort Oglethorpe 
purchases 
radios for new 
police cars
By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

The city of Fort Oglethorpe 
recently approved the purchase 
of two mobile radios to go in 
new patrol cars that are on 
their way.

During the most recent City 
Council meeting on Feb. 11, 
Chief Mike Helton requested 
the equipment for the new 
vehicles.

“Staff would like to recom-
mend the purchase of two 
Motorola mobile radios for 
the two Dodge Chargers that 
you all purchased approxi-
mately a month ago,” Helton 
said. “They’re (the cars) still on 
order and they’re on their way.

Helton explained that the 
vehicles would be in sometime in 
March, and that the department 
is looking to outfit the cars with 
the proper police equipment.

Catoosa tax 
commissioner to 
write off certain 
delinquencies
By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County officials have 
given the tax commissioner’s 
office permission to write off 
certain delinquent accounts 
related to personal property bills.

During the Feb. 5 Board of 
Commissioner’s meeting, County 
Attorney Clifton “Skip” Patty 
explained Tax Commissioner 
Gary Autry’s request to get some 
of those accounts situated.

“What we have before the 
board is authorization to allow 
the tax commissioner to write off 
certain delinquent accounts on 
the personal property tax bills,” 
Patty said. “This resolution would 
only apply to personal property, 
and it would apply in a situation 
where someone opens a business, 
either a corporate account or an 
individual account, a tax bill is 
generated, and then before that 
tax bill is paid, that business goes 
busted, the assets get repossessed 
by creditors, or the owner is not 
in the county and we can’t col-
lect the money from the owner.”

Patty explained that the 
delinquent accounts in ques-
tion still reflect on the county’s 
tax digest even though there’s 
no resolution in sight.

“In situations like this in the past 
that delinquency has just carried 
over from tax year to tax year to 
tax year, it’s never collected and 
it’s never going to be collected,” 
Patty said. “It sort of inflates the 
digest by saying that we’ve got this 
money out there on our digest that 
we know we’re never going to get.”

Laps of Love at Ringgold High to help autism center

Residents speak out against a sales tax for transportation projects

Commission Chairman Steven Henry looks on during discussion of the 
TSPLOST during the Feb. 19 Board of Commissioner’s meeting. / Adam Cook

See POLICE RADIOS, A8

LAPS OF LOVE FOR PEACEFUL 

PIECES SENSORY CENTER

When: April 13, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Where: Ringgold High School football field
Cost: No cost to attend, walk or run

VENDORS/SPONSORS NEEDED

Contact: Patti Arnold/423-762-9144
Website: peacefulpieces.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
Peaceful-Pieces-Sensory-Center

See LAPS, A8

See WRITE-OFF, A7 See TSPLOST, A7

“I want to remind everybody, we were $2.8 million 
under budget this year. We were $2.4 million under 
budget last year and we rolled taxes back that last 
two years. Just to throw out the facts — the millage 
(property tax) rate went down. The millage rate … 
what we control, went down two years in a row.

Board of Commissioner Chairman Steve Henry


