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A flu shot shortage may force 
older patients to check multiple 
locations for vaccine availability.

Northwest Georgia has plenty 
of vaccine available for the cur-
rent influenza, or flu, season, but 
a manufacturing delay has resulted 
in spot shortages of the high-dose 
vaccine recommended for patients 
ages 65 and over, said Logan Boss, 
spokesman for the Northwest Geor-

gia Health District. In addition to 
advising those patients to contact 
other locations to check if they have 
the vaccine in stock, Boss suggests 

that they discuss other options with 
their doctor.

“Flu is one of our most unpredict-
able infectious diseases,” Boss said.

Nasal spray, traditional flu shots 
and the new Flublok vaccine are 

Flu shot shortage reported

By Mary Catherine 
O’Bryant
MOBryant@                                

WalkerMessenger.com

Two Chickamauga City 
Council incumbents, Lee 
Miller and Daymon Gar-
rett, have been re-elected 
to the council.

On Tuesday, Nov. 5, in a 
three-way race for two seats 
on the council, Miller re-
ceived 263 votes (43%), Gar-
rett 260 votes (42%), while 
challenger James Dale Pow-
ell received 92 votes (15%).

Miller is a State Farm in-
surance agent, Garrett is re-
tired, and Powell is a vehicle 
processor.

Several candidates in other 
races ran unopposed.

Mayor Ray Crowder won 
his unchallenged bid for re-
election, garnering 318 votes.

The Board of Education 
had three seats available. 
One of the seats was filled by 
appointment last year when 
school board member Billy 
Neal Ellis died. Insurance 
agent Cynthia Roberts was 
appointed to that seat and 
ran unopposed, receiving 
302 votes. Two school board 
incumbents, Gary Parrish 

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Two incumbents and a former coun-
cil member have won in Rossville’s 
city elections.

Teddy Harris, who serves as full-
time mayor and has a retail business, 
was re-elected with 199 votes, or 53 
percent, while his opponent Gary M. 
Anderson, who is retired, collected 
175 votes.

Four candidates vied for two at-
large seats on the council.

Incumbent Michael Hicks, a prop-
erty manager, was re-elected with 202 
votes, or 31 percent; Hal Gray Jr., who 
is self-employed and formerly served 
on the council, received 231 votes, or 
approximately 36 percent.

Larry Rose, who operates a motor-
cycle repair shop, received 135 votes, 
while Anthony Robinson, who is in 
car sales, received 70 votes.

Mayor’s race

Harris has served as mayor of Ross-
ville since 2012 and previously served 
eight years on the city council.

“I’m just grateful for the support I 
had,” Harris said of his victory.

During the campaign, Harris stated 
his vision for the city is pro-business, 
continuing to court investors, apply-
ing for more grants, continuing work 
on the sewer system and making the 
John Ross Commons more pedestri-
an-friendly.

“We are going to continue with 
our revitalization” efforts the city has 
undertaken in recent years, he said. 
“We’ve got some great things in the 
pipeline.”

Anderson, during his campaign, 
described his vision for the city as 
promoting business, encouraging in-
vestment in housing, recruiting more 
industry and retail and working with 
Chattanooga to clean up the state line.

Anderson, on Nov. 6, declined to 
comment on the election.

City council race

Gray captured the most votes among 
council candidates. He previously 
served on the council from 2008-15.

Mayor, council member re-elected; former 
City Council member elected to council

Catherine Edgemon

Rossville resident Diane Kuykendall completes paperwork on Nov. 5 to vote in 
the city election.
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Rossville Public Safety is 
investigating the cause of a 
Nov. 5 blaze that destroyed 
a linen service business.

Rossville Public Safety 
Director Sid Adams said 
multiple fire departments 
responded to the fire at Hod-
tex Healthcare Linen Services 
at 110 W. Lake Ave. Emer-
gency 911 received the call 
at about 10 p.m.

“It was a large fire,” Ad-
ams said, noting fire depart-
ments from Walker County, 
Walker Correctional Insti-
tute, Red Bank, Tenn., and 
East Ridge, Tenn., responded 
to assist Rossville.

The two-story structure 
was fully engulfed when fire 
crews arrived on the scene. 
Although firefighters re-
mained there until 5 a.m., 
they had the fire under con-
trol within about an hour, 
he said.

No one was injured in the 
blaze.

DID YOU KNOW?

Erlanger Health System said the Centers for Disease Control 

reports:

 ♦Most of the United States is currently experiencing 

minimal ILI activity.

 ♦Flu activity is expected to increase in the coming weeks.

 ♦The annual flu vaccine is the best way to protect against 

influenza and its potentially serious complications.

 ♦The CDC recommends everyone 6 months or older to get 

a flu vaccine by the end of October.

 ♦Flu antiviral drugs are prescription medications that can 

be used to treat flu illness, and they work best when used 

within two days of getting sick.

Council 

members 

retain 

their seats

Fire 
destroys 
Rossville 
business
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Poll workers Daisey Johnson (left) and Jeannie Martenn assist Rossville voters.

BY THE NUMBERS

Mayor
Teddy Harris (incumbent) – 199 (53%)

Gary M. Anderson – 175 (47%)

City Council (two seats)
Hal Gray – 231 (36%)

Michael Hicks (incumbent) – 202 

(32%)

Larry Rose – 135 (21%)

Anthony Robinson – 70 (11%)

Sunday brunch beverage sales 
(liquor by the drink, 11 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m.)
Yes — 262 (69%)

No – 117 (31%)

Sunday beverage sales                         
(liquor by the drink)

Yes – 268 (71%)

No – 107 (29%)

VOTER TURNOUT

Nearly 20%, or 384, of Rossville’s 1,939 registered voters cast ballots 

in the Nov. 5 city election, Walker County Director of Elections and 

Registration Danielle Montgomery said.

One-hundred forty-two ballots were cast early, and one provisional ballot 

was cast, which will be counted in a few days if it is determined to be 

eligible, she said.
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