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God’s Loving Angels and 
the Stocks family of Rockmart 
will be providing food to those 
in need close to Thanksgiv-
ing this year instead of hold-
ing their annual community 
Thanksgiving feast. Volun-
teers will be distributing food 
on Nov. 21 between 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. at Seaborn Jones 
Park in downtown Rockmart. 
Anyone wishing to receive 
food can drive up near the 
Silver Comet trailhead and it 
will be placed in your trunk.

The Cedartown Recreation 
Department is holding online 
registration for the upcom-
ing youth basketball season 
at www.cedartownrec.org. 
In-person registration will 
be held at certain dates in 
November at the Nathan 
Dean Gym at Bert Wood 
Park, 605 Lynton Drive, in 
Cedartown. The in-person 
dates are Nov. 16, 17, and 
19 from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and Nov. 23 and 24 from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Registra-
tion is $40 per child and is 
open to boys and girls ages 
5-12. For more information 
call 770-748-7783.

The American Red Cross 
will hold a blood drive at First 
Baptist Church of Rockmart, 
311 E. Elm St., on Nov. 19 
from 2-7 p.m. There is a 
critical need for blood at 
this time and donors can 
be tested for the COVID-19 
antibody.

Tallatoona CAP is sched-
uling appointments for the 
LIHEAP Heating Assis-
tance Program for the se-
nior households 65 years of 
age and older. The general 
public may begin schedul-
ing appointments starting 
Dec. 1 at 8:30a.m. For more 

See CALENDAR, A5

Staff reports

Officials with both Cedartown 
and Rockmart are encouraging 
local groups and organizations to 
sign up for this year’s holiday events 
that are being held in place of the 
usual downtown parades.

The deadline to register for both 
the City of Cedartown’s Reverse 
Christmas Parade and the City 
of Rockmart’s Christmas Display 
Contest is Dec. 1. Both events are 
designed to encourage physical 
distancing in order to cut down 
on the threat of COVID-19.

Cedartown’s “reverse” parade 
will be held Dec. 5 from 6 until 
8 p.m. and will be set up at the 
Polk County Fairgrounds, ensur-
ing plenty of space for displays as 
spectators drive through a route.

Entry forms must be turned in 
to City Hall by 5 p.m. on Dec. 1. 
There is no fee to participate, and 
the form and a copy of parade rules 
can be found at www.cedartown-
georgia.gov.

Though the event will look differ-
ent compared to previous years, the 
prize money up for grabs remains 
the same. There will be $500 for 
a first-place win, $300 for second 
and $200 for third in each catego-
ry, open division and church divi-
sion. A grand prize of $500 will be 
given to an overall winner.

The theme for this year’s event 
is “Let It Snow.” Churches, busi-
nesses, organizations and residents 
wishing to participate this year 
are asked to decorate according 
to the theme.

Entrants must provide their own 
power (if needed). Electrical ac-
cess will not be available at the 
fairgrounds. Floats are of course 
welcome to participate, but so are 
displays and live nativities. For 
more information on the parade, 
visit www.cedartowngeorgia.gov 
or call 770-748-3220.

The Rockmart Cultural Arts 
Center and the City of Rockmart 
are taking a different approach 
by having community groups, 
churches, schools and business-
es create holiday displays visible 
from the outside and register them 
with the city.

The theme is “Angels Among 
Us,” and there is no entry fee to 
register. Applications must be 
turned in on or before Dec. 1, with 
displays completed by Dec. 5 in 
order to be judged between Dec. 
5-12. Winners will be announced 
on Dec. 14.

Cash prizes will be available for 
first, second and third place win-
ners in each of the three catego-
ries — churches, schools/clubs/
nonprofits, and commercial. Prize 
amounts are $500 for first, $300 
for second and $150 for third, ex-
cept for the commercial category, 
which are $300, $200 and $100.

Official rules and instructions, 
as well as an online entry form, 
can be found at rockmart-ga.gov.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

An educator who made it her 
job to ensure that her students 
had a fully engaging experience 
when learning went from in the 
classroom to online this year was 
named Polk County Schools’ top 
teacher Tuesday evening.

Youngs Grove Elementary 
School’s Rachael Truitt was an-
nounced as the Polk School Dis-
trict 2020-2021 Teacher of the 
Year during a special meeting of 
the Polk County Board of Edu-

cation held in the HON Room 
at the Polk County College and 
Career Academy at Cedartown 

High School.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Polk County will still have two 
separate runoff elections despite 
a move by Georgia’s Secretary of 
State last week to combine the 
Dec. 1 and Jan. 5 statewide run-
off elections.

Meanwhile, county elections of-
ficials were well into a hand re-
count of the county’s more than 
17,000 ballots cast in the 2020 
presidential election that was 
also ordered by Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensperger.

Polk County Elections Director 
Lee Ann George said last week her 
office is still in charge of admin-
istering the local runoff for Dis-
trict 2 Polk County Commissioner 
between Ricky Clark and Linda 
Liles that is scheduled for Dec. 1.

The special election to fill the 

seat vacated by Jennifer Hulsey 
earlier this year had five candi-
dates qualify for the Nov. 3 gen-
eral election, with no one candi-
date getting 50% plus one of the 
total vote. Clark and Liles were 
the top two vote getters.

Raffensperger announced last 
week that several state and lo-
cal runoff elections, including a 
seat on the Public Service Com-
mission, would be rescheduled 
from Dec. 1 to Jan. 5 for election 
workers to better prepare for an-
other wave of voters.

The races for the state’s two U.S. 
Senate seats are headed to a runoff 
scheduled for Jan. 5, but George 
said since the county commission 
winner would have to be sworn in 
and take office Jan. 1 they would 
be moving forward with the local 
runoff on Dec. 1.

With the county commission 

runoff date coming up soon, Polk 
County Elections Coordinator 
Brande Coggins advised voters who 
wish to vote absentee to contact 
the elections office at 770-749-
2103 to request a ballot.

She also pointed out that if a 
voter is on the automatic absentee 
ballot distribution list that they 
could get the ballots for both the 
Dec. 1 and Jan. 5 elections at the 
same time and to be extra vigilant 
that they use the correct envelope 
to return their ballots for the cor-
rect election.

Early voting for the Dec. 1 run-
off will only be held Nov. 23-25 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the coun-
ty elections office, 144 West Ave., 
Suite D, Cedartown.

Georgia’s Jan. 5 state and fed-
eral runoff will include both of 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.

com

A second Polk County grand 
jury, separate from the one 

impaneled last month follow-
ing the easing of COVID-19 
restrictions for Georgia su-
perior courts, will help get 
through the extensive back-
log of criminal cases being 

overseen by the district at-
torney’s office.

Tallapoosa Judicial Cir-
cuit District Attorney Jack 
Browning said he will sum-
mon a concurrent grand jury 

— which is allowed by state 
law — to come in the first of 
December and work through 
more cases.

Polk officials still prepare for 
runoffs as the recount begins

2nd grand jury to help with case backlog

Deadline 
looming 
for local 
holiday 
events
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The 2020-2021 Teachers of the Year for each Polk School District school pose 
for a group photo during a special luncheon held on Monday, Nov. 9, 2020.

Jeremy Stewart

Youngs Grove Elementary School Principal Leah Redden (left) celebrates with Rachael Truitt after she was named 
the Polk School District Teacher of the Year at the Nov. 10, 2020, school board meeting at the Polk County College 
and Career Academy in Cedartown.

Truitt named PSD 
Teacher of the Year
The Youngs Grove 
Elementary 
distance learning 
teacher will move 
on to the state level

See TEACHER, A3

Cedartown, Rockmart 
COVID-adjusted events 
continue signups 
through Dec. 1

Advance in-person 
voting in the District 2 
County Commission 
race will be Nov. 23-25.

See ELECTIONS, A2

District attorney says safety precautions in place at courthouse

Jack 
Browning See JURY, A3


