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The Calhoun Police Department 
was recognized last week at the 17th 
annual Governor’s Office of Highway 
Safety Challenge Awards, hosted by the 
Governor’s Office at the Hyatt Regency 
in Savannah.

The Calhoun Police Department, in 
award Category 3 for departments of 
26-50 officers, received 159.9 total points 
for the overall Governor’s Cup, and took 
the first place award in Category 3.

The recognition program is for 

statewide law enforcement agencies 
of all sizes, and features awards in 
seven different categories based on 
department size as well as several 
other specialty categories and a grand 
prize, the Governor’s Cup, given to the 
top performing department among all 
categories.

The Calhoun City Council on Monday 
night recognized the achievements of 
the CPD.

According to Calhoun City 
Councilman Al Edwards, the awards 
program is designed to highlight 
outstanding achievements in highway 

safety enforcement and education, and 
agencies are graded upon their approach 
and effectiveness of their overall highway 
safety programs. Points are given for 
policy, training, recognition, public 
information activities, enforcement and 
effectiveness of operations. 

“While it’s aggravating to have to 
slow down when you’re in a hurry to get 
somewhere, the results of obeying speed 
limit laws are directly related to fewer 
accidents and the severity of damage 

CPD awarded Governor’s Cup in  
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Challenge

By Brandi Owczarz
Managing Editor
BOwczarz@calhountimes.com

See CPD, Page 8A
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According to the Adairsville Police 
Department, at approximately 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 25, 2017, an officer with the APD 
was performing routine patrol and observed 
a suspicious vehicle parked in a cul-de-sac 
in Barnsley Village subdivision.  The officer 
observed two people inside the vehicle, so he got 
out with them to further investigate.  

The male subject, identified later as Joseph 
Frank Williamson, age 30, of 240 King Street in 
Calhoun, was sitting in the driver’s seat and a 
female juvenile passenger, age 15, was sitting in 
the passenger seat.  The officer asked Williamson 
what they were doing parked in the area, and 
Williamson stated they were just talking and 
that he was friends with the juvenile’s mother. 
The officer asked the juvenile female for her 
I.D. and she stated she left it at home. When the 
officer asked her age, she first stated she was 
18. The officer kept talking with her and she 
then stated she was 16, then finally revealed she 
was in fact 15. The officer asked if her mother 
knew she was with Williamson and she stated 
no. The officer then contacted the mother of 
the juvenile, who was at work, and the mother 
confirmed that the juvenile was not allowed to 

be with Williamson and also advised the officer 
that she had told Williamson to stay away from 
her daughter. 

The officer then contacted the on-call 
detective and Williamson was taken to the police 
department for further questioning. During the 
interview, it was discovered that Williamson and 
the juvenile had been having sexual relations for 
more than a year. A later search of Williamson’s 
phone revealed explicit photographs and text 
messages between Williamson and the juvenile. 
During questioning, Williamson stated the 
sexual activities took place at his residence 
located in Calhoun. Williamson was then placed 
under arrest and transported to the Bartow 
County Jail. 

Williamson was subsequently charged by 
Adairsville Police Department with 75 counts of 
child pornography, one count of enticing a child 
for indecent purposes, one count of contributing 
to the delinquency of a minor and one count of 
interference with custody.

Captain Tony Pyle with the Calhoun Police 
Department was notified and stated he would 
have his on-call detective follow-up with the 
Adairsville detective.  More charges are pending 
in Calhoun.

Calhoun man arrested in Adairsville  
on 75 counts child pornography, other charges

Staff Reports
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Qualifying ended on Friday for the upcoming 
Municipal General Election and according to 
Gordon County Board of Elections and Voter 
Registration Chairperson Shea Hicks, the cities 
of Fairmount and Plainville will not have 
elections unless someone qualifies as a write-
in due to all incumbents qualifying in the cities 
with no opposition.

A municipal election is held for towns, cities 
or other special districts and is held in odd-
numbered years.

The following candidates have qualified for 
the upcoming Municipal General Election:

City of Calhoun:

For City Council Post 3, incumbent councilman 
Matt Barton will face former Calhoun councilman 
George Crowley.

For City Council Post 4, former Calhoun 
councilman Ray Denmon, former Gordon County 
commissioner Alvin Long and Ed Moyer have all 
qualified to run for the post being vacated by 
David Hammond.

For Calhoun City School Board Post 1, only 
local photographer Andy Baxter is running, 
the post being vacated by current school board 
member Alvin Long.

For Calhoun City School Board Post 
2, incumbent Rhoda Washington will see no 
opposition, as well as Calhoun City School Board 
Post 3, where incumbent David Scoggins was the 
lone qualifier.

City of Fairmount:

Incumbent Fairmount City Council member 
Steve Fain qualified for Post 1 and incumbent 
Fairmount City Council member Jim Dodd 
qualified for Post 3; if no one qualifies as a 
write-in candidate for Fairmount City Council 
posts, there will be no election. Deadline for 
write-in candidates is Friday, Sept. 1.

City of Plainville:
Incumbent Plainville City Council member 

James Miller qualified for Post 3 and incumbent 
Plainville City Council member Frances Fossett 
qualified for Post 4; if no one qualifies as a 
write-in candidate for Plainville City Council 
posts, there will be no election. Deadline for 
write-in candidates is Friday, Sept. 1.

By Brandi Owczarz
Managing Editor
BOwczarz@calhountimes.com

Qualifying ends for upcoming Municipal General Election

See ELECTION, Page 8A


