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Members are invited 
to join in for the annual 
Member Appreciation 
Breakfast happening this 
Wednesday morning, Jan. 
16 starting at 8 a.m. The 
breakfast also serves as 
member’s opportunity 
to take part in an annual 
meeting as well, along 
with the drawing for the 
$1,000 grand prize for the 
sale of holiday gift cards. 
E-mail info@polkgeorgia.
com for those who get the 
paper Tuesday and still 
want to be eligible for the 
drawing.

Support Our House 
Women’s Shelter and 
enjoy a night of comedy at 
the Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center coming up on 
Friday night, Jan. 25 from 
7 to 9 p.m. starring Kenn 
Kington and featuring 
Kay Dodd. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $12 
at the door. All proceeds 
go to the Our House 
Women’s Shelter. Visit 
StandUpForHope.com 
to purchase tickets now.

On Saturday, March 
2, 2019 at 9 a.m., the 
Polk County Republican 
Party wil l  convene 
Precinct Mass Meetings 
to elect Delegates and 
Alternates to the Polk 
County Republican 
Party Convention at 
the Cherokee Country 
Club, 150 Club Drive in 
Cedartown. Registration 
will begin at 8 a.m. The 
convention will start at 10 
a.m., and costs are $10. 
Contact Dr. Marc Wall 
at 770-749-0420 about 
the upcoming convention 
and monthly meetings of 
the party.

See CALENDAR, A8

Contracts for runway extension get county’s OK
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Contracts got approval by the Polk 
County Commission between the 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
and The Astra Group for the Cornelius 
Moore Field runway extension project 
that brought Governor Nathan Deal 
to the airport in 2018. 

The vote over four project-related 
items came in quick success during 
the Polk County Commission’s regular 
session on Jan. 8, which includes 
approval of an agreement between the 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
and the county over funding for the 
project, two work orders for Holt 
Consulting who are overseeing the 

work, and with The Astra Group, 
who came in with the best bid for 
the runway extension construction 
to be completed. 

The most important of the items 
that were approved was the approval 
of the agreement between the state’s 
transportation division and the county. 

It guarantees the cost-sharing 
percentage between the Department 
of Transportation and the county in 
a unchanged, remains standard 75 
to 25 split, with the state taking on 
a majority of the costs. 

After value engineering, the final 
price tag for extending the airport’s 
runway to 5,000 feet will be around 
$6.8 million and will take more than 
a year to complete once all the parties 

have signed on the dotted line, and 
votes are completed. 

County Manager Matt Denton 
said during discussions over the 
forthcoming votes in the Jan. 7 work 
session that despite best negotiating 
efforts, the state wouldn’t change that 
specific language in the contract to 
say they would cover all costs above 
a figure of $1.5 million. 

“It is the best the state said they 
would do on the language,” Denton 
said. 

He said the county would have 
to settle for verbal agreements the 
county’s match wouldn’t exceed 
that level, and when questioned 
after he said the final price tag was 
coming in around $13,000 short of 

that figure at over $1.4 million that 
would come out of county coffers 
for the extension

The county has already covered 
some of the matching funds through 
the initial costs of project design, 
survey and regulatory requirements. 
The rest will be applied toward 
construction costs. 

Holt Consulting’s Jack Mayfield 
was also at the Jan. 7 meeting to 
explain that a member of their firm 
will be on-site full time to ensure 
that everything is being done to 
specification and at cost to avoid 
wasted materials and prevent 
overruns on the price. 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The Polk County Board of 
Education has a new chair for the 
2019 year as members came together 
for a combined session for January. 

Board member Bernard Morgan, 
who just started a new term after 
he ran unopposed in 2018 to retain 
his seat, was voted unanimously to 
take over as the school board chair 
for the year. 

He’ll take over for board member 
Tommy Sanders, who has held the 
post for the past two years. 

Joining Morgan in a leadership 
position is new Vice Chair Kristy 
Gober,  who was also voted 
unanimously by the board to take 
over the position. It was previously 
held by Morgan. 

“I’m sitting in this hot seat now,” 
Morgan joked as he took the gavel 
over on Jan. 8. “Tommy’s kept it 
warm for a few years.”

A nomination for J.P. Foster to 
take over as school board chair was 

put forth initially, but he withdrew 
his name from consideration over 
health issues he plans to take care 
of this year, which he said would 
take attention away from the job 
of being the chair.

Board members also covered a 
number of procedural items during 
their January combined session, 
which included keeping their board 
attorney in place as they’ll continue 
to be represented by McRae, Smith, 
Peek, Harman and Monroe for the 
2019 year. 

One of the first orders of business 
for the board was approval of a 
calendar for their meetings for 
the coming year, with dates set for 
February 5 and Feb. 12, March 5 
and March 12, a combined session 
for Spring Break on April 9, May 
7 and May 14, June 4 and June 
11, a combined session on July 9 
for the Independence Day holiday, 
August 6 and 13, September 3 and 
10, October 1 combined for the fall 
break, November 5 and 12, and 
December 3 to accommodate the 

holiday break. 
The board also chose to stick with 

SunTrust Bank for their money 
market and payroll accounts, 
Southcrest Bank for their SPLOST 
and Bond Sales accounts, and the 
Georgia Fund I to cover investments. 

Board members heard the 
November financial report, and 
the Polk School District was more 
than 40 percent through the year 
before the holiday break with $10.1 
million in the bank, and more than 
$400,000 in SPLOST proceeds for 
the month. 

Additionally, they had more 
than $4.1 million in the bank for 
the previous SPLOST account to 
pay back previous bond sales, 
and $15 million set aside from the 
2017 sale of bonds to cover current 
construction. 

Another $2 million is set aside 
for the current SPLOST to make 
principal and interest payments 
on bond sales. 

New chair voted in 
for school board

MLK 
celebrations 
coming this 

weekend
Staff reports

Several events are coming 
up this weekend and at the 
start of the coming week to 
celebrate Martin Luther King 
Jr. day, including the annual 
march down Main Street in 
Cedartown and a nighttime 
celebration at the Cedartown 
Performing Arts Center. 

Opening events for the 
weekend celebration kick off on 
Thursday at the Youth Working 
Together for a “Speedy” 
Awareness (YWTSA) start a 
youth and adult book fair in 
Cedartown. 

From 1 p.m. until 6 p.m. 
starting on Thursday and 
continuing on Friday and 
Saturday, the  YWTSA will 
be sponsoring a Free Book 
Fair for adults, high school 
and elementary age youth 
at Last Minute Convenience 
Store located at 411 East Gibson 
Street in Cedartown.

Free books include but 
not limited to Gardening, 
Counseling, Fairy Tales, 
Educational, Religion, Animal 
Care, Magazines, Cooking, 
Dieting, Novels, History, 
Fitness, and more. 

The festivities get underway 
celebrating King this weekend 
on Saturday morning with the 

Rockmart 
Mayor to finish 
out 2019, not 

seek third term

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

While  the  year  may 
have changed, the many 
re-appointments to Rockmart’s 
government means the city is 
largely staying the same after 
their first meeting of 2019. 

H o w e v e r  o n e  b i g 
announcement came as 
business got underway for 
the Rockmart City Council, 
with the city’s head on the 
council deciding that he will 
be serving out the rest of his 
term and not returning. 

M a y o r  S t e v e  M i l l e r 
announced that this will be his 
final year in office, honoring 
a promise he made to voters 
that he would only serve for 
two terms in office. 

“At the time I was elected 
Mayor, I asked the council to 
consider changing it to where 
there were term limits of two 
terms for mayor, and three 
terms for a council member,” 
Miller said in a follow-up. 
“They choose not to do that, 
and I’m honoring what I 
proposed.”

Surprise proposal highlight of marching band trip for local couple

Staff reports

It’s the kind of news that 
rings in a New Year in a 
happy way, with wedding 
bells to come for two 
students from Rockmart. 
Especially since it happened 
in a once-in-a-lifetime way. 

Congratulations go out to 
Connor Teems and Morgan 
Bozydaj, both natives of 
Polk County and graduates 
of Rockmart High School, 
who plan to marry in the 
not too distant future after 
getting engaged while on a 
trip overseas to Italy. 

Teems took to his knee 
in the square outside of St. 
Mark’s Basilica in Venice 
in recent days while he 
and Bozydaj were in Italy 
with the Jacksonville 
State University Marching 
Southerners. 

Teems and Bozydaj 
began dating when he was a 
junior and she was a senior 
at Rockmart High School. 
Teems said he knew from 

the beginning that “I wasn’t 
going to leave her ever.”

So he decided when she 
for sure was coming with 
the band, that was where he 
needed to pop the biggest 
question of their lives.

“She’s been all over the 

place, living in Connecticut, 
California, New York, Cuba, 
Kentucky, and Rockmart, 
whereas until college I 
had barely been outside 
the state lines of Georgia,” 
Teems said. “I figured since 
she’s so well traveled and 

I’m not as much, she would 
appreciate me going out of 
the way to do this while 
we were in a country on 
the other side of the ocean 
with so much culture and 
pretty sights.”

Teems added that he 
wanted to propose in 
Venice specifically because 
he enjoyed the unique 
backdrop of St. Mark’s 
Basilica, surrounded by 
water and without any 
cars.

“This was a complete 
surprise to her,” Teems 
said. “I did a good job 
of making her think it 
might even be another 
year or two away because 
of school. We had talked 
about getting engaged a 
few times before but every 
time I was adamant that 
she shouldn’t get her 
hopes up anytime soon. 
Very fortunately, she 
believed me.”
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 ♦  Police Chief Keith 
Sorrells set to retire in 
early February after 10 
years as head of 
department

Rockmart’s Connor Teems got to kneal in a special place with 
his girlfriend - now fiancée - in the square in front of St. Mark’s 
Bacilia in Venice, where he proposed marriage with Morgan 
Bozydaj, also of Rockmart. She accepted, and the couple plans 
to marry in the not too distant future. / Contributed

Joy Smith, School Resource Officer with the Polk School District Police, was named the M.E.R.I.T. award winner for 
January 2019. She was joined by Board Chair Bernard Morgan, Superintendent Laurie Atkins and Assistant Super-
intendent Katie Thomas during a presentation on January 8. / Kevin Myrick 


