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By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — It looks like there will 
be early voting on a Saturday after 
all ahead of next month’s U.S. Sen-
ate runoff in Georgia.

A Fulton County Superior Court 
judge ruled Friday, Nov. 18, that 
holding early voting on the Satur-
day after Thanksgiving Day is legal 
and may proceed.

Secretary of State Brad Raffens-
perger’s office indicated shortly 
after the Nov. 8 election that put 

incumbent Democratic Sen. 
Raphael Warnock and Re-
publican challenger Herschel 
Walker into a runoff that Sat-
urday, Nov. 26, would be set 
aside for early voting.

However, Raffensperger 
subsequently declared that 
holding early voting that day 
would violate a state law that 
prohibits runoffs on any day 
immediately following a state holi-
day. Besides Thanksgiving Day on 
Thursday, Nov. 24, the following 
day, Nov. 25, is a state holiday.

Warnock’s campaign sued 
to force a reversal of Raffens-
perger’s decision and pre-
vailed in the ruling.

“Allowing for Saturday 
early voting is a win for ev-
ery Georgia voter, but espe-
cially for workers and stu-
dents who will have a greater 
opportunity to make their 
voices heard in this election,” 

said Quentin Fulks, Warnock’s 
campaign manager. “We look for-
ward to counties announcing that 
they will provide Georgians the 

opportunity to cast their ballots 
on Saturday, November 26th.”

While Warnock held a slight 
lead over Walker following the 
general election, neither candi-
date captured a majority of the 
vote as required by state law to 
avoid a runoff. Georgia voters 
will return to the polls Dec. 6 to 
decide the winner.
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Saturday early voting allowed ahead of Georgia’s US Senate runoff

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Georgia 
House Speaker David 
Ralston died Wednes-
day, Nov. 16, at the age 
of 68, just two days after 

the House 
Republi-
can Cau-
cus nom-
inated a 
new speak-
er to suc-
ceed him 
in Janu-
ary.

Ralston, 
R-Blue Ridge, had been 
suffering an extended ill-
ness. His wife, Sheree, 
his children, and other 
members of his family 
were with him when he 
passed away, his office an-
nounced. Arrangements 
will be announced in the 
future.

Ralston announced 
recently that he would 
not seek election by his 
House colleagues to an-
other term as speaker, 
citing his health. Voters 
in the 7th House District 
in Northwest Georgia re-
elected him Nov. 8 with-
out opposition.

At the time of his death, 
Ralston was the longest 
currently serving state 
house speaker in the na-
tion.

As provided by the 
Georgia Constitution, 
House Speaker Pro Tem-
pore Jan Jones, R-Milton, 
will serve as speaker for 
the remainder of the cur-
rent term, which ends in 
January.

On Monday, Nov. 14, 
House Republicans nom-
inated Majority Leader 
Jon Burns, R-Newington, 
to succeed Ralston as 
speaker. The full House 
will vote on the nomina-
tion on the first day of the 
2023 General Assembly 
session Jan. 9.

Ralston was elected 

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

There are probably people who 
didn’t realize that Walker County 
has a police force in addition to its 
sheriff’s department. It’s a small 
police force and it has the same au-
thority as the sheriff’s office, but in 
reality it serves one main purpose: 
issuing code enforcement citations 
for court appearances.

The Walker County Board of Com-
missioners appointed Hal Gray, who is 
also a Rossville City Council member, 

to serve as chief of the Walker 
County Police Force, which 
consists of two officers and 
is housed at the Local Gov-
ernment Services building in 
Rock Spring.

The Walker County Police 
Force was formed in 1986 by 
then-commissioner Roy Par-
rish. Walker County Public Re-
lations Director Joe Legge says that, 
in Walker County, it’s police officers 
and not sheriff’s deputies who serve 
codes enforcements citations that 
require a court appearance.

The police officers drive cars 
marked as police department or 
codes enforcements, wear uni-
forms and are fully trained as 
officers. They serve at the will 
of the Board of Commission-
ers and, according to the 1986 
ordinance, can be fired with or 
without cause by the board (orig-
inally the sole commissioner).

Tamara Wolk is a reporter for The 

Catoosa County News in Ringgold, 

Ga., and Walker County Messenger in 

LaFayette, Ga.

By Rebecca Grapevine
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — The state plans 
to implement a new Medicaid 
expansion plan — Georgia 
Pathways — that includes 
work requirements next July 
after several years of legal 
wrangling over the contro-
versial proposal.

“I can confirm that we are 
moving forward with imple-
menting the Pathways plan,” 
said Andrew Isenhour, a 
spokesman for Republican 
Gov. Brian Kemp.

The limited Medicaid ex-
pansion plan will require en-
rollees to work, study or vol-
unteer for at least 80 hours 
per month.

“No one who currently 
qualifies for Medicaid will 
be affected by the new pro-
gram,” Isenhour said. “It is 
important to note that we 
are only adding people to 
the Medicaid rolls with this 
program. Georgia Pathways 
will expand Medicaid to oth-
erwise ineligible Georgians 
who satisfy the work, job 
training, education, or vol-
unteer requirements.”

Around 345,000 additional 

Georgians will become 
eligible for Medicaid 
under the new plan, 
as long as they meet 
other requirements, 
Isenhour added. Geor-
gians whose incomes 
are below the federal 
poverty level (cur-
rently $13,590 for 
one person) will be eligible 
for the insurance.

To get the insurance, Geor-
gians will need to work or 
perform other qualifying 
activities such as vocational 
training, education, job read-
iness programs or commu-
nity service. Some enrollees 
will pay monthly premiums 
ranging from $7 to $16, de-
pending on income and to-
bacco use.

Kemp has made the Path-
ways plan a cornerstone of 
his health-care policy. While 
39 states have now opted for 
Medicaid expansion plans 
that allow low-income people 
to obtain health care, Kemp 
and other Georgia Republi-
can leaders remain opposed 
to full Medicaid expansion, 
citing concerns about costs 
to the state and consumers.

Instead, the Republican-led 

General Assembly 
approved the more 
limited Medicaid ex-
pansion proposal back 
in 2019.

In October 2020, 
while Republican 
Donald Trump was 
still president, the 
federal Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) approved Geor-
gia’s Pathways plan. After 
Democratic President Joe 
Biden took office in January 
of last year, CMS rescinded 
approval for the work-re-
quirement plans in Georgia 
along with 13 other states.

Although the other states, 
including Arkansas and In-
diana, dropped their work-
requirement plans, lawyers 
for Georgia sued in federal 
court. They argued the fed-
eral government, and CMS in 
particular, had overstepped 
its authority in blocking the 
work-requirement proposal.

In August, a U.S. District 
judge agreed, effectively al-
lowing the Pathways plan to 
move forward. Although the 
federal government could have 
appealed to a circuit court, 
it has not done so, opening 

the door for Georgia to forge 
ahead with the new plan.

Some advocates are con-
cerned the new plan will make 
it harder to get health care 
and argue Georgia should ful-
ly expand Medicaid instead.

“The Governor’s Pathways 
program makes it unneces-
sarily difficult for low-income 
people to gain health cover-
age. The program requires 
workers and students to re-
peatedly prove they are work-
ing or studying, rather than 
making it simpler for them 
to go to the doctor and fill 
prescriptions,” said Laura 
Colbert, executive director 
of Georgians for a Healthy 
Future, an advocacy group.

“Because of the program’s 
complications, only a frac-
tion of low-income unin-
sured adults will get health 
insurance. Medicaid expan-
sion would be a simpler and 
more cost-effective solution 
for Georgia and uninsured 
Georgians,” Colbert said.
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