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Get ready now for 
the 2019 WELSHFest 
in Rockmart! The event 
is scheduled for March 
16 from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and will feature 
a variety of vendors, 
events and more in 
downtown Rockmart. 
Check back in next 
week’s edition for more 
on the forthcoming fun. 

On Saturday, March 
2, 2019 at 9 a.m., the 
Polk County Republican 
Party  wil l  convene 
Precinct Mass Meetings 
to elect Delegates and 
Alternates to the Polk 
County Republican 
Party Convention at 
the Cherokee Country 
Club, 150 Club Drive in 
Cedartown. Registration 
will begin at 8 a.m. The 
convention will start at 
10 a.m., and costs are 
$10. Contact Dr. Marc 
Wall at 770-749-0420 
about the upcoming 
convention and monthly 
meetings of the party.

Future brides will 
want to come out to 
Hightower Falls coming 
up on Sunday, March 
3 from 1 to 4 p.m. for 
their 2019 Bridal Show! 
Admission is free for 
the event and vendors 
will include caterers, 
photographers, florists, 
DJs, and more. Samples 
of catering items will 
be available,  along 
with discounts and 
door prizes including 
a free wedding date 
giveaway by Hightower 
Falls! Contact info@
hightowerfalls.com to 
learn more. 

See CALENDAR, A8

Polk close to flooding after weeklong rainfall
Staff  reports

How will people in Polk County 
likely remember the past days, and 
probably the month of February? 
It’s been wet. 

Mother Nature let loose the 
waterworks for several days over 
the whole region, prompting 
flood watches and seeing areas 
around Euharlee Creek and Cedar 
Creek become temporary swamps. 
Baseball fields were left empty at 
the high schools, tennis courts 
were drowned out for the whole 
week. No practice was possible 
on Biggers Field, which ended 
up completely underwater by 
week’s end.

As of last Friday when the paper 
was being wrapped up, at least 7 
inches of rain had come down, 
and more was expected to add 
to the total for the week. 

Unfortunately, there’s the 
potential for more rain on the way. 

During last week’s rainfall, 
Cedartown’s  Publ ic  Works 
department did report a sewer 
spill due to the large amount of 
rainfall. Somewhere between 
6,000 and 8,000 gallons of 
sewage escaped the system 
during localized flooding around 
Spruce Street, where one of the 
flood pumps stations became 
overwhelmed by the amount of 
water. 

They did take some measures 
to clean up the area, but wet 
weather continued throughout 
the week and waters rose further. 
To the point where officials in 
Cedartown shut down a portion 
of Furnace Street that connects 
West Avenue with Wissahickon 
Avenue that became flooded by 
Big Spring. 

City Manager Bill Fann said 
that flooding began after officials 
took the steps to close flood gates 
that control the flow of water into 
Cedar Creek from the spring, which 
supplies Cedartown with water. 

In Rockmart, the floodwaters rose 
in Seaborn Jones Park as they usually 
do, but hadn’t completely inundated 

the area as of Friday morning last 
week. 

Rainfall was expected to continue 
through most of the weekend at press 
time, and clear up as the week began. 

However the forecast as it stood 
at press time was not good overall 
for Polk County to get rid of the 
excess water. Potential for additional 
rainfall to close out February starts 
today (Wednesday for the print 
subscribers who get the paper on 
Tuesday) with some slight chances 
for midweek showers to return. (At 
the time and fortunate for all the 
percentage of potential rain was 
30 percent.)

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The week got started off in 
Rockmart with officials getting right 
down to business as the first shovel 
of dirt was moved on a project several 
years in the making. 

Expect construction for The 
Cottages at Rockmart to be completed 
before year’s end for the new skilled 
nursing and rehab community that 
looks to bring to Polk County a new 
way of providing skilled care for the 
elderly. 

Officials from the City of Rockmart, 
all around Polk County and Reliable 
Health Care Management, who 
are developing the property at 
750 Goodyear Ave., enjoyed lunch 
from The Varsity and frozen yogurt 
for dessert from Jandy’s ahead of 
festivities for the groundbreaking 
ceremony on Feb. 18. 

Its a development in Polk County 
that’s a long time coming for the 
co-owner of the new facility. 

 “I’ve been working on this for six 

or seven years, and especially the last 
five years we’ve been really trying to 
make this happen,” Andrew Morris 
of Reliable Health Care Management 
said.  

The Cottages at Rockmart is a new 
standard in the state for elder care, 
one focused around designing for 
both providing for the health needs 
of residents while also keeping them 
in a comfortable environment that 
looks a lot like home. 

Morris said it is a model that he 
went looking around for more than 
a decade to find. 

“There’s not any around here,” 
he said. “I’ve been studying what’s 
called the household model and 
culture change for probably about 
seven years now. 

He traveled as far away as 
Wisconsin, New York and the 
Carolinas to find facilities that 
matched the vision he had in mind, 
and said this will be the first of its 
kind in the state of Georgia. 

“It works beautifully,” Morris 
said. “The residents seem to be 

happier, they have a greater will to 
live, and they have a greater amount 
of participation in their care. They 
get things done for them on their 
schedule rather than the staff’s 
schedule, because it’s much smaller 
home-like atmosphere.”

The typical layout of a nursing 
home is usually centralized in one 
location, with all the people within 
cared for by staff, taking meals in 
dining rooms, activities and the like 
within a single large building divided 
on the inside by rooms. 

Instead of that model, The Cottages 
of Rockmart will divide residents in the 
116 bed facility into 8 households, each 
containing private rooms with their 
own bathrooms for each resident. So 
instead of elderly patients going to a 
dining room to eat with others on a 
schedule, they have instead the freedom 
to get up at their own pace and go to a 
smaller kitchen like they did at home. 
They’ll have a living room area to sit and 
enjoy the company of their housemates. 

Cottage-style nursing 
care coming to Rockmart

Groundbreaking held for first of it’s kind facility in Georgia 
focused around home-style care at The Cottages at Rockmart

Aragon still 
facing cash 
shortfalls

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The hope for the City of 
Aragon is to hold on for a few 
more months and only spend 
when absolutely necessary 
as they wait for infusion of 
revenue to help bulk up their 
bank accounts and keep 
operations on track. 

Aragon’s financial consultant 
Rick Hartley said the city needs 
to stay away from any capital 
expenditures and stay small 
until checks come in covering 
local property taxes, utility 
franchise payments and stay 
conservative in the months to 
come to avoid running out of 
funds. 

For the past several months, 
the Aragon City Council has 
questioned why expenditures 
keep overrunning the amount 
of revenue available, forcing 
officials to dip into funds 
set aside in the Special Assets 
Account, and have not yet opened 
an account the council voted to 
open and put strict stipulations 
on the use of that money. 

Employee safety 
and security a 
focus for County 
Committee

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Security is a growing concern 
for Polk County officials within 
their several buildings, and the 
needs for greater protections 
only grows after an assessment 
was made by the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office on local 
facilities. 

County Commissioners 
heard from the Sheriff’s 
Office’s Captain Scott Ford in 
a follow-up after he provided 
addit ional  instruct ion 
and heard the concerns of 
employees during a recent tour 
of county buildings, and made 
several suggestions on how 
improvements can be made 
with some immediate low-cost 
spending, and other areas that 
might cost additional funds. 

More specifically, Ford wants 
to see items like panic buttons 
that can alert 911 of issues 
immediately of problems or 
a situation like an active shooter 
and send officers immediately 
to a facility, and ways for people 
to escape but also block the 
ability of a shooter to get 
at employees or those who 
are coming in for legitimate 
business. 

“We went through most of all 
the buildings and went through 
and heard what their concerns 
were about their safety,” Ford 
said. 

Water Treatment plant project making progress
Staff reports

Officials from the state’s 
Environmental Protection 
Division were on hand 
during a wet early week 
stop in Polk County to see 
the progress being made 
on the Mulco-Ammons 
Springs Water Treatment 
Facility construction, 
slated to be completed 
before year’s end. 

Polk County Water 
A u t h o r i t y  G e n e r a l 
Manager Jack Damron, 
along construction officials 
and engineer Ronnie Wood 
were joined by members 
of the EPD’s Watershed 
Protection Branch to show 
off the thus far completed 
work, and discuss plans 
for completing the project. 

“We had the opportunity 
to host a visit from Mr. 
Peter  Mwogu from 
EPD and his staff and 
engineering team to 
discuss the progress-
t o - d a t e  o n  p l a n t 

construction and ideas 
and recommendations 
from Peter on “best 
practices” for a successful 
completion,” Damron 
wrote in a press release 
following the visit. “The 
plant is currently ahead of 

schedule and set to go into 
operation in early summer 
of 2019.”

Damron said specifically 
that construction is ahead 
by several weeks, but that 
schedule will be difficult 
to keep if rainy weather 

keeps preventing workers 
from getting major jobs 
accomplished. If the 
weather continues to 
cooperate, Damron said 
that target timeline of early 
summer is likely. 

Much of the project 
is already completed 
or in the works. Piping, 
the clear well that holds 
the processed water to 
distribute out and walls 
are up and now waiting 
for a roof. 

“The filters themselves 
are instaleld and ready to 
be tested and started up,” 
Damron said. 

As well as being closer to 
completion, the project is 
set to save around 10 to 12 
percent over the original 
expected costs. Damron 
added though that includes 
the caveat of “assuming 
no major setbacks” as 
construction is wrapped 
up over the spring months. 

See RAINFALL, A11

See COUNCIL, A5

See GROUNDBREAKING, A2

See SAFETY, A3 See CONSTRUCTION, A7

Reliable Heath Care Management officials joined with officials from the City of Rockmart to celebrate the groundbreak-
ing of The Cottages at Rockmart on Goodyear Avenue. / Kevin Myrick 

Polk County Water Authority officials joined with those from 
the Georgia Environmental Protection’s Watershed Protec-
tion Branch during a look over construction at the Mulco-
Ammons Springs Water Treatment Facility. / Kevin Myrick

 ♦  Emergency funds 
remains unopened as of 
February session, 
money used to keep 
General Fund on a 
positive balance


