
7513 Nashville St., Ringgold, Ga. ♦ 706-935-2621

Wednesday, July 8, 2020 Vol. 67, No. 28 ♦ Two sections

75 cents

Email: catoosacountynews@catoosanews.com Website: catoosawalkernews.com

INDEX
Calendar A7

Church A11

Classified B3

Community A8

Crossword B2

Editorial A4

Legals B3

Obituaries A2

Sports B1

Georgia schools 

budget is adopted with 

$950 million in cuts. 

Story on page A2

Our bumpy ride. 

Columnist David 

Carroll 

writes, 

Could 

anyone 

have 

predicted 

what we 

have seen during the 

past 113 days? 

Local Area Column on  

page A6.

Former University of 

Georgia pitcher Wilcox 

signs with San Diego 

. 

Story on page B1

For the 

latest 

on local 

news, 

visit 

catoosawalkernews.com.

© 2020 Times-Journal Inc.

INSIDE: A view from India: See how Phil Ledbetter and  
others are making a difference in the world >> A8

♦ ♦ ♦

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Coronavirus has claimed the lives of nine resi-
dents at a Rossville nursing home.

NHC HealthCare’s Rossville facility at 1425 
McFarland Ave. reported July 1 that 60 resi-
dents and 33 employees have tested positive 
for coronavirus.

According to NHC’s website, one resident pa-

tient has been transferred to a hospital, 28 have 
recovered, 22 are being treated for the virus in-
house, and nine resident patients have died.

Twenty-eight employees have recovered.
Residents who have tested positive for the 

virus, also called COVID-19, have been moved 
to a designated COVID-19 unit within the fa-
cility, separate from residents who have not 
contracted the virus; staff are dressed in full 
personal protective equipment, or PPE, when 

treating the residents who have tested positive, 
NHC spokesperson Casey Reese said June 5.

According to NHC’s website July 1, two em-
ployees at the Fort Oglethorpe facility have 
tested positive for the virus, one employee is 
under investigation for possibly having the vi-
rus, and no residents have tested positive or 
died from the virus.

Rossville nursing home still battling coronavirus

During the second half 
of June, 16 eating estab-
lishments were inspected in 
Catoosa and Walker coun-
ties. Of those inspections, 
two earned a perfect score 
of 100, 11 earned scores in 
the 90s (A), and three earned 
scores in the 80s (B).

Catoosa County

GUTHRIE’S RESTAU-
RANT (POPLAR SPRINGS 
RD)

67 POPLAR SPRINGS RD 
RINGGOLD

Inspection date: 06-30-
2020

Score: 90
Inspector’s notes: Observed 

TCS food (honey mustard) 
cold held at a temperature 
above 41 degrees in ice bath. 
CA: PIC chose to discard 
TCS foods. This violation 
is a repeat and will require 
a risk control plan for 6-8 
weeks starting 6/30/2020. 
(9 pts) Observed facility not 
displaying most recent in-
spection report. CA: PIC will 
obtain and display copy of 
most recent inspection to be 
displayed clearly in public 
view. (1 pt)

MOE’S SOUTHWEST 
GRILL

73 PARKWAY DR ROSS-
VILLE

Inspection date: 06-26-
2020

Score: 97
Inspector’s notes: Observed 

employee preparing food with 
bracelets on her wrist. CA: 
PIC had employee remove 
bracelets. (3 pts)

APPLEBEE’S
2219 BATTLEFIELD PKWY 

FORT OGLETHORPE
Inspection date: 06-25-

2020
Score: 82
Inspector’s notes: Observed 

employees not washing hands 
or changing gloves in between 
changing tasks. Employ-
ee went from using a sani-
tizer wiping cloth cleaning 
off counters and handling 
dirty dishes directly back 
to preparing food without 
changing gloves or washing 
hands. Observed another 
employee handle raw ham-
burger meat and go direct-
ly to preparing a sandwich 
without changing gloves or 
washing hands in between 
tasks. CA: PIC discussed 
when to wash and proper 
glove use with employees. 
Recommend PIC conduct a 
training with employees on 
handwashing procedures and 
glove use. (9 pts) Observed 
several TCS foods cold hold-
ing in various coolers above 
41 degrees Fahrenheit (see 
temperature chart below). 
This is a repeat violation 
within the last 12 months of 
routine inspections and will 
require a risk control plan. 

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

At the height of COVID-19, says 
Catoosa County Fire Chief Randy 
Camp, the fire department’s calls 
dropped from around 17 a day down 
to six a day.

“People were staying home more,” 
says Camp, “so there were fewer cars 
on the road, fewer wrecks, fewer home 
fires because people were home pay-
ing attention to things.”

And the calls the fire department 
did get during the height of the shut-
down were often out of the ordinary, 
says Camp, including calls for rides 
to rehabilitation or physical thera-
py centers.

Camp says calls are increasing as 
the state opens up for business more 
and are now at 10-12 a day.

Stranded in the water

Camp says his department has been 
seeing an increase in calls about kay-
akers and canoers stranded in area 
creeks. “We had three calls in June. 
People get overturned, stuck in trees 
in the water.”

The fire department already has 
equipment, including both metal 
and inflatable boats, for creek and 
water rescue. 

But Camp says he would like to 
see mile markers added along lo-
cal creeks, with different colors and 
shapes for different creeks, so peo-
ple will have reference points when 
they call for help.

In one recent case, Camp says fire-
fighters found a stranded woman 
quickly because he (Camp) was deeply 
familiar with the area and was able 
to ascertain where the kayaker was 
based on questions she answered 
about “landmarks” nearby. 

Many kayakers, he says, are from 
outside the area and cannot easily 
identify their location if they’re in 
trouble.

Every citizen a lifesaver

Camp says one of his dreams is for 
every citizen in the county to be trained 
in CPR. The fire department holds 
free CPR classes every month. Classes 
are currently being held at Station 9 
on Forrest Road in Fort Oglethorpe.

As a safety measure, Camp says 
current CPR classes are being lim-

ited to eight people. Each person 
will have their own mannequin and 
social distancing will be practiced.

To learn more about CPR classes, 
call 706-861-4194.

Tamara Wolk is a reporter for The 

Catoosa County News in Ringgold, 

Ga., and Walker County Messenger in 

LaFayette, Ga.
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Catoosa County Fire Chief Randy Camp would like to see color-coded mile markers along local creeks to help locate 
kayakers and canoers in trouble when they call for help.

Inspections for 
Catoosa and 
Walker counties 
for June 16-30

Tamara Wolk

The Catoosa County Fire Department has seen changes as a result of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

COVID-19 | Fire calls plummeted, but 
there were more creek rescues

See VIRUS, A3

“People were staying home 
more, so there were fewer cars 

on the road, fewer wrecks, 
fewer home fires because 

people were home paying atten-
tion to things.”

Catoosa County Fire Chief Randy Camp

Station 9 holds a ‘pushing in’ ceremony for new 
fire engine
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