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Young 
Artists

This artwork is from Ash-
worth Middle School sixth-
grader Melanie Chiapas.

This artwork is from Ash-
wor th  M idd le  Schoo l 
seventh-grader Lindsey 
Contreras.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

With Tom B. David Airport proving 
to be more and more of an attractive 
destination for the state’s aviation 
community, plans are in place for 
the addition of 18 more T-hangars 
at the airport off U.S. 41.

Airport Manager Dwight Albrit-
ton said the total project cost for the 
additional hangars is approximately 
$3 million.

“They will cash flow themselves,” 
he said, adding that the airport, which 
is jointly funded half and half by the 
city and county, will pay for the proj-
ect through revenue generated from 
rental fees on the hangers.

Due to heavy rain over the past sev-
eral months, Albritton said construc-
tion has been set back. However, if 
crews can break ground and have 
suitable weather, the hangars could 
be constructed in about three months.

“I wish I knew,” he said recently 
about when construction would begin. 
“When it’s dry enough to drive a truck 
or a dozer out there without it sink-
ing. I dream in the latter half of April 
or May they could get started.”

Each of the 18 hangars will be 44 
feet wide and 36 feet deep, Albritton 
said, and they will run along U.S. 41 in 
two rows. The hangars will be similar 
in design to the 54 T-hangars already 
at the airport, he added.

With 30 people on a waiting list 
to house their planes at the airport, 
Albritton said the new hangars will 
help to cut that down. But even with 
them, expansion continues to be in 

the forecast.
“We just have a nice facility that 

people enjoy being at,” he said, add-
ing that reasonable fuel and rental 
costs coupled with a strong sense of 
community help in attracting traf-
fic and tenants. “We do our best to 
make it a welcoming place.”

Albritton said the airport is attractive 
to pilots out of Metro Atlanta, which 
has full and busy airports. People will 
bring there plane to Calhoun to avoid 
that congestion, without having their 
plane being stored too far away.

“They can get here about as fast as 
they can get from one side of Atlanta 
to the other,” he said of the trip from 

Atlanta to Calhoun up Interstate 75. 
“We’re really fortunate that the Cal-
houn airport that’s north of Metro 
Atlanta is right on I-75.”

Having the airport about a mile 
from the I-75 aids in the growth and 
need to expand, Albritton said. It’s a 
positive feature that airports in Rome, 
Dalton and Cartersville don’t neces-
sarily have, he continued.

On average, Albritton estimated 
there are around 40 aviation opera-
tions a day at the airport. The corpo-
rate and business traffic happens more 
during the week, while the weekends 
bring out recreational flyers more. 
The new hangars are expected to 
bring out more recreational pilots, 
he continued.

“We’ve just had a steady period of 
growth,” Albritton said of his time as 
airport manager, beginning in 2002, 
when there were only about 32 han-
gars and 35 airplanes kept on site.

With the 18 additional hangars, 
the airport will have 72 T-hangars 
and 93 hangars in total. Albritton 
said that of the 105 public-use air-
ports in the state, Calhoun’s ranks 
either fifth or sixth in airplanes 
based on site. The Calhoun airport 
goes back and forth in the rankings 

Airport eyes further expansion in future 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.
com

While Calhoun City 
Schools has historically 
excelled in athletics, they 
also have a different kind 
of state champion in their 
midst, as of last month 
— the school’s literary 
team won the state title 
at the Class 3A literary 
competition on March 16.

Nine Calhoun students 
went to compete in the 
state competition, par-
ticipating in six events, 
and little did they know 
they wouldn’t only win a 
few first place awards, but 
would sweep the other 
regions’ teams.

Literary is a Georgia 
High School Association-
sponsored group and one 
that allows students to 
compete with scripted 
dramatic interpretations, 
singing trios and quar-
tets, as well as personal 
essays.

A literary team isn’t 
like any other team in a 
high school – it includes 
music, acting and writ-
ing, a rare mixture among 
high school groups. And 
it’s both an individual and 
team club, where mem-
bers compete indepen-
dently and a schools’ 
scores depend on how 
their individual mem-
bers score.

In the state tourna-
ment, Calhoun students 
competed in the catego-
ries of dramatic interpre-
tation, humorous inter-
pretation, girls trio, boys 
solo, duo interpretation 
and personal essay.

Calhoun High earned 
four first-place finishes 
and two second-place fin-
ishes for six out of twelve 
total events at state, 
which combined enough 

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

“Can I take one with my machete,” 
a voice sounds across the Ozone Skate 
Center in Dalton. It’s picture day for 
the North Georgia Roller Girls, and for 
the participants of this sport steeped 
in physical contact, looking tough and 
mean is all part of the game.

The all-female roller derby team is in 
the midst of a resurrection, returning 
to competition after the original team 
folded. Some of the ladies on the origi-
nal team have returned, while others 
are just coming aboard. Three Gordon 
County residents are currently on the 
roster — Payton Eagan, Tiffany Jones 
and Peyton Meadows. Other members 
come from Dalton and other cities 
across Northwest Georgia.

The team is prepping for its first 
home bout, a match-up with the Smoky 
Mountain Roller Girls on April 28 at 
the Ozone Skate Center, 611 Sheridan 
Ave. in Dalton, starting at 10:30 a.m. 
So after pictures last week, team mem-
bers hit the floor for practice.

The more experienced members 
separate from the group to practice 
higher-level skating drills, while new-
comers join up with team leader Julia 
Zavala, also known as Bubbles, to work 
on more basic skills, which they must 
master to be eligible to participate in 
the upcoming bout. Zavala, who injured 
herself while rounding a corner with 
speed at the Ozone, wears a walking 
boot and moves around while kneel-
ing on a scooter. She carries a clip-
board to assess the skills of the new 
team members.

As part of being bout-ready, the new-
comers have to be tested on their skat-
ing and knowledge of roller derby, she 
said. And with physical contact and 
movement essential to the sport, have 
a strong core of skills — like stopping, 
dropping down to the floor and jump-
ing back up, and turning with speed 

— is extremely important.
“It’s like football for women,” said 

Zavala. “When you start you fall in 
love with it.”

Though new to the team, Eagan 
practices with the team regulars, as 
she has been participating in roller 
derby since she was 15, joining up with 
a junior-level team in Rome.

“I just have a passion for roller skat-
ing,” she said, a passion which began 
like many others at a birthday party 
at a roller rink.

Eagan, even as a younger member, 
spoke of the team being more like a 
family, with everyone there to empower 
and encourage one another, she said.

“It’s like a family,” she said.
For others, the opportunity to be 

physical in a sport outside of high 
school is an attraction in its own right.

“Skating and brute strength sounds 
fun,” said Meadows, a Fairmount native 
and Gordon Central graduate, who 
joined the team at the encouragement 

of Jones, a co-worker of hers.
“There are rules to ensure it’s not 

complete chaos,” Eagan said. “But it’s 
still pretty rough.”

Jones, who played four years of 
soccer while attending Sonoraville 
High, got out of the National Guard 
in November, and was looking for a 
chance to continue to foster her ath-
letic side and exhibit the aggressive-
ness she previously had on the soc-
cer field. She is currently working on 
completing her skills test to be able 
to compete in bouts this year.

In coming back from the National 
Guard, Jones came to find her friends 
had all started to settle down, which 
was something she simply just wasn’t 
interested in. So she sought out a pos-
itive activity to keep her active, and 
she ended up finding a community of 
roller derby girls.

“All of them are pretty awesome,” 

Roller girls skate together
North Georgia Roller Girls readying for first home bout on April 28. 

The North Georgia Roller Girls. / Spencer Lahr

 ♦ The Calhoun 
literary team sends 
nine students to the 
state competition, 
welcoming the 
team and their 
state championship 
upon their return.

Literary 
team a 
diverse 
group

 ♦ Tom B. David Airport will 
soon have 18 new T-hangars, 
marking the next step in 
what has been more than a 
decade of expansion. 

A small plane heads out on the runway of Tom B. David Airport. / Spencer Lahr

See LITERARY, A11

See AIRPORT, A11

The North Georgia Roller Girls practice moving in a group while also dropping to 
their knees to practice getting back up quickly. 

See SKATE, A11


