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What’s 

inside

Calhoun resident finds joy 
in painting pets See story 
on B1.

Sonoraville wrestlers take 
home new rings See story 
on C1.

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

The Calhoun City Council approved next year’s 
budget on Monday night, including the utilities 
operating budget, the government annual bud-

get and the Calhoun City Schools’ budget. The 
board also separately approved the Calhoun 
Utility Rate Resolution, which was included in 
the overall budget.

After readings and public hearings, the city 
budget for the next fiscal year has been approved 
and will be put into effect starting on July 1. 
In addition, Calhoun Superintendent Michele 
Taylor said she believes her staff did a great 
job putting together the schools’ budget, which 
was also approved by the council on Monday 

night’s meeting.
As a part of the city government’s budget, 

SPLOST — the 1-cent special purpose, local option 
sales tax — funds will be reserved for the con-
struction of a new police station on McDaniel 
Station Road, projected to cost $3.6 million, and 
remodeling the recreation department’s general 
maintenance building, estimated at $500,000.

Also approved during the meeting was the 

Staff reports

Members of the Georgia National 
Guard’s 48th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team returned stateside Monday with 
a welcome from the governor at Hunter 
Army Airfield in Savannah.

Gov. Brian Kemp and his family wel-
comed home members team as they 
returned from their deployment in 
Afghanistan.

“It was truly an honor to welcome home 
the brave men and women of the Geor-
gia National Guard’s 48th Brigade this 
morning,” said Kemp. “We are forever 
grateful for the service and sacrifice of 
these heroes, and because of their efforts, 
we remain a unified nation of freedom 
and justice. Our family continues to give 

thanks and pray for the safe return of the 
service men and women defending our 
nation across the globe.”

Based in Macon and including sev-
eral units from Calhoun and Northwest 
Georgia, the 48th Brigade was deployed 
to Afghanistan in November for a nine-
month tour. They received word recently, 
however, that they’d be coming home 
early.

The unit previously deployed to Afghani-
stan in 2009-2010 and Iraq in 2005-2006.

About 2,000 National Guard citizen 
soldiers with units based out of armor-
ies in Cedartown, Calhoun, Canton and 
Dalton were involved in the deployment. 
Major Will Parker said in the fall that 
the deployment was primarily to be a 
security mission.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Every year for the past 20 or so years, 
Gordon County has hosted a Star-Span-
gled Celebration – and this year is no 
different. The 2019 Celebration will 
be held July 4 at the Cherokee Capital 
Fairgrounds.

Bud Owens, who serves the county 
on the Board of Commissioners and 
also the executive director for Floyd 
Medical Center EMS, started the event 
years ago for the community to cele-
brate Independence Day together. The 
celebration started off its first year with 
entertainment and a firework show, 
and now has grown to be more popu-
lar than Owens originally expected.

“It has grown into the largest single-
day event in Gordon County annually, 
with the exception of the Christmas 
parade,” Owens said. “We normally 
pack thousands into the fairgrounds 
for the event.”

Owens said there will be live music 
performed at the event starting at 
6 p.m., including Gordon County-
based band Babes Bayou, Nashville 
artist Jess Kellie Adams and musician 
Tommy Ray Gurley, who specializes in 
performing 1950s-style songs. Other 
performers will be present, includ-
ing other musicians, magicians and 
dance teams.

Food vendors will be setting up shop 
for the evening festivities, inflatables 
and games will be available and there 
will be fun activities for the entire fam-
ily, Owens said.

Gates will open at 5 p.m. and fire-
works will begin around 10 p.m. There 
will also be a laser light show before 
the fireworks, a new addition to the 
celebration which is sponsored by San-
tek Waste Services.

Star-Spangled 
Celebration 
approaches 

 ♦ Gordon County celebrates 
July 4th with their annual 
family-friendly event and 
firework show.

See CELEBRATION, A11

48th Infantry Brigade welcomed home in Savannah
Gov. 

Brian 
Kemp 
greets 

members 
of the 
48th 

Infantry 
Brigade 

in 
Savannah 

on 
Monday. 

♦
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Staff reports

Gordon County’s business 
leaders gathered for a Gordon 
County Chamber of Commerce 
Booster Lunch last week spon-
sored by AdventHealth Gordon. 
Pete Weber, president and CEO 
of AdventHealth Gordon, was the 
program speaker and updated the 
community on the construction 
projects that have been taking 
place at the hospital.

“We always look forward to host-
ing the community, and the Gor-
don County Chamber of Commerce 
is one of our best partners,” said 
Weber. “The impact that these 
projects will have on our com-
munity is really exciting.”

Since mid-2018, AdventHealth 
Gordon has been working on a 

AdventHealth Gordon hosts 
Chamber Booster Lunch

Daniel Bell

Justin Martin of Brasfield and Gorrie works inside the bathroom of a new patient room at AdventHealth Gordon.

Russell Davis, IT director for AdventHealth Gordon, talks to chamber 
members about the construction taking place at the hospital during a 
tour recently.See CHAMBER, A11

City approves budget and utility increases
 ♦ Councilwoman Palazzolo votes 

against utility rate resolution after 
receiving feedback from local citizens.

See CITY, A11


