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By Don Stilwell
DStilwell@CatoosaNews.com

Charles Nix, principal at Lakev-
iew-Fort Oglethorpe High School, 
was officially approved Thursday, 
Nov. 18, to become Catoosa Coun-
ty’s next school superintendent.

The five-member county school 
board unanimously approved his 
appointment during a called meet-
ing Thursday afternoon.

Nix, who will take the reins 
April 1, will replace Superinten-
dent Denia Reese, who has served 
as superintendent since 2005.

“I am honored to be selected as 
the next superintendent of CCPS 
(Catoosa County Public Schools),” 
Nix said Thursday. “I look forward 

to continuing the tra-
dition of excellence 
entrusted to me by 
our distinguished 
school board and 
modeled by our re-
markable superinten-
dent, Denia Reese.

“The guiding prin-
ciples and purpose of 
Catoosa County Public Schools,” 
he said, “will remain unchanged 
throughout this transition, and 
we will continue an unwavering 
commitment to provide a first-
class education that ensures col-
lege and career readiness for all of 
our students. We will also remain 
steadfastly committed to listening 
and partnering with our parents 

and supporting our 
outstanding faculty 
and staff.”

Nix has worked in 
CCPS since 2006, 
when he was a dep-
uty with the county 
Sheriff’s Office and 
worked at Lakeview-
Fort Oglethorpe High 

School as a school resource officer.
In 2008, he was hired to teach 

public safety at Heritage High 
School.

In 2014, he became assistant 
principal at West Side Elemen-
tary School, then moved back to 
LFO High as assistant principal 
in 2015. He became principal of 
LFO High School in 2017.

Nix graduated from Georgia 
Northwestern Technical College 
in 2010 with an Associate of Sci-
ence in criminal justice. In 2019, 
he earned honors from the Tech-
nical College System of Geor-
gia, and he was recognized by 
the Technical College System of 
Georgia Foundation as an Alum-
nus of the Year for 2018.

He also holds a Master of Ed-
ucation in curriculum and in-
struction from Lincoln Memorial 
University in Tennessee, and an 
Education Specialist in educa-
tional leadership from Valdosta 
State University in Georgia.

“Nix brings a great wealth of 

Nix to become next school chief

Charles Nix Don Dycus

By Don Stilwell
DStilwell@CatoosaNews.com

CHI Memorial on Wednesday, 
Nov. 17, notified the state that it 
plans to file a Certificate of Need 
(CON) in December for a new hos-
pital in Ringgold.

A CON is required in order to 
build a new health-care facility. The 
CON process is to secure the appro-
priate state regulatory approvals to 
advance the project and begin con-
struction, CHI said.

CHI’s current hospital building in 
Fort Oglethorpe, called CHI Memo-
rial Hospital Georgia and located at 
100 Gross Crescent Circle, is nearly 
70 years old, with some portions of 
the hospital dating back to 1904.

The new hospital, which will also 
be called CHI Memorial Hospital 
Georgia but located on Battlefield 
Parkway in Ringgold, will replace 
the Fort Oglethorpe facility.

CHI Memorial said the new hos-
pital will feature state-of-the-art 
inpatient beds, including an inten-
sive care unit (ICU), a full-service 
emergency department, and oper-
ating rooms and procedural suites. 

It will connect to the current CHI 
Memorial Rees Skillern Cancer 
Center and CHI Memorial Parkway 
medical office building, creating a 
single campus and establishing a 
central location for inpatient and 
outpatient services.

On Wednesday, Nov. 17, CHI 
Memorial filed a formal Letter of 
Intent (LOI) outlining details of the 
project, including a projected total 
investment of more than $130 mil-
lion “to better serve its healthcare 
ministry in North Georgia,” CHI 
said in a news release on Thurs-
day, Nov. 18.

CHI officially announced in June 
its plans to build a new facility.

A bond issue from Catoosa Coun-
ty will support funding for the new 
hospital. Groundbreaking for the 
new CHI Memorial Hospital Geor-
gia is scheduled to take place early 
summer of 2022, with a targeted 
completion date of mid-2024.

“The new CHI Memorial Hospital 
on Battlefield Parkway will accom-
plish a major goal of our communi-
ty,” Steven Henry, Catoosa County 
Board of Commissioners chair-
man, said when the CHI officially 

announced it. “Providing contem-
porary and comfortable inpatient 
rooms, ICU, emergency room and 
operating rooms in the middle of 
Catoosa County will greatly benefit 
the residents of Catoosa County, as 
well as all of North Georgia.

“With this new state-of-the-art 
facility,” he said, “Catoosa County 
residents will be able to stay in the 
county for health-related services. 
It will also provide employment 
opportunities for our residents. 
Battlefield Parkway has become 
the health-care location of choice, 
and we could not be more proud.

“It would be good for the hospital, 
good for the community and sur-
rounding communities and good 
for economic development, which 
would benefit everyone,” he said.

Henry pointed out that the Bat-
tlefield Parkway location would be 
more central and allow for better 
parking, which would draw people 
from a larger area.

Don Stilwell is editor for The Catoosa 

County News in Ringgold, Ga., and 

the Walker County Messenger in 

LaFayette, Ga.

CHI Memorial takes next step 
for new hospital in Catoosa
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The new hospital will connect to the current CHI Memorial Rees Skillern Cancer Center and CHI Memorial 
Parkway medical office building, creating a single campus and establishing a central location for inpatient 
and outpatient services.
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The CHI Memorial Hospital Georgia building at 100 Gross Crescent Circle, Fort Oglethorpe, is nearly 70 years old.

During Nov. 1-15, 2021, the health 
department conducted inspections at 
21 food services in Catoosa and Walker 
counties.

Of those inspected, eight earned a 
perfect score of 100; 10 earned a score 
in the 90s (A); and three earned a score 
in the 80s (B).

Note: Scores are original and do not 
necessarily reflect on-the-spot changes, 
which sometimes lead to upward ad-
justments.

CATOOSA COUNTY

75 CAFE
400 DIRECT CONNECTION DR 

ROSSVILLE
Inspection date: 11-04-2021
Score: 100
THE ROSEWOOD
14 FORT TOWN DR ROSSVILLE
Inspection date: 11-04-2021
Score: 96
Observed cover to the slicer, the blade 

of the can opener, and the ceiling of the 
microwave all with debris on the equip-
ment. CA: Equipment must be cleaned 
after use or when changing tasks. PIC 
cleaned the slicer and can opener in the 
dish area and sanitized the microwave. 
Corrected On-Site. New Violation. Cor-
rect By: 11/04/2021

Remarks: Discussed cold holding pro-
cedures for pasteurized eggs with PIC. 
Also discussed proper storage of clean-
ing equipment for the mops.

AMC (BATTLEFIELD 10)
1099 BATTLEFIELD PKWY FORT 

OGLETHORPE
Inspection date: 11-05-2021
Score: 100
MCALLISTER’S DELI
2705 BATTLEFIELD PKWY STE 100 

FT. OGLETHORPE
Inspection date: 11-08-2021
Score: 97
Observed wiping cloths not properly 

stored between use. CA: PIC collected 
improperly stored cloths and discussed 
proper holding methods for in-between 
use. Corrected On-Site. New Violation.

Remarks: Discussed proper hair re-
straints with PIC and proper maintenance 
of ware-washing equipment.

SUPER 8 FORT OGLETHORPE 
(CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST)

2044 LAFAYETTE RD FORT OGLETHO-
RPE

Inspection date: 11-08-2021
Score: 100
PIZZA HUT
1919 BATTLEFIELD PKWY FT. 

OGLETHORPE
Inspection date: 11-10-2021
Score: 100
SUBWAY DRIVE THRU
2865 BATTLEFIELD PKWY FORT 

OGLETHORPE
Inspection date: 11-10-2021
Score: 96
Observed several food items that were 

not discarded according to the food estab-
lishment’s policies. CA: Had PIC discard 
the items and review policies on item dis-
posal. Corrected On-Site. New Violation.

Remarks: Discussed cleaning meth-
ods for food contact surfaces with PIC. 
Also reviewed employee health protocol.

IHOP
2047 BATTLEFIELD PKWY FORT 

Inspections for Catoosa 
and Walker counties for 
Nov. 1-15
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