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Victory Baptist Church 
Stockings of Love Com-
munity Dinner is re-
scheduled for Saturday, 
December 16th at 11 am. 
Free Christmas lunch, 
stockings full of toys and 
candy for kids under 18, 
free clothing, books and 
Bibles. The church is lo-
cated on 15 Hendrix Road 
in Rockmart. Call 678-685-
4570 if you need a ride.

A new initiative called 
For Polk (www.forpolk.
com) is holding an upcom-
ing event at Victory Baptist 
Church, located at 15 Hen-
drix Road, Rockmart, for 
their Jingle Jam concert 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
start at $20. Visit Forpolk.
com for more information, 
or call 770-384-7655.

The Polk County Li-
brary Board of Trustees 
meeting will be held this 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017 
at 1 p.m. at the Cedartown 
Public Library.

The next spaghetti din-
ner at American Legion 
Post 12 will be this eve-
ning, Wednesday, Dec. 
13. The meal is served 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Spaghet-
ti, meatballs, garlic toast 
and salad, $5, all-you-
can-eat. Trivia with Tom 
and Betty starts at 6 p.m. 
Come and enjoy a break 
from shopping and let us 
cook for you.

From staff reports

It isn’t even winter yet 
and already snow and ice 
have caused fun for some 
and headaches for others 
here in Polk County.

Roadways grew slick 
with a slurry of snow and 
melt water, trees buck-
led under the weight of 
a thick coat of powder 
and power lines were 
dragged down, leaving 
thousands of residents in 
the dark during a frigid 
Friday.

Government offices 
closed but Public Safe-
ty and Public Works offi-
cials stayed on the clock 
during the week-end-
ing snowstorm that hit 
to start the day on Dec. 
8. More than a dozen 
wrecks were reported by 
mid-afternoon, and offi-
cials were kept busy later 
in the night as trees went 
down across roadways.

Public Safety Director 
Randy Lacey said sev-
eral wrecks with minor 
injuries were reported 

earlier in the day, but 
non-injury wrecks were 
eventually not sent out to 
respond due to the large 
number of calls.

Additionally, Lacey 
said that “we also worked 
at least 25 downed trees 
and power lines” during 
the day.

He added that in the 
future residents who are 
seeking traffic informa-
tion shouldn’t call 911 to 
get answers.

Polk County gets snowed in

Contributed photo by Garry Baldwin

Aragon Mayor Garry Baldwin sent in this 

photo of the Aragon United Methodist 

Church during last week’s snowstorm. Please see SNOW A9

School 
board 

approves
contracts

 z The final meeting is 
kept brief as work for 
the year is completed 
and remaining policy 
items are tabled.

By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

Polk School District 
worked closely with finan-
cials when they approved 
the bids of three new ven-
dors in the area of archi-
tects and nutrition during a 
brief session for December.

Company QSS-Ashton, 
LLC was approved to pro-
vide temporary staffing 
for Polk school’s nutri-
tion department, and as-
sociates of QSS-Ashton 
who work for Polk will re-
ceive a 37 percent mark-
up on their hourly pay.

Also approved without 
discussion needed was 
a nutrition-based issue 
around services for local 
school cafeterias. Cart-
er’s Septic Tank Services 
was approved as the Polk 
School District’s official 
grease pit pumping and 
cleaning technician.

Johnson 
personnel 
hearing 

called off
 z The Youngs Grove 

assistant principal 
remains suspended 
with pay for now.

From staff reports

An elementary school 
administrator remains 
suspended with pay for the 
time being and a hearing 
that was scheduled over 
the issue was called off.

The Polk County Board 
of Education was set to 
hold an open hearing 
over the suspension of 
Youngs Grove Elementa-
ry School Assistant Prin-
cipal Matt Johnson after 
press time on Monday, 
but late last week Super-
intendent Laurie Atkins 
reported the hearing was 
now called off.

“Both parties came to 
an agreement and Mr. 
Johnson will continue to 
be suspended with pay 
at this time,” Atkins said.

She could not provide 
further details about 
Johnson’s suspension at 
this time, citing it as a 
personnel issue.

Please see JOHNSON A3

Please see SCHOOLS A2

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Many years ago when Co-
ca-Cola was still bottled 
in downtown Cedartown, 
the company’s logo used 
to light up Main Street in 
front of the small plant.

Now the neon tubes 
are up and running and 
were turned on once again 
for the first time for the 
Christmas Parade with the 
help of the iconic Coca-Co-
la Polar Bear to celebrate 
the sign’s first night above 
the front entrance to the 
Cedartown Museum of Co-
ca-Cola Memorabilia.

Cedarstream owner Ja-

mie Morris said his family 
was glad to be able to bring 
the signage back to where 
it rightfully belonged on 

the front of the building, 
home to the museum since 
opening in June 2016.

“This was kind of one 

more step in the rehab of 
this building and we feel it 
makes a positive statement 
for Main Street,” Morris 
said. “And getting to turn 
it on for the first time on 
Christmas parade night 
worked out really well.”

The Morris family got 
the sign rebuilt and re-
installed to honor their 
one-year anniversary, and 
began the project several 
months ago by first seek-
ing out donations around 
the community to help 
cover costs. Morris said 
the sign itself took a month 
to put together, and more 
than four months overall.

Removed decades before, 
the original sign was likely 
turned into scrap metal, so 
a whole new one required 
rebuilding. It maintains 
the original design.

Cedartown Coke Museum sign restored

Kevin Myrick / SJ

The Cedartown Coca-Cola Bottling Company 

sign now lights up Main Street once again 

after being fully restored and reinstalled.

 z The museum 
celebrates the rebuilt 
neon light above its 
front entrance.

Please see SIGN A6

Cedartown celebrates Christmas on the ‘Silver Screen’

ABOVE: The Cedartown 

High School Marching 

Band plays Christmas 

favorites in the annual 

Christmas Parade.

RIGHT, TOP: Winnie the 

Pooh and many more of 

his friends from the 

Hundred Acre Wood take 

part in the Cedartown 

Christmas Parade last 

week, this year’s theme 

around “Cedartown on 

the Silver Screen” gave 

the city a chance to 

honor Sterling Holloway.

RIGHT, BOTTOM: 
Characters from Dr. 

Seuss join in the fun in 

Cedartown’s Christmas 

Parade

Photos by Kevin Myrick,  

Polk County Standard Journal

See more parade photos 

inside on page A10.

Please see CALENDAR A12


