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Area Calendar 

of Events

Come take part this week 
in a service meant to honor 
those suffering from loss 
during the holiday season 
at Cedartown First United 
Methodist Church. They’re 
holding their annual Blue 
Christmas service at 7 p.m. 
in the sanctuary. They’ll ad-
ditionally be holding a Live 
Nativity Scene and Petting 
Zoo will be held on Christmas 
Eve on the Church’s lawn 
on Tuesday, Dec. 24 from 1 
to 4 p.m., which includes a 
Children’s Glow Light service 
at 2 p.m. on Christmas Eve 
in the church’s Fellowship 
Hall. The annual Candle-
light Service honoring the 
birth of Jesus is being held 
at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Rockmart Presbyterian 
is holding their Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service on 
Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 6 p.m. 
Visit the church’s website 
at rockmartpresbyterian.
org to find out more.

The First Baptist Church of 
Cedartown’s annual Christ-
mas events are scheduled 
beginning with Poinset-
tia Sunday on Dec. 22 at 
11 a.m., along with the an-
nual candlelight service lat-
er that evening at 6 p.m. 
Their Christmas Day ser-
vice on Dec. 25 will be held 
at 10:30 a.m. and this year 
is titled “Tell Me the Story 
of Jesus.”

Second Baptist of Ced-
artown is holding their an-
nual Christmas candlelight 
service on Sunday, Dec. 22 
at 6 p.m. Visit their page at 
facebook.com/sbcedartown 
to learn more.

Staff reports

An Alpharetta businesswoman 
with close to $500,000 in her war 
chest announced she’ll seek the 
Congressional District 14 seat being 
vacated by U.S. Rep. Tom Graves, 
R-Ranger.

Marjorie Taylor Greene had been 
running in the District 6 Republi-
can primary against Karen Handel, 
who’s been endorsed by Gov. Brian 
Kemp and both of Georgia’s U.S. 
senators.

In a statement late last week, she 
said she’s been “urged by many con-
servative supporters” to move her 
campaign to the Northwest Geor-
gia district.

Greene was in Rome last Thurs-
day to meet with some local Repub-

licans before deciding to launch a 
bid for the seat. During a stop at the 
Rome News-Tribune office, she said 
she’s also visited with party leaders 
in Dalton and other areas.

“Georgia 14 is one of the most 
pro-Trump districts in the coun-
try, and I am one of the most pro-
Trump candidates,” she said.

Greene said Congressional Re-
publicans have not given President 
Donald Trump the support he needs 
and she wants to help change that.

“I’m not willing to let this strong 
pro-Trump district go to a moder-
ate Republican ... They didn’t de-
fund sanctuary cities, they didn’t 
fund the wall. They let funding go 
to Planned Parenthood. They didn’t 
repeal and replace Obamacare,” 
she said.

While she had no local endorse-
ments to announce late last week, 
Greene said she’s expecting them 
to come as more voters in the dis-
trict get to know her.

She said she is talking with her 
husband, Perry Greene, about put-
ting their home up for sale “im-
mediately” and moving to the 
district. Members of Congress 
don’t have to live in the district 
they represent.

“We’re family people,” she said. 
“What I’m proudest of is being a 
mom, a wife and a small-business 
owner. ... My values just line up 
so well in Georgia 14,” she said.

As far as local connections go, 
Greene said she’s familiar with 
the district through the family 
business, Taylor Commercial Inc. 

The firm has done construction 
jobs in Paulding County and won 
an award from the Associated 
General Contractors of Georgia in 
2012 for the siding on The Hub at 
Winshape at Berry College.

Qualifying is in March and the 
primary election is in May.

Ruth Demeter, who chairs the 
Floyd County Democratic Party, 
said they expect to field a candidate 
in the November general election.

“This is a great time for resi-
dents in this Congressional seat 
area to consider what’s important 
to them,” Demeter said. “Most peo-
ple I talk to prefer someone who 
understands the character of our 
region from personal experience 
who can best represent us at the 
national level.”

Marjorie Taylor Greene jumping into race for 14th district

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The City of Cedartown will be get-
ting new radio equipment when the 
county’s still-to-be approved radio 
system goes into place, but city com-
missioners weren’t happy having to 
cast the vote to approve.

New Commissioner Sam Branch 
questioned why the system was be-
ing purchased only six years after the 
previous version — not long after he 
left the employ of the 911 center — 
and why public safety officials from 
Cedartown weren’t consulted before 
votes came up for them to approve 
an intergovernmental agreement on 
the costs for new equipment.

City Manager Bill Fann when in-
troducing the intergovernmental 
agreement establishing Cedartown’s 
partnership in using the radio system 
with the county, but also the total cost 
of $373,358 they’ll owe the county to 
purchase new handheld radios for the 
fire and police departments.

“With a little bit of wiggling by 
our police and fire departments in 
regards with lower cost equipment, 
we were able to reduce this some-
what,” Fann said.

At least one of the radios the city 
agreed to purchase in the upgrade 
will total in around $6,700. A ma-
jority of the equipment is around 
$3,500 to $3,700 per radio, totaling 
up to 100 even.

Once commissioners began their 
discussion of the new agreement and 
purchase costs, he pointedly asked 
Fann, Commission Chair Matt Fos-
ter and Chief Felix White when they 
were first brought into the discussions 
on the new radio system.

“That is a great question, and it de-
pends entirely upon who you ask. We 
were told by former assistant county 
manager Barry Atkison that the dis-
cussion began early last spring,” Fann 
answered. He added in a clarifying re-
sponse that he meant 2019, and that 
it was this past August before the city 
was brought into the discussion for 
what will amount to more than $6 
million in costs for the county and 
shared in subscriber equipment by 
the cities.

“Anytime during that time period, 
Mr. City Manager, were you consult-
ed by the county regarding this radio 
system?” Branch additionally ques-
tioned, and received only a “No sir” 
from Fann in response.

Branch’s issue was not with the 
upgrades themselves, a proposal he 
greatly values and appreciates consid-
ering his father’s time as a volunteer 
and later fire chief in the Polk County 
Fire Department. He had problems 
with the process.

“Some of you may know this, and 
some of you may not: I know very 
intimately both sides of that system. 
I’ve stood on the back of a pickup 
truck on a tool box with a radio up 
in the air at 2 o’clock in the morning 
on Little Harmony Road watching 
a house burn down. Can’t get radio 
out,” Branch explained. “I’ve also sat 
in the dispatch room trying to figure 
out if one of my police officers was in 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Santa Claus was a busy man in 
Taylorsville over the weekend.

His first stop was supposed 
to be their first ever Christmas 
parade late last week, but he 
got a reprieve and only had to 
worry about visiting with local 
children and enjoying some free 
hot cocoa and cookies before his 

big ride delivering toys around 
the world.

Santa’s trip to Taylorsville be-
gan a weekend of fun for their 
small town Christmas, capped 
off with that first ever Christ-
mas Parade on Saturday and a 
toy giveaway downtown.

Taylorsville’s Tammy Redd, 
who helped organize the events, 
said the whole idea of celebrat-
ing the holidays with the trio of 

events was to give back to the 
community.

“We’re a small town commu-
nity, and we’re all real close,” 
she said. “We like giving back, 
because the people out here give 
back a lot so it feels good to do 
something for them.”

She said the atmosphere in 
Taylorsville this time of year — 
filled in the evenings and nights 
with lights and holiday cheer 
— comes from the closeness of 
neighbors and friends.

Staff  reports

Several students from 
the Polk School District 
are heading to the state 
level of competition in 
2020 following wins in 
the SkillsUSA Region 
1 event in recent days.

Winners include Auto-
move Refinishing Tech-
nology competitor Hunt-
er Forsyth of Cedartown 
High School, who took 
a lone first place in the 
event.

Rockmart’s Ansley 
Wynn also took a first 
place win in CPR and 
First Aid, as well as class-
mate Oliver Nolasco in 
Plumbing.

“Students from both 
campuses of Polk County 
College and Career Acad-

emy represented us well 
at the region competition 
and will be moving on 
the the state competition 
in March,” PCCCA CEO 
and Assistant Superin-
tendent Katie Thomas 
said. “The standard of 
excellence when it comes 
to technical skill has al-
ways been a top prior-
ity in Polk County. We 
could not be more proud 
of our students and in-
structors that work ex-
tremely hard daily to 
showcase their talents.”

The district also had 
several second and third 
place winners this year. 
Those included Cedar-
town finishers in Col-
lision Repair Technol-
ogy second place winner 
Rodney Williams, Job 

Demonstration Madison 
Whatley and Esthetics 
second place winner San-
dra Daniell. Third place 
Bulldogs included Ethan 
Lester in CPR and First 
Aid, Seth Wright in Pre-
pared Speech and Rossy 
Cruz in Cosmetology.

The wins mark the 
latest students to head 
onward to chances at a 
state title in SkillsUSA 
competition. The top 
two from each category 
head onward to Atlanta 
March 12 through March 
14, then have a chance 

at the national level in 
the summer months of 
2020.

The competitions allow 
for students to showcase 
talents they are learning 
in the classroom and 
on the campus of the 
Polk County College and 
Career Academy they’ll 
soon have a chance to 
use in the real world as 
workers.

“Our students are the 
future employees and 
citizens of this commu-

SkillsUSA winners 
heading to state 
from Region 1

Commission 
“begrudgingly” 

approves 
new radios

Kevin Myrick

Ember Goodwin, Lexi Goodwin, Andalynn Campbell and Rylee Goodwin joined Mr. Claus at Talyorsville Town 
Hall on Friday evening, December 13 for Cookies with Santa.

Georgia Northwestern Technical College

Cedartown High School’s Rossy Cruz placed third in 
Cosmetology in the Region 1 SkillsUSA competition.
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Santa stops in Taylorsville
Evening enjoying cookies with kids, parade and 
more brings St. Nick in for a small town Christmas
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