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Young 
Artists

By Aysha James, a fresh-
man at Gordon Central 

By Alexia Avina, a senior at 
Gordon Central 

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section. Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Daniel Bell at DBell@

CalhounTimes.com. 

By Dalyn Muse, a senior at 
Gordon Central

CVB working to rebrand

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Sarah Ostuw, director of the Gordon County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, said the or-
ganization will get a new look and feel in early 
2020 thanks to an ongoing rebranding effort.

A new logo, website and “cohesive marketing 

strategies” will all be part of the 
effort, she said, as the CVB works 
with a company called Orange 142 
to update the appeal of the area.

Ostuw, who joined the CVB ear-
lier this year, said there are a few 
reasons for the project, including 
a website that is five years old and 
essentially piggybacks on the look 
and feel of the Gordon County 
Chamber of Commerce’s branding, including the 
use of the chamber logo for the past 30 years.

“With websites, after about five years, it’s time to 

upgrade with the latest technologies,” Ostuw said.
The goal is to separate the convention and visitors 

bureau from the chamber, and to create a focused 
marketing effort that best represents what the area 
has to offer. “Really, Calhoun and Gordon County 
need a brand. We don’t have that right now,” she said.

Along with Orange 142, the CVB surveyed about 
100 actively involved people in Calhoun and Gor-
don County, including chamber members, busi-
ness owners, members of the 2020 Calhoun/
Gordon County Leadership Class, and others.

 ♦ A new website and logo are only part 
of what the organization hopes to 
launch in 2020. 

School 
systems 
seeking 
calendar 
feedback
By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

The Calhoun City and Gordon 
County school systems are seek-
ing input into next year’s school 
calendar and have distributed 
an online survey in the effort.

Officials say the systems are 
partnering together to provide 
stakeholders, community mem-
bers, teachers, students and 
staff an opportunity to share 
their thoughts ahead of the 
2020-2021 school year.

The survey can be found at 
https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/5ZGRJ58.

“Both superintendents and 
school boards were open to the 
idea of a joint school calendar 
planning committee to discuss 
how we could better align the 
school calendars to meet the 
needs of students,” said Kim 
Fraker, superintendent of Gor-
don County Schools, who joined 
the system on June 1.

Calhoun Superintendent Mi-
chele Taylor concurred.

“It’s been great working with 
Dr. Fraker, who brings some 
new perspectives about calen-
dar planning, having worked 
in a few neighboring districts. 
We both see the value of col-
laboration, and I’m looking 
forward to working with her 
on this initiative,” Taylor said.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Karl Porfirio hopes others will re-
member his son as the energetic, ath-
letic young man who volunteered to 
serve his country by joining the Air 
Force in 2007. He hopes they will re-
member him for his patriotism and 
sacrifice, rather than for the medical 
procedures that made him famous.

In November 2009, Air Force Se-
nior Airman Tre Porfirio was shot 

three times in the back at point-
blank range during an insurgent 
ambush in Afghanistan. Doctors at 
two different base hospitals worked 
to stabilize his condition before 
sending him to Walter 
Reed Army Medical 
Center in Maryland. 
There, surgeons re-
moved Tre’s injured 
pancreas and complet-
ed a groundbreaking 
surgery through which 
they injected insulin-
producing islet cells 
into his liver, making it possible for 
that organ to produce insulin itself.

Looking back, his father said he 
is thankful for the sheer amount of 
work and dedication that the medi-

cal staff at Walter Reed put into sav-
ing his son’s life. He is also thankful 
for the extra time he had with Tre 
in the months after the procedure.

“There were days when he was 
good and there were days when he 
wasn’t so good after the surgery,” 
Porfirio said. “But he got to see (his 
son) Landon’s birth and we were able 
to spend time together. I honestly 
hoped he might go back to work.”

Tre did not return to work. He 
passed away in November 2010, just 
three months after receiving a Purple 
Heart. Purple Heart is a military dec-
oration awarded to those wounded 
or killed while serving as a member 
of the United States military.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

For most marathon runners, simply 
crossing the finish line of a 26.2-mile race 
is kind of a big deal, an accomplishment 
worked toward and strived for over months 
of pavement pounding training.

When Calhoun’s George Southgate crossed 
the BG26.6 finish line in Boiling Green, 
Kentucky, last weekend, he did so for the 
400th time. And if that weren’t impres-

sive enough, Southgate is 73 years old and 
had only completed four marathons before 
the year 2000, which means he’s ran that 
iconic distance 396 times entering his 50s.

“It went well, but I was a few minutes 
slower than last year,” said Southgate of 
last weekend’s race.

He was the second oldest person in the race, 
but finished first (out of two runners) in his 
own age group. Because it was his 400th mara-
thon, race organizers slotted him the No. 400 
bib number, and because he and only one oth-
er person have ran all editions of the BG26.6, 
officials gifted him a special medal holder.

‘I especially want Landon to know his father loved him’

‘My Daddy’s Heart is Purple’

400 marathons and counting

Kelcey Caulder 

Children’s Librarian and Assistant Branch Manager Elizabeth Howard and Karl Porfirio at the Calhoun-Gordon County Library.

 ♦ The memory of a fallen 
airman lives on through 
children’s book written by his 
father.

 ♦ George Southgate is eyeing at 
least a dozen more.

Sarah 

Ostuw

See CVB, A8

See SCHOOLS, A8

Tre Porfirio

See PURPLE, A7

See MARATHONS, A8

George 
Southgate 

shows off the 
race bib, 

medal and 
special gift 

from his 
400th 

marathon 
while wearing 

a shirt in 
honor of his 

completion of 
the 50 state 

challenge.
♦

Daniel Bell


