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This week, quite a few early 
birds came out to the polls to 
cast their votes before Elec-
tion Day on Tuesday. 

Shea Hicks, the chair-
man of the Gordon County 
Board of Elections and Voter 
Registration, said that the 
office has been incredibly 
busy with early voters. The 
Calhoun Times joined those 
who showed up to ask about 
voting history and opinions 
regarding the significance of 
voting this election season.

Two people at the polls this 
week were Dave and Betty 
Reeves, a couple in their 70s. 
Both thought it was impor-
tant that everyone gets out to 
vote, and have been doing so 
since they were legally of age. 

Calendar ����������������������������A8

Church News ���������������������A5 

Classifieds �������������������������B7

Obituaries ��������������������������A3

Opinion ������������������������������A4

Sports ��������������������������������B1

    

Saturday, November 3, 2018 Volume 149, No. 88

75¢

Agriculture
Greg Bowman shares thoughts 
on protecting plants for winter.

Opinion
Managing Editor 
Spencer Lahr shares 
his thoughts on a 
football bye week.

Sports
Calhoun, Gordon 
Central and 
Sonoraville finish out 
their regular seasons 
with their sights set 
on the postseason.
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Annual Christmas Open House
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Calhoun, Gordon schools’ CCRPI scores are released

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

The transition from soldier to civilian is never 
easy, and becomes even more difficult when 
veterans return home with injuries, according 

to Michael Reynolds, who served in the U.S. 
Army as a flight medic for 18 years. During his 
service, he suffered a traumatic brain injury 
in Iraq and medically retired in August 2012.

Coming home to Gordon County, he wanted 
to find a new purpose, according to the tele-
vision series “Growing a Greener World” cre-
ated by the Public Broadcasting Service. In the 
spring of 2017, a PBS crew came out to Reyn-
olds’ farm to talk to him about being involved 
with the Farmer Veteran Coalition. In the series’ 
episode No. 807, a short biography on Reyn-
olds’ experience as a farmer is captured on film.

“Being a soldier is hard work,” Reynolds said on 
camera, explaining how the schedule of an army 
medic is often nonstop with little time to rest.

Though he is a licensed paramedic by the state 
of Georgia, because of his injury he was no lon-
ger able to continue in that line of work when he 
returned home from a military hospital.

“Guys at the fire department, the police depart-
ment and emergency medical services tried to help 
me find a place but as hard as I tried to go back 
to those things, I physically couldn’t,” he said.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

For the 2017-2018 College and Career Ready 
Performance Index, both Gordon County Schools 
and Calhoun City Schools scored slightly below 

the state average for school systems, according 
to data released by the Georgia Department of 
Education this week.

As a school district, Gordon County Schools 
scored 72.3, 4.3 points below the state average 
score of 76.6. Calhoun City Schools scored 76.4, 
0.2 points below the state score. 

The state reports growth based upon 3 per-
cent and 6 percent as the target for increased 
scores in particular areas. 

As a part of Georgia’s plan for the 2015 Every 

Student Succeeds Act, the state made improve-
ments to CCRPI calculations for 2018 scores, 
according to the DOE. The test has been remod-
eled to now reflect more than just “standard-
ized test scores,” the department reported. Any 
comparison that a district’s scores have risen 
or dropped is inaccurate due to the 2017-2018 
change in the test’s measurements, according 
to the DOE.

 ♦ Local school systems’ CCRPI scores 
end up slightly below the newly 
calculated state average score.

Veteran wins a tractor

See TRACTOR, A3

See SCHOOLS, A8

See VOTERS, A2

Young  
Artists

This artwork is from Gordon 
Central High School sopho-
more Karla Sotelo�

This artwork is from Gordon 
Central High School senior 
Chloe Ferguson�

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Early voters 
encourage 
others to 
get out to 
the polls

 ♦ Citizens with years 
of voting comment on 
the significance of this 
election and how 
everyone’s voice 
matters.

Costumes at large

ABOVE: Five-year-old Avery Niles poses as a newscaster as a police car drives by on Wall Street� 

ABOVE: Trick-or-treaters come up the steps of City Hall to 
collect candy from workers set up at the doors� 

LEFT: Ashlyn White, 13, carries around her pet bunny King 
Louis to complete her costume as a magician�
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 ♦ Army veteran Michael Reynolds 
discovers farming offers a sense of 
purpose and the Kubota Geared to 
Give program reaches out to help.

Dave and Betty Reeves


