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Football is back 
in Polk County 
as scrimmages 
bring success 
for teams

See Page B1

Local officer 
Andy Anderson 
gave back to a 
local food pantry 
via his raffle.

See Page A5
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FHF Hair Design was 
one of many 
orgaizations helping 
local youth go back 
to school in style this 
week

See Page A11

Come enjoy a picnic 
next week with the Polk 
County Chamber of Com-
merce who will be host-
ing 14th district U.S. Rep. 
Tom Graves t Peek Park 
in Cedartown. The picnic 
s tarts  at  11 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 16 and 
will be catered. Graves 
plans to give a quick leg-
islative update on what is 
going on in Congress. 
Cost is $12 for Chamber 
members, $20 for non-
members to cover cater-
ing costs. RSVP with the 
Chamber by this Friday 
at 770-684-8760 to partici-
pate, or register online at 
polkgeorgia.com or by 
email at mmallicoat@
polkgeorgia.com.

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 
p.m. from now through 
Thanksgiving. Visit Rock-
martfarmersmarket.com 
for more information 
about vendors and up-
coming classes.

Save the date now for 
the official ribbon cut-
ting coming up at the 
Polk County College and 
Career Academy's new 
campus at Cedartown 
High School. Officials 
will gather on Aug. 28 for 
a ceremony. Check back 
in coming editions of the 

Please see Calendar A12

Floyd steps down from school board

Tyler Williams/Standard Journal

Hal Floyd announced his resignation Aug. 1

Kelley 
keeping 

busy during 
off season 

Moats calls 
for Polk PD 
referendum, 

pastors 
speak for 

Chief Dodd
By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Polk County Sheriff 
Johnny Moats told the 
County Commission that 
he wants the board to let 
voters decide on whether 
there should be two law 
enforcement agencies lo-
cally. 

That came after two dif-
ferent pastors voiced 
their support for the 
county police depart-
ment during Monday 
night's county commis-
sion work session ahead 
of tonight's regular meet-
ing to cast votes on sever-
al issues before the 
Board of Commissioners. 

Before Moats could 
make his call for a vote 
on whether to keep the 

Turner letter 
among items in 
Open Records 

request

Chief Dodd 
suspended 
after post 
meeting 

confrontation 
with Hulsey

Polk is back to class this week

Kevin Myrick/Standard Journal

Students at Cedartown High School are heading back to class this week without a 

welcome sign, but instead a brand new building for the College and Career Academy.

From staff reports

It’s time to get the kids out of bed early, pack their 
lunches for the first day and head them off onto 
the bus our of the car at the front of the school as 
students in Polk County head back to class this 
week. 

School started after open houses on Monday fol-
lowing press time on Tuesday morning, when local 

youth went back to 11 different schools within the 
Polk School District. 

Last week’s edition included a handy guide to 
times, parking requirements for high school stu-
dents and more, which will be available online at 
the start of this week, and within this edition find 
handy information about back to school shopping 
and more on Page A9, along with donations to lo-
cal students throughout this week’s edition. 

Please see Moats A2

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

The Polk County Board of Education 
will need a new mem-ber, and likely 
will be holding a special election in 
November to fill the seat now vacated 
by just-elected Hal Floyd.

Floyd, who ran and won the District 
6 primary against for-mer board mem-
ber and then chair Harold McDurmon, 
stepped down from the school board 
and explained his reasons in a four 
page letter during the Tuesday evening 
Board of Education work session.

He said this morning in a brief inter-
view that he would con-tinue to do his 
best to help the people of Polk County, 

and hoped he might be able to work to 
find a like-minded succes-sor to fill his 
seat.

Floyd resigned after his daughter-in-
law, now the assistant principal at 
Rockmart High School, discovered a 
newly up-dated state and local nepo-
tism policy that he said in his letter 
wasn't previously presented to Polk 
School District officials by former Su-
perintendent William Hunter.

The rule updates the classification of 
immediate family, and with it his 
daughter-in-law's promotion to admin-
istration fell under the new nepotism 
rule.

Please see Floyd A6

By KEVIN MYRICK 
Editor

Despite the summer 
and the state legislature 
being out of their official 
session for the year, State 
Rep. Trey Kelley has 
plenty of local and state 
business to keep him 
busy throughout the year.

The latest example of 
Kelley’s constant stream 
of work keeping busy is 
greeting students this 
week at Eastside Elemen-
tary School in Rockmart, 
where through one of the 
many constituent pro-
grams he undertakes 
through the year a new 
American flag is flying 
proudly on a new pole at 
the school.

Its one of the many ser-
vices Kelley and other 

Please see Kelley A16

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Polk County Police 
Chief Kenny Dodd is off 
the job for the rest of the 
week following his sus-
pension without pay dur-
ing a confrontation with 
Polk County Commission-
er Jennifer Hulsey di-
rectly following the Au-
gust session on Tuesday 
night. 

According to County 
Manager Matt Denton, 
Dodd's actions were "un-
professional, and disre-
spectful."

"I've addressed that is-
sue with him," he said. 

Denton said he didn't 

Please see Dodd A3

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Note: Due to Chief Ken-
ny Dodd's suspension 
last week, we were un-
able to reach him for 
comment about this story 
and the one above for this 
week's paper. We will of-
fer him every opportuni-
ty along with any other 
who wishes the chance to 
speak out about this issue 
or any at the paper. 

In the past weeks, more 
information has been 
coming to light that pro-

Polk School District’s new nurses via the Floyd Medical Center 

program are starting this week with new donated equipment 

from the hospital as well. See more on the nurses on Page A6. 


