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The Cook Farm will 
host a horse show and 
trunk or treat event Oct. 
16 beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
at Crazy P Arena, 1021 
Antioch Road in Cedar-
town. There will be free 
admission, a costume 
contest, treats and priz-
es. For more information 
call Nora Cook at 678-
988-1701.

The City of Cedartown is 
inviting civic clubs, com-
munity groups, churches 
and businesses to partic-
ipate in the BOO! Bash 
at Bert Wood. This free, 
family-friendly event is 
scheduled for Oct. 16 from 
4-7 p.m. at Bert Wood 
Park in Cedartown. For 
more information con-
tact Aimee Madden at 
AMadden@Cedartown-
Georgia.gov.

An exhibit is on display 
at the Rockmart Cultural 
Arts Center, located at 
316 N. Piedmont Ave. 
Ginger L. Lowry’s “Art 
of the Horse” exhibit will 
be on view through Oct. 
21 in the RCAC Gallery. 
Susan D. Waters’ “O Holy 
Night” life-size nativity 
made out of wire and pa-
pier mache is scheduled 
for Nov. 4 through Dec. 
23. Church or civic groups 
are welcomed to sign up 
to visit this exhibit. For 
more information visit 
rockmart-ga.gov/Rock-
martCulturalArtsCenter.
aspx or call 770-684-2707.

Polk County Historical 
Society cemetery tours 
are back with a new tour 
of Cedartown’s Green-
wood Cemetery. Tours are 
available each Friday in 
September and October 

By Peyton Elliott
PElliott@RN-T.com

A Rockmart man was killed 
and four others injured in a head 
on collision Thursday morning 
near the intersection of Ga. 101 
and Wax Road.

According to Floyd County Po-
lice Capt. Ron Hunton:

It appears the wreck was caused 
by a Chevy Avalanche crossing 

over the mid-
dle lane and 
striking a 
Jeep Patri-
ot driven by 
39-year-old 
Jocsan Ab-
ernathy of 
Rockmart. 
The Ava-
lanche then 
spun and was 
struck in the 
rear end by 
another ve-
hicle.

F l o y d 
County Cor-
oner Gene 
P r o c t o r 
said Aberna-
thy, 39, was 
pronounced 
d e a d  a t 
8:25 a.m.

A s  o f 
Thursday, 
a total of 22 
people have 
died in fatal 
car crash-
es in Floyd 
County, six 
of which hap-
pened inside 

the Rome city limits.
“Floyd County has seen a sig-

nificant rise in our crash num-
bers. This year we’re well ahead 
of our 2019 numbers when we 
were 13th in the state,” FCPD Sgt. 
Chris Fincher said.

The increase in fatal wrecks in 
Floyd County is being mirrored 
statewide, the Governor’s Office 
of Highway Safety Division Di-
rector Roger Hayes said in an 
earlier interview.

“In the state of Georgia we’ve 
had (more than) 950 fatalities,” 
Hayes said. “That is a 16% increase 
just over last year.”

Referring to the increase in 
wrecks as the “pandemic after 
the pandemic,” Hayes spoke with 
Fincher as part of a public service 
podcast produced by the police 
department.

By Olivia Morley
OMorley@RN-T.com

Floyd County sheriff’s deputies and 
Polk County police officers gathered 
outside the Kristen Hearne Memo-
rial Training Center on Friday to of-
ficially dedicate it and pay respects 
to the fallen officer.

In September of 2017, Hearne 
was shot in the line of duty while 
assisting a patrol officer investigat-
ing a suspicious vehicle. The man 
accused of killing her is still await-
ing trial in Polk County.

Hearne was in law enforcement 
for nine years and worked at the 
Floyd County Sheriff’s Office for a 
number of years before transfer-
ring to the Polk County Police De-
partment to first serve as a patrol 
officer in 2012 and later become a 
detective in 2013.

“She worked all of her cases dil-
igently, provided the DA’s office 
with good prosecutable cases and 
was always willing to help with any 
situation, even though she was a 

detective,” master of ceremonies 
Doug Walker said. “She would of-
ten commit to help cover off days 
on short patrol shifts. She was also 
one who backed up patrol officers 
when they received a dangerous 
call or would show up just to help 

on any or all calls, which is exactly 
what she was doing on the day her 
life was taken from her.”

Hearne’s family was unable to make 
it to the ceremony, but members 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

A week-long process recently kept 
Brande Coggins and her elections 
coordinator in the county’s stor-
age area every day surrounded by 
touchpads, ballot scanners and 
computers.

Logic and accuracy testing is done 
by each county elections office in 
the state prior to each year’s first 
election. It’s a time-consuming 

process, especially when small coun-
ties like Polk end up testing all of 
its equipment.

The Polk County elections direc-
tor was hoping to see her first elec-
tion in the role be a subdued and 
simple one. Instead, her office has 
been in high gear for November’s 
general municipal election that 
has gone from involving just three 
precincts to all seven and includes 
a number of special referendums 
on which voters will decide.

Early voting for the Nov. 2 Polk 
County election starts Tuesday, Oct. 
12 during the week through Oct. 29 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at both the 
Polk County Administration An-
nex in Cedartown and the Rock-
mart Community Center.

Saturday voting will be avail-
able at the Polk County Adminis-
tration Annex on Oct. 16 and Oct. 
23 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
voting will only be available at the 
Rockmart Community Center on 

Oct. 23 because of a scheduling 
conflict. It will also be held from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Coggins started with the Polk 
County Elections Office in Septem-
ber 2019 as elections coordinator 

FCSO officially dedicates training 
center to detective Kristen Hearne

Elections office prepared for municipal-plus year

Rockmart 
man dies 
in Ga. 101 
car wreck

Olivia Morley

Floyd County Commissioner Scotty Hancock (left) reads the proclamation 
dedicating the Floyd County Sheriff’s Office Training Center to Kristen Hearne. 
Picture also includes Polk County Police Chief Kenny Dodd and Chaplain 
David Thornton.

See CALENDAR, A9

CHS Homecoming 
set for Friday

Peyton Elliott

A  man died in a three-car wreck 
Thursday  on Ga. 101 near Wax 
Road.

See more photos on A5

C
edartown High School plans 
to celebrate its 2021 Home-
coming this week with the 

homecoming queen announced 
during halftime of the Bulldogs’ 
Region 7-4A football game against 
Ridgeland on Friday at Cedar-
town Memorial Stadium. Senior 

representatives on the 2021 CHS 
homecoming court are Graci 
McElwee (clockwise, from top 
left), Emma Tuck, Barrett Pirkle, 
Alyssa Griffin, Rossy Cruz and 
Gracee Privett. A parade is sched-
uled for downtown Cedartown on 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Jeremy Stewart

“
Floyd 

County 

has seen 

a signifi-

cant rise 

in our 

crash 

num-

bers. 

This year 

we’re 

well 

ahead of 

our 2019 

numbers 

when 

we were 

13th in 

the state

� FCPD Sgt. Chris 

Fincher

See HEARNE, A3

City posts are just the start of what is on Nov. ballot INSIDE

For more stories on the Nov. 2 

general municipal election, see 

page A2.

See ELECTION, A2


