
By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

The County Committee 
of the Catoosa County 
Republican Party expressed 
concern at its Feb. 27 meeting 
about how safe students are in 
Catoosa County schools.

Committee first vice-

chairman Greg Grayson, who 

is a former Catoosa County 

probate judge, says the time 

to do something to make local 

schools more secure is now. 

“The last thing we want to do 

is sit around until something 

like Columbine or Sandy Hook 

or Parkland, Florida, happens 

to us.”

The committee passed a 

resolution calling for metal 

detectors in all schools and 

for training and arming select 
teachers.

But Catoosa County 
Schools Superintendent Denia 
Reese says there is far more 
security in place than a lot of 
people realize and that the 
system is engaged in constant 
improvements and additions 

to the security of its schools.
“Every school violence 

incident is alarming,” Reese 
said. “I’ve been in education 
for 34 years, and I never 
dreamed we’d be having the 
conversations we are today 
about school safety. I want the 
citizens of Catoosa County to 
be confident that maintaining 
safe and secure schools is our 
highest priority.”

Here’s a run-down of the 
security measures in place, as 

provided by Reese’s office.
- In a partnership with 

the Catoosa County Sheriff’s 
Department, every middle 
and high school has school 
resource officers (SRO). SROs 
are armed and trained to 
recognize and respond to 
danger.

- In 2015, a Threat 
Assessment Protocol was 
implemented to evaluate 
students who might be at risk 
for hurting themselves or 
someone else.

- The school system 
has a Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency (GEMA)-
approved safety plan, 
developed in partnership with 
the sheriff’s department. The 
Catoosa plan is used by GEMA 
as a model for other school 
systems within the state.

- The school system has 
teams that include law 
enforcement and emergency 
management personnel. 
The teams conduct regular 
safety audits in every school. 
School Safety Teams are then 
responsible for implementing 

protocols and conducting 
safety drills, including 
“Run, Hide, Survive” drills 
in which teachers and 
students practice appropriate 
responses to different 
emergency scenarios.

- Surveillance equipment, 
including new security 
cameras, has been installed in 
every school.

- In case of a threat, 
teachers can access their 
school’s surveillance 
system from their classroom 
computers to assess the 
wisdom of evacuating (RUN) 
or barricading the classroom 
and getting out of the way 
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Catoosa schools: How safe are they?
Measures taken to make local schools safe are extensive, school 

chief says. Officials consider adding more school resource officers.

“The sheriff, the board of 

education and I agree that 

school resource officers 

who are armed and trained 

for emergency situations 

should be considered as our 

next investment to enhance 

school safety.” — Schools 

Superintendent Denia Reese

“Every school 

violence incident 

is alarming. 

I’ve been in 

education 

for 34 years, 

and I never 

dreamed we’d 

be having the 

conversations we are today 

about school safety. I want the 

citizens of Catoosa County to 

be confident that maintaining 

safe and secure schools is our 

highest priority.” — Schools 

Superintendent Denia Reese

Last week Northwest Georgia received several inches 

of rain over a two-day period. For the most part the 

rain, as usual, swelled local creeks, especially West 

and South Chickamauga Creeks, which crested over 

their banks. According to the National Park Service, 

West Chickamauga Creek, which runs along the 

outskirts of Chickamauga Battlefield Park, the rain 

gauge in Fort Oglethorpe showed the creek running 

at more than 3,000 cubic feet per second. As a point 

of comparison, during a late summer drought it can 

get as low as 50 cfs, the National Park Service said. 

Above: South Chickamauga Creek, near the Robin 

Road-LaFayette Street-Emberson Drive intersection 

(near Little General Children’s Park) in Ringgold, 

overflowed its banks, which is pretty common during 

periods of substantial rainfall. Right: Old Mill Road, 

in front of the Catoosa Utility District building just off 

Battlefield Parkway, was closed due to flooding. The 

spot is a regular for closing during heavy rainfall. More 

photos on A12. (Catoosa News photos/Don Stilwell)

When it floods: The usual suspects ...

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Those voting a 

party ticket in primary 

elections often see 

resolutions they can 

vote for or against. A 

resolution might read 

like this: Should the 

government of Anyville 

publish on the city’s 

website the cost of its 

annual holiday party?

Resolutions are 

submitted, through 

a formal process, by 

official committees 

of the parties. The 

County Committee of 

the Catoosa County 

Republican Party is 

currently testing 35 

questions with plans 

to whittle the list down 

to eight or 10 that will 

be included on the 

Republican Primary 

ballot in May.

“Our job,” says 

Committee Chairman 

Jeff Holcomb, “is to 

serve the people. We 

Catoosa 

Republican 

Party poses 

35 possible 

questions

for ballot
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