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INSIDE: Catoosa library director Groves leaving  

to join Chattanooga library >> A6
♦ ♦ ♦

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County and anyone else who 
wished to join in celebrated Independence 
Day with music, craft and food vendors and 
a spectacular display of fireworks on the 
Fourth of July at the Colonnade in Ringgold.

“The Fireworks and Fun Festival was an 
amazing Fourth of July community event,” 
says Catoosa County Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Amy Jackson, “led by Catoosa County 
Commission Chairman Steven Henry and 
supported by the Catoosa County Com-
missioners.”

Mary Brock

The grand finale of the July 4 Catoosa Coun-
ty Fireworks and Fun Festival was grand 
indeed.

From staff reports

Two candidates are vy-
ing in the Aug. 11 runoff 
election to be the Repub-
lican nominee in the 14th 
Congressional District race 
to represent Northwest 
Georgia.

Either Dr. John Cowan 
or Marjorie Taylor Greene 
will face Democrat Kevin 
Van Ausdal in the Nov. 3 
general election.

All registered voters ex-
cept those who cast ballots 
in the June 9 Democrat-
ic primary are eligible to 
weigh in on the contest be-
tween Greene and Cowan.

Early in-person voting 
is scheduled for July 20 
through Aug. 7.

We asked each candi-
date four questions.

Voters to decide NW Georgia’s GOP nominee for Congress on Aug. 11

NEW KIND OF 
FREEDOM

July Fourth festival brings much-needed relief in tough times

By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

Gov. Brian Kemp’s office 
has launched a market-
ing campaign for Georgia 
businesses to show they 
are keeping up good social 
distancing, sanitizing and 
masking practices amid the 

COVID-19 
pandemic.

The vol-
untary cam-
paign comes 
as Kemp and 
state health 
officials con-
tinue urging 
Georgians to 
wear masks 
in public, 

though the governor has 
steered clear of issuing any 
mandatory mask-wearing 
order.

Kemp has faced mount-
ing pressure from health 
experts and many local of-
ficials to take more man-
datory measures on masks 
after steadily loosening 
restrictions on business-
es and social gatherings 
since May.

He was scheduled Tues-
day, July 7, for conference 
calls with President Don-
ald Trump and governors 
to discuss the coronavirus 
response, as well as with 
local government officials, 
business owners and faith-
based leaders to talk about 
Georgia’s health guidelines.

“As we continue to fight 
COVID-19, we want to en-
sure Georgia businesses 
and the public are abid-
ing by public health guid-
ance in order to keep Geor-
gia healthy and open for 
business,” Kemp said in a 
statement.

Per the “Georgia Safety 
Promise” campaign, busi-
nesses can request signs 
and graphics to post on 
their premises or social 
media. The idea is to show 
a business’ commitment 
to washing hands, wear-
ing masks, sanitizing sur-
faces and having patrons 
and employees keep six 
feet apart.

The aim is to spread 
awareness of the importance 
of following health guidelines 

Kemp 
launches 
COVID-19 
safety 
campaign

Gov. Brian 
Kemp

Kevin Van Ausdal is the Demo-
cratic nominee for the 14th Con-
gressional District seat. He works 
in the financial technology indus-

try. Learn more at 
kevinvanausdal.com.

Describe how you 
see Congress’ role 
at this stage of the 
coronavirus pan-
demic.

Working-class fami-
lies are the backbone 

of our economy. American families 
are suffering financially and medi-
cally because of the pandemic. It 
is Congress’s job to pass legisla-
tion that provides relief for these 
families to see us through this  

Kevin Van Ausdal Marjorie Taylor Greene John Cowan
Marjorie Taylor Greene is vy-

ing in the Aug, 11 runoff to be the 
Republican nominee in the 14th 
Congressional District. She owns 

a construction com-
pany. Learn more 
at greene2020.com.

Describe how you 
see Congress’ role 
at this stage of the 
coronavirus pan-
demic.

Congress should be 
standing with President Trump to 
get America back to work and get 
our economy moving again while 
keeping those in the risk group safe. 
Congress must not bailout these 
liberal blue cities and blue states 

John Cowan in vying in the Aug. 
11 runoff to be the Republican nomi-
nee in the 14th Congressional Dis-
trict race. He is a neurosurgeon. 

Learn more at cow-
anforcongress.com.

Describe how you 
see Congress’ role 
at this stage of the 
coronavirus pan-
demic.

Congress must con-
tinue to ensure Pres-

ident Trump has the public health 
resources necessary to fight the 
(coronavirus), while avoiding un-
constitutional overreach. When it 
comes to the economy, the federal 
government needs to get out of the 

Catoosa County Chamber of Commerce

The July 4 Catoosa County Fireworks and Fun Festival featured outdoor food vendors, indoor craft vendors, music 
and fireworks.

Catoosa County Chamber of Commerce

Above: Catoosa County Chamber of Commerce CEO Amy Jackson (right) 
shows off a pizza being sold at the July 4 Catoosa County Fireworks and 
Fun Festival. Below: Folks could buy kits at the July 4 Catoosa County 
Fireworks and Fun Festival for growing their own micro-greens.

“
The Catoosa County 

community was ready to 

celebrate the Fourth of 

July holiday together!”

Amy Jackson, Catoosa Chamber of Commerce
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