
Calendar ����������������������������A3

Church News ���������������������A3 

Classifieds �������������������������C3

Obituaries ��������������������������A3

Opinion ������������������������������A4

Sports ��������������������������������C1

    

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 Volume 150, No. 13

Schools
W.L. Swain 
Elementary is getting 
students engaged in 
hands-on learning in 
its garden

News
Sonoraville graduate 
now at Berry College 
earns money for 
business at pitch 
competition 

Sports
Prep basketball: 
Lady Phoenix clinch 
Region 6-AAA 
championship

A2 A10 C1

Covering Calhoun, Fairmount, Ranger, Oakman, Plainville, Sugar Valley, Resaca and the unincorporated areas of Gordon County since 1870

Index

www�calhountimes�com

facebook�com/calhountimes

@calhountimes

and Gordon County News

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 
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By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

At the Gordon County 
Board of Education meet-
ing, members voted to fol-
low surrounding counties 
in replacing snow days with 
online lesson plans posted by 
teachers. Moving forward, in 
the case of canceled school 
for emergency weather, stu-
dents will be given online 
assignments and be able to 
communicate online with 
teachers from home.

Also during Monday’s 
board meeting, a revised 
lawn care treatment bid 
from Trammel Lawn Care 
was approved for $354,348 
after several months of 
negotiation.

At Friday’s work ses-
sion, Director of Technol-
ogy Bryan Nicholson pre-
sented the results of a trial 
run online learning day that 
took place on the district’s 
Jan. 29 snow day.

Surveys conducted by the 
technology department came 
back reporting 97 percent of 
teachers thought the online 
learning day served as a good 
replacement for snow days 
and better maintained stu-
dents’ focus when school 
returned to session.

Online learning days have 
already been implemented by 
surrounding districts such as 
Calhoun City Schools, Floyd 
County Schools, Gwinnett 
County Public Schools and 
Whitfield County Schools. 
This program ensures that 
missed school days due to 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

The international Tim 
Tebow Foundation sponsored 
a dance in Calhoun for indi-
viduals with special needs on 
Friday night, where guests and 
their families found a commu-
nity ready to celebrate them 
through the night’s festivities.

When Shawnda Martin was 
a student at Georgia College 
and State University, her pro-
fessor encouraged the class 
to volunteer at a local Night 
to Shine dance where people 
with special needs are invited 
to dress up, enjoy refresh-

ments and dance their heart 
out. But because she was on 
the softball team and had reg-
ular practices, she never got 
to partake in the event.

Now in her first year of 
teaching special education 
at Sonoraville High School, 
Martin wanted to plan a dance 

for the local community in 
order to bring Calhoun and 
Gordon County together. 

She applied to be sponsored 
by the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion in August, and after six 
months of planning, volun-
teer organizing and coordi-
nating, the TTF-sponsored 

event finally came to fruition 
on Friday.

“It’s a dance for peo-
ple with special needs, but 
we’ve opened it to local 
high schools, the cham-
ber, the resource center,” 
said Martin after speaking 
to guests about the refresh-
ments and activities offered 
at the dance. “I just posted 
it on social media and sent 
it through school emails 
and people just came to us 
to help out.”

O n  F r i d a y ,  w h e n 
guests came to First Bap-
tist Church — where the 
event was being hosted 
— they were able to not 
only dance with their host 
and friends, but also play 
corn hole, get their hair 
and makeup done, take 
rides in a horse and car-
riage, enjoy refreshments 
donated by local organiza-
tions and take pictures at 
the photo booth.

Honored guests and families 
attend “Night to Shine”

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Zeke Waters and his team of 
college friends were declared 

as first place winners after 
competing against teams from 
across the country during the 
2019 Walt Disney Imagina-
tions Design Competition, 
which took place last week.

Waters, a 2015 graduate of 
Sonoraville High School, is 
currently a senior at Savan-
nah College of Art and Design, 
where he’s been able to explore 
his passion for scene entertain-
ment and creative designing. 

And during his studies, he’s 
come across the Walt Disney 
Imaginations Design Compe-
tition multiple times. 

And after watching some 
of his older friends enter the 
competition when he was an 
underclassman, he and a few 
of his SCAD friends decided to 
form a team together and enter 
into the 2019 competition. 

Sonoraville alum Waters wins 
nationwide Disney competition

 ♦ A senior at SCAD, 
Zeke Waters won the 
2019 Walt Disney 
Imaginations Design 
Competition.

 ♦  The Tim Tebow 
Foundation sponsors 
a prom-like event for 
individuals with 
special needs and 
their parents, 
bringing community 
together.

Grace Key dances the “Cupid Shuffle” with her friends before waving over at her mom, Carrie Key, who stands to the 
side of the dance floor with other dancers’ parents at First Baptist’s Night to Shine� / Alexis Draut

Erica and Caroline pose for a picture at Friday’s Night to 
Shine event at First Baptist Church, which was sponsored 
by the Tim Tebow Foundation� / Alexis Draut

See SHINE, A12See ONLINE, A8

See DISNEY, A14

This artwork is from Katelyn 
Marie England, a freshman 
at Calhoun High School� 

This artwork is from Kairst-
en Sims, an eighth-grader 
at Red Bud Middle School�

 ♦ Gordon BOE votes 
on snow days, future 
discussion looming on 
a cap on the number 
of consecutive online 
learning days.

Online 
learning 
replaces 
emergency 
snow days

Calhounite Ezekiel Waters, left, stands with his team who com-
peted in the Walt Disney Imagineering Imaginations Design Com-
petition last week� Waters’ fellow teammates and SCAD classmates 
include Carolyn Teves, second to left, Nicholas Hammond and 
Remi Jeffrey-Coker� / ©Disney, Gary Krueger


