
Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great place 
for you to 
post items 
of interest 
(such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!
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By Don Belt
The Pew Charitable Trusts

Growing up 
in southeastern 
Pennsylvania, David 
Ruth got hooked on 
history early.

It may have been 
hereditary: His father 
and grandfather 
were avid Civil War 
buffs whose dinner 
conversations often 
drifted back to the 1860s 
and the momentous 
battles that had raged 
nearby—Gettysburg, 
Harpers Ferry, 
Antietam. As a kid, Ruth 
remembers poring over 
American Heritage 
books about the Civil 
War, staring for hours 
at battle paintings 
and richly illustrated 
battlefield maps. It was, 
he says, “kind of an 
obsession.”

When Ruth was 10, 
his father, who was an 
Air National Guard 
officer, drove him to 
Virginia, where the two 
of them spent several 
days traipsing through 
Civil War battlefields in 
the rolling countryside 
around Richmond, the 
Confederate capital—
from the earthworks 
of Cold Harbor, where 
Grant and Lee faced 
off in 1864, to the 
fortified landscapes of 
Petersburg, where a 
10-month siege by Union 
forces finally broke 
through to Richmond in 
the spring of 1865.

Nearly five decades 

later, Ruth still 
walks these historic 
battlefields—now as 
superintendent of 
Richmond National 
Battlefield Park, an 
archipelago of 14 park 
units encompassing 3,600 
acres of historic buildings, 
grounds, open lands, and 
park facilities, which 
collectively preserve 
and exhibit the bloodiest 
chapter in American 
history to nearly 100,000 
visitors a year.

Ruth is proud of 
what the National 
Park Service (NPS) has 
done here—the public 
lectures, the living 
history programs, and 
the grass-roots and donor 
support for acquisitions 

such as Shelton 
House, an 18th-century 
farmhouse, still standing, 
where Patrick Henry, 
then 18, married his 
childhood sweetheart, 
Sarah Shelton, in 1754.

More than a century 
later, in 1864, the house 
was overrun by the 
Union Army moving 
on Richmond, and for 
a few days in May 1864, 
the two-story house 
was used as a Union 
field headquarters. 
General Robert E. Lee’s 
Confederate artillery, 
dug in at nearby 
Totopotomoy Creek, 
struck the house more 
than 50 times, but it 
never burned. Through 
it all, women and 

children of the Shelton 
family huddled in the 
basement.

“This house has an 
incredible story to tell 
about the Civil War and 
Virginia farm life in the 
18th and 19th centuries,” 
says Ruth, gesturing to 
the collection of antique 
nails, ammunition, 
woodwork, letters, and 
other artifacts recovered 
from the site. “We have 
plenty of historical 
documentation, and 
we’ve even got rooms 
full of furniture that may 
date to the Civil War.”

No one doubts the 
value of properties such as 
the Shelton House, which 
remind us of who we are 
as a nation and inspire 

a younger generation to 

learn the lessons of the 

American past.

The challenge, 

however, is to preserve 

them. Ruth estimates 

that it will cost about 

$265,000 to stabilize and 

restore Shelton House 

and open it safely to the 

public.

That amount pales 

alongside the $13 million 

in other “deferred” 

maintenance (defined 

by the NPS as necessary 

work on roads, bridges, 

trails, campgrounds, 

buildings, and physical 

assets delayed for 

at least a year) that 

Richmond battlefield 

park has had to postpone 

over the past few 

decades. The long to-do 

list includes everything 

from building repair and 

expansion to the clearing 

of storm debris from 

trails and landscapes. 

The park doesn’t have 

the money to pay for it—

any of it.

Yet compared with 

other units in the 

National Park System, 

Richmond has little 

to complain about. A 

hundred miles to the 

north, Shenandoah 

National Park is staring 

at a maintenance 

backlog of $90 million, 

half of it for road repairs, 

while the deferred 

maintenance at Great 

Smoky Mountains 

National Park has soared 

Why America’s National Parks need help

Tinted with autumn, a mountain stream flows through Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park. (Dean Fikar/Getty Images)
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By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

A New York couple accused of 
murdering a man in the Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga National  Military 
Park in late 2015 have pleaded guilty 
to lesser charges in 
Catoosa County Superior 
Court.

Robert Martin 
Brooks, 39, and Jennifer 
Allison Demott, 26, both 
of Geneva, N.Y., were set 
to go to trial on murder 
charges Monday, April 
10, but instead entered 
a last-minute plea of 
guilty before a jury was 
selected.

Both faced multiple charges of 
felony murder and exploitation or 
intimidation of an elderly person 
in the death of 59-year-old Duane 
Hollenbeck, who was found struck 
to death by hikers on a trail along 
Alexander Bridge Road on Dec. 12, 
2015.

Brooks pleaded guilty to 
the lesser charge of voluntary 
manslaughter and received a 
20-year sentence, while Demott 
pleaded guilty to a lesser charge of 
aggravated assault and received a 10-

year sentence with an additional 10 
years of probation.

Background
Fort Oglethorpe police Detective 

Sgt. Johnny Lanham led the initial 
investigation, which 
included assistance 
from the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation (GBI), 
FBI, and New York State 
Police.

After Hollenbeck’s 
body was found, 
investigators 
interviewed witnesses, 
which lead to the arrest 
of Brooks and Demott 
on exploitation of an 

elderly person charges on Dec. 18.
As the investigation progressed, 

the charges were upgraded to 
murder, with both Brooks and 
Demott being arrested again in late 
January 2016 on the new charges.

The investigation revealed that 
Demott allegedly killed Hollenbeck 
by striking him in the head with a 
blunt-force object, causing fatal head 
trauma.

Both Brooks and Demott had been 
in Catoosa County jail since their 
respective 2016 arrests.

Duo enter guilty plea in 

battlefield murder trial

Robert

Brooks

Jennifer

Demott

Commissioner Shannon Whitfield has proclaimed April as Alcohol Awareness 

Month. From left: Catoosa Prevention Initiative’s Kay Brite, Whitfield and the 

Initiative’s Candy Hullender. “Alcohol still remains the biggest problem of 

substance use disorders nationwide.” Hullender said. CaPI serves Catoosa 

and Walker counties. (Messenger photo/Josh O’Bryant)

LaFayette DDA 
acquires clinic
By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

The LaFayette 
Downtown Development 
Authority now owns 
the new Community 
Wellness Center, located 
off East Villinow Street 
next to Professional 
Park, from the city.

During their April 
10  meeting, the 
LaFayette City Council 
unanimously agreed 
to sell the recently 
purchased former 
Hutcheson building 
— currently being 
transformed into a 
wellness center staffed 
by CHI Memorial 
Hospital — to the city’s 
DDA.

“That’s how it 
(DDA) gets its name, 
the development 
authority, because it 
is to develop industry, 
trade, job creation, 
job maintenance and 
industrial expansion,” 
city attorney Ron 
Womack said during the 
meeting. 

Womack explained 
the DDA’s purchase 
allows financing the 
project without using 
tax revenues and 
general obligation 
bonds. 

State laws allow 
the local DDA to issue 
bonds that will be 
repaid over a period 
of years, something the 
city cannot do on its 
own. 

No taxes will be 
used for this capital 
outlay. Instead, the 
money paid over the 
next seven years by CHI 
Memorial, as part of 
its leasing agreement, 
will pay off the $250,000 
purchase price.

Womack told the 
council that this 
sale to the DDA is 
purely a transactional 
mechanism, one that 
lets the city accomplish 
its purpose of bringing 
a medical facility to 
the community without 
burdening local 
taxpayers.

The clinic is 
separated into three 
sections. The south 
wing will be used for 
convenient care for 
acute medical needs 
that allow for walk-ins. 
The center wing will be 
used as an extension 
of Professional Park 
Associates’ primary 
care which will 
continue using the 
space it now occupies.

City Manager 
David Hamilton said 
the clinic will open 
in three phases. First 
will be an expansion 
from CHI Memorial’s 
primary care, second 
will be convenient care 
and finally  specialty 
physicians will provide 
services at the complex. 

The goal is for the 
clinic to open in late 
spring or early summer.

Clinic site in LaFayette


