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Local youth will be 
gathering in 
Cedartown later this 
month for the annual 
Youth Summerfest

See Page A11

Coming up in July is 
Rockmart and Polk Coun-
ty's annual celebration of 
all things local and sum-
mer, the Homespun Fes-
tival. Check out more in-
formation about the 40th 
anniversary of this year's 
event at polkgeorgia.com, 
learn about this year's 
sponsor Redmond Re-
gional Medical Center, or 
find out how to take part 
in the July 21 from 5 to 
9:30 p.m., and July 22 
from 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
The festival organized by 
the Polk County Chamber 
of Commerce includes 
the Homespun 5K Race, 
the Kiwanis Car Show, 
and find out more about 
weather alerts and pet 
policy at the festival. 
Questions? Call Mandy 
Mallicoat at 770-684-8760.

Mount Tabor Baptist 
Church located at 3068 
Old Alabama Road; 
Taylorsville will hold 
their Vacation Bible 
School from  July 17  
through July 21 from 7 to 
9 p.m. nightly.  Classes 
are provided for all ages.  
Supper will be served 
each night at 6 p.m.  A pa-
rade through Taylorsville 
will be conducted Satur-
day, July 15 at 5 p.m. be-
ginning and ending at the 
church.  Food and fellow-
ship will be provided af-
ter the parade.  Com-
mencement Service will 
be conducted Sunday, 

Please see Calendar A12

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

A report has come back from 
the Polk County Police Depart-
ment that provides a clear an-
swer to allegations made in past 
months via a letter from Sheriff 
Johnny Moats. 

The summary of that report: 
there's nothing wrong with the 
police department that more 
manpower and funds couldn't 
fix. 

County Attorney Brad McFall's 
audit report was expected to 
present the audit report follow-

ing the Standard Journal's dead-
line, and comments weren't im-
mediately available for this re-
port from commissioners. 

According to his findings, he 
interviewed 34 out of 36 officers 
with the department and found 
that the responses to a survey he 
put together to question officers 
about issues raised in a May 5 
letter sent by Moats previously 
were overwhelmingly "indicate 
that a vast majority of the em-
ployees at PCPD do not perceive 
problems in the areas indicated 
in the Sheriff's letter."

That survey put together by 

McFall used a 1-10 scale to de-
termine a rating for command 
staff, and asked yes or no ques-
tions on whether there was fa-
voritism, acts of criminal activ-
ity and cover-ups, retaliation, ly-
ing, supervision and direction 
problems, gossiping and lack of 
coverage and support for the po-
lice department's patrol divi-
sion. 

It also pointedly asked wheth-
er the command staff should be 
replaced, and whether they had 
officer's trust. The command 
staff received a 7.9 out of 10 on 
the scale, with the upper end of 

the ratings better than the low-
er end. 

The form also required offi-
cers to sign and date it at the 
bottom. Those original forms 
were not included in McFall's 
report. 

The report didn't provide a 
unanimous majority among 
those officers interviewed. Mc-
Fall stated that two of the em-
ployees he discussed issues with 
believed the problems raised 
were valid, and merit further in-
vestigation. 

Please see Audit A2

Audit finds no criminal issues at Polk PD

Lazy days of 
summer return to 

Polk County

It’s not been too hot out 

lately in Polk County as 

summer is now in full 

swing and families get 

to spend time outdoors 

enjoying sunshine and 

warm weather in local 

parks, like Big Spring 

Park in Cedartown. 

Photos by Kevin Myrick/
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Aragon's public 
hearing for 

budget coming 
up Thursday

The first step in finalizing Ara-
gon's budget for the 2018 fiscal 
year starts on Thursday night and 
the public is invited to come out 
and comment on the proposed 
revenue and spending for the city 
in the months ahead. 

Aragon residents are asked to 
come to City Hall before the start 
of the 7 p.m. budget to sign in and 
take part in the meeting, where 
they can voice their opinion on 
proposed spending. 

This year's budget calls for 
$863,270 in projected revenue 
and balances out with the same 
in expenditures for the FY 2018 
budget, with $213,500 of that ex-
pected in real property taxes. It’s 
the first budget in several years 
where property taxes have out-
weighed municipal court fines 
for Aragon’s budget in several 
years. Expected municipal court 
fines were set at $205,000 for the 
year.

The rest of the revenue sources 
broke down to $125,000 in funds 
from Local Option Sales Tax, 
$76,900 in insurance premium 
taxes , $25,000 in alcoholic bever-
age excise taxes and $63,000 in 
garbage collection charges. An-
other $20,020 will be taken in 
from general government costs. 

$15,000 is also expected to be 
generated in revenue from recre-
ation fees, and $54,800 in fran-
chise taxes as well. One area that 
continues to decrease following 
the change in how car tags are 
charged annually is motor vehi-
cle and ad valorem taxes, which 
together total up to $25,000. The 

Please see Aragon A3

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

There are children who 
daily in Polk County by 
no fault of their own end-
ing up in foster care and 
have no one in their lives 
to support them through 
a tangled and difficult 
process. 

As of July 6, 138 of Polk 
County's children - the 
second highest county in 
the state based on the to-
tal population - are in fos-
ter care, and likely will 
remain there for some 
time. More than 60 of 
those kids have no sup-
port when they go through 
the difficult process of 
being separated from 
their families and away 
from their homes accord-
ing to Belinda Bentley, 
executive director of the 
nonprofit organization 
Court-Appointed Special 
Advocates, or CASA. 

She wants local resi-
dents who have the time 
and an open heart to be-
come CASA volunteers, 

From staff reports

The Polk County Board of Elec-
tions is getting ready for another 
round of voting this fall, and will 
soon be taking in the applications 
for those who are seeking office 
on municipal ballots in Novem-
ber. 

Qualifying for seats in Aragon, 
Cedartown and Rockmart begins 
on Aug. 21 and continues through 
until Aug. 25 for the Nov. 7 vote, 
in which a variety of seats are 
open this year in Polk County's 
three cities. 

Aragon voters will get to decide 
whether they will keep two coun-
cil members who came onto the 
board in recent months. Hunter 
Spinks, who joined the council 
last year, will be up again for 
election along with the most re-
cent addition Kelsey Collum, who 
was unopposed in his taking over 
the remaining time of former 
council member Duel Mitchell. 

Voters in Aragon will also have 
to decide who will fill the seat 
left open by council member 
Tammy Mulkey, who resigned in 
May prior to her moving away 
from the city due to financial is-
sues. 

Qualifying fees for the three po-
sitions are $36. 

Meanwhile, Cedartown voters 

Candidates 
can qualify for 
November vote 

in August

CASA needs you to volunteer

Contributed photo

CASA has three new volunteers who were sworn in for 

service in June. Scott and Angelique Kauffman and Sandi 

Wilson-Shelley join the ranks of those helping foster children.
Please see CASA A3Please see Qualifying A6


