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770-748-1520 (O)Local players 
step up to the 
plate for a good 
cause. 

See Page B2

Learning how 
to make a pickle 
provides fun for 
all at Farmers 
Market
See Page A10
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A whole lot of hot 
peppers were 
brought into the 
Standard Journal 
office last week by a 
familiar face. 

See Page A9

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 
p.m. from now through 
Thanksgiving. Visit Rock-
martfarmersmarket.com 
for more information 
about vendors and up-
coming classes.

The Polk County Police 
Department is once again 
hosting a blood drive to 
help Blood Assurance 
meet the needs of the 
community. Give a pint 
during the upcoming 
drive in the Board of 
Commissioner's meeting 
room at the Polk PD 
head-quarters at 73 Cline 
Ingram Jackson Road on 
June 27 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.. Schedule an ap-
pointment today at bloo-
dassurance.com/polkpo-
lice

Polk County Police Of-
fice Andy Anderson is 
hoping the lo-cal commu-
nity will help raise mon-
ey for the Helping Hands 
Food Pantry by purchas-
ing raffle tickets for a 
Rivergrille Rustler 40-
inch vertical smoker. Sin-
gle tickets are $2, or 3 for 
$5. Contact Anderson at 
the Polk County PD at 
770-748-7331, or stop by 
the office at 73 Cline In-
gram Jackson Road in Ce-

Response to Sheriff: Call GBI

School board announces search for new superintendent

Police remain 
on case in 

search for killer 
of Tammy Wolfe

County 
Commission 
makes new 
hires official

Letter sent to Sheriff 
from Commission seeks 
for proof of criminal 
wrong doing by Polk 
County Police be turned 
over to state investigators

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Who will be in charge of look-
ing into criminal allegations 
against the Polk County Police 
Department? 

That's a question that remains 
up in the air as the Polk County 
Commission voted 3-2 on Tues-
day night to send a letter to 
Sheriff Johnny Moats reiterat-
ing their stance that if he has 

any evidence of criminal activ-
ity or wrongdoing by anyone in 
the police department, he needs 
to call the Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation. 

Moats' response remains what 
it was when he first sent the let-
ter, in that he reiterated he is 
not an investigator and that he 
is only the "middle man" as far 
as bringing the multiple allega-
tions to light in his letter sent on 
May 5. 

"I'm not investigating any-
thing, and I have no knowledge 
of any illegal activities other 
than what these guys told me," 
Moats said. "It's their employees 
and they should look into it, not 
me." 

He remained firm in his stance 

as well that he has no intention 
of trying to take over the Polk 
County Police Department, and 
his only interest in the issues 
was to ensure they were brought 
to the attention of the County 
Commission. He said that any 
comments to the contrary about 
his intentions are simply un-
true. 

"I'm not out to get the County 
Police, that's a lie," he said. 

The latest letter between the 
County Commission and the 
Sheriff was hand delivered by 
County Manager Matt Denton on 
Wednesday afternoon following 
the vote approving it. 

Polk County Police Chief Ken-
ny Dodd said he continued to 
have no comment about the con-

tents of the May 5 letter to the 
commission from Moats, or the 
one the commission just sent 
back. 

He said since the May 5 letter 
had been sent, it's been causing 
tension to grow in his depart-
ment over the public's response, 
making it a "bad working envi-
ronment for my officers." 

"My detectives have been get-
ting calls daily of people com-
plaining that we're corrupt and 
didn't investigate their cases 
correctly," he said. "We've seen 
a number of negative comments 
on social media. And I've had of-
ficers report to me that they've 
had encounters in the public 

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

A new Assistant County 
Manager and 911 Direc-
tor are now in place after 
votes approving the new 
hires by the County Com-
mission wrapped up the 
months-long process for 
both jobs. 

The job that caused the 
budget to be postponed 
to January is now being 
filled by a name well 
known in the community 
in Polk County as Barry 
Akinson takes on the du-
ties of Assistant County 

From staff reports

Police remain on the 
case in the murder of 
Tammy Wolfe found in 
Polk Memory Gardens 
back in April, but thus far 
still have no official sus-
pects or plans to make ar-
rests anytime soon. 

Thus far, Wolfe's mur-
der remains an open case 
according to Polk County 
Police Chief Kenny Dodd. 
He said detectives are 
looking at every piece of 
evidence they can and 
are following down leads 
daily in an attempt to 
make an arrest. 

""We're still digging on 
that," he said. "It's still 
being dili-gently worked."

But right now, the case 
has no immediate prog-
ress. 

Please see Calendar A12

Lack of further 
leads stalls the 
progress on case

Assistant manager, 
911 director jobs 
get filled

Please see Police A5

Sean Williams/Standard Journal

Local residents in Rockmart helped clean 

up their community over the weekend. 

Getting rid of 
rubbish in Rockmart
The walk down College St. to meet with the Re-

think Rockmart group last Saturday was ultimate-
ly satisfying. Looking to my left I could see papers, 
glass bottles, soda cans. To my right were uniden-
tifiable objects, toys, and some objects I knew 
wouldn’t be degrading in my life time.  

The walk wasn’t satisfying because litter is en-
joyable and fun to look at, the trip was satisfying 
because the Rethink Rockmart group and its vol-
unteers were prepped and ready to do away with 
road side filth and litter.  

With an arsenal of trash bags, buckets, gloves, 
water, and hedge clippers, a mixture of Rethink 
Rockmart group members and volunteers made 
teams of three or four and set out into the city 
streets to clean up and perform maintenance.  

Please see Rubbish A6

Please see Sheriff A3

Please see County A3

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Look for the Polk School Dis-
trict to get a new leader in their 
ranks soon as the Board of Edu-
cation announced last week that 
the search of a new superinten-
dent has started. 

According to a statement from 
the district's website posted on 
Wednesday, they seek to be an 
effective school board by never 
believing that "they know what 
the community wants, without 
talking to the community first to 
validate the expectations." 

"We feel that the community 
plays an integral role in the pro-

cess," the statement read. 
To that end, the Polk County 

Board of Education wants to 
hear what the community has to 
say about the hiring of a new su-
perintendent, and has setup two 
community input meetings to 
share information with the pub-
lic. 

"These meetings are open to 
the public and attendees that 
desire to address the board will 
have an opportunity to sign-in 
at the meeting and be allowed 
to express the qualities they 
seek in a superintendent," the 
statement read. 

The first meeting is coming up 
in Rockmart next week on June 

20 at Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College's auditorium, 
located at 466 Brock Road. The 
meeting will start at 6 p.m. 

Board members will also be 
meeting in Cedartown to hear 
community input as well, gath-
ering at the Polk County College 
and Career Academy's new cam-
pus at Cedartown High School 
on June 27. 

That meeting is set to start at 
6 p.m. as well on the high school 
campus located at 167 Frank 
Lott Drive, Cedartown. 

For those who can't make it to 
either meeting on June 20 or 
June 27, the board has also put 
in place a comment system on-

line with the announcement 
which can be found at www.polk.
k12.ga.us.

Along with the meetings, the 
Board of Education announced 
when they approved interim su-
perintendent Greg Teems to 
serve that they would be hiring 
a consultant to help with the 
search process as well. 

Teems has been serving the 
role since earlier this spring 
when he was appointed to the 
interim position, serving until a 
new superintendent is hired to 
replace Dr. Darrell Wethering-
ton, who resigned in late Febru-
ary following scandal at the be-

Please see School A3


