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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

Due to the intense heat, LaFayette Fire & Safety went to the LaFayette Housing 

Authority on Friday, July 21, and treated the children who live there with a tour 

of the fire engine, a chance to try on firefighter gear, but the coolest part was 

getting soaked by the fire hose. (Messenger photo/Josh O’Bryant)

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services news 

release

Editor’s note: Though lower 
temperatures and frequent rains 
are forecast this week, the next few 
weeks are prone to dangerously high 
combinations of heat and humidity.

Following the heat advisory 
issued by the National Weather 
Service for your local area, the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) reminds local 
residents about steps they should 
take to protect their health from the 
extreme heat.

People suffering from heat stress 
may experience heavy sweating; 
weakness; cold, pale, and clammy 
skin; fast, weak pulse; and nausea or 
vomiting. Early signs include muscle 
cramps, heat rash, fainting or near-

Tips to staying healthy 
during extreme heat

Heat, page A

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Because Georgia 
legislators did not 
approve a back-to-
school sales tax holiday 
for 2017, parents and 
students will need to 
cross the state line if 
they want to shop tax-
free.

That is an 
inconvenience for 
those residing in 
the northwestern 
corner of the state, as 
both Tennessee and 
Alabama continued 
with their tax-free 
weekends this year.

It is too late to shop 
tax-free in Alabama, 
where tax exemptions 
on clothing, computers, 
supplies and books 
were offered the 
weekend of July 21-23.

But to the north, 
Tennessee’s tax holiday 
will be this weekend, 
July 28-30.Exemptions 
apply to purchases of 
clothing ($100 or less 
per item), computers 
($1,500 or less) and 
school and art supplies 
($100 or less per item). 
Apparel priced at 
more than $100 will be 
taxed. Tax will also be 
collected on jewelry 
and handbags as well as 
sports and recreational 
equipment.

Though popular with 
consumers, some local 

governments claimed 
the loss of tax revenue 
— some estimate that 
figure as high as $70 
million in Georgia — is 
too great a burden to 
bear.

Catoosa County’s 
chief financial officer, 
Carl Henson, said 
having a sales tax 
holiday is “not a deal 
breaker” though it is 
not revenue neutral. 

Using 2016 figures 
for July, he said LOST 
(local option sales 
tax) receipts were 
down about $24,000 
and SPLOST (special 
purpose local option 
sales tax) collections 
were off about $34,000 
compared to 2015.

Walker County, 
which has far fewer 
retail outlets than 
Catoosa, is not expected 
to see a big boost in 
revenue due to the tax-
free weekend having 
been cancelled for 2017.

“The last time we 
had one we didn’t really 
notice a decrease,” 
Walker County financial 
officer Greg McConnell 
said. “Our sales tax 
collections are so small 
that it doesn’t make 
much of a difference. 
Most people seem 
to travel outside the 
county to shop — most 
seem to go to Fort 
Oglethorpe to shop.”

Georgia without 
a back-to-school 
2017 tax holiday
Tennessee offers exemptions July 28-30

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Plans to revitalize the 
historic town of Chickamauga, 
crafted over a period of 
months filled with meetings 
and surveys, are beginning to 
bear fruit.

Particularly regarding 
growth of the retail 
operations, both in its 
downtown business district 
and along U.S. Highway 27 to 
the east.

The downtown merchants 
have partnered with local 
government to host a monthly 
series of “First Friday” 
block parties. The purpose 

is twofold, these block 
parties offer opportunities 
to showcase small shops or 
businesses, and at the same 
time entertain residents and 
attract visitors.

Fanci Moore, the city’s 
director of tourism and 
events, said July’s event 
attracted nearly as many 
people — roughly 3,000 — as 
actually live within the city 
limits.

The city is not only 
drawing visitors, it is adding 
to its core of boutiques and 
mom-and-pop shops. 

As an example, the city 
council this month approved 

leasing a city-owned building 
at 110 Gordon Ave. to Shannon 
Salisbury, owner of Chic 
Avenue Designs. Salisbury has 
relocated her business from 
Rossville.

In addition to renewed 
interest downtown, the area’s 
newest Hardee’s has opened 
at the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 27 with Lee and 
Gordon Mill Road and, about 
a block away,  construction 
has begun on an O’Reilly’s 
Auto Parts store.

And while there are new — 
or, in the case of Chic Avenue, 
vintage retail growth — the 
city council has adopted an 

ordinance regarding trees. 
City Manager Micheal 

Haney described the new 
ordinance as making certain 
the maintenance or removal of 
shade trees is regulated. The 
ordinance applies to trees on 
public spaces and in right of 
ways —not on private land.

 The “tree ordinance” 
will establish rules for the 
trimming/removal of trees 
as necessary to protect the 
safety of utility workers and 
maintain delivery of utilities 
either above or below ground. 
The new law also requires 
replacement of trees that are 
removed.

Chickamauga renaissance plan 
begining to show retail growth

Signs of renewed retail growth in Chickamauga include a Hardee’s opening a new eatery, site preparations work for an O’Reilly’s 

Auto Parts store and relocation of Chic Avenue Designs boutique to downtown. (Messenger photos/Mike O’Nealt)

GOHS news release

In case you haven’t heard, this entire 
week, the Georgia Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety and law enforcement 
agencies throughout the State of Georgia 
are teaming up with their counterparts 
in Alabama, Florida, South Carolina, 
and Tennessee in “Operation Southern 
Shield”, a week-long speed prevention 
and enforcement initiative in each of 
their respective states on interstates, 
major highways and local roads.

With Operation Southern Shield 
well underway, the Department of 
Driver Services would like to take this 

opportunity to remind motorists of 
Georgia’s Super Speeder law.

Georgia’s ‘Super Speeder Law’ defines 
a Super Speeder as a driver convicted of 
speeding at 75 mph or more on a two-lane 
road or at 85 mph and above on any road 
or highway in the State of Georgia. In 
addition to the fines and fees paid to the 
jurisdiction where the speeding offense 
took place, a $200 Super Speeder state 
fee is to be paid by the convicted driver 
to the State of Georgia.

Many customers do not expect this 
additional state fee which may arrive 

after local and county citations have 
been adjudicated. Failure to pay the 
Super Speeder fee within 120 days of 
official notice will result in the suspension 
of the offender’s license or driving 
privileges. Payment of a $50 reinstatement 
fee, in addition to the $200 Super Speeder 
fee, will then be required to reinstate 
their license or driving privileges.

DDS Commissioner Spencer R. Moore 
added “Please observe the speed limit 
and practice safe driving habits no matter 
where you are driving.”

Super Speeder fees can be paid online 
at https://online.dds.ga.gov/onlineservices/.

“Super Speeder” fee adds $200,or more, to drivers’ fines


