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See pages A2 and 
A15 for a story and 
photos of the Special 
Olympics athletes’ 
day out fishing 
recently at C.W. 
Matthews Farm.

Area Calendar 

of Events

The Cedartown Junior 
Service League is inviting 
the public to come out and 
celebrate spring during the 
53rd annual Cedar Valley 
Arts Festival at Peek Park 
in Cedartown starting from 
5 to 9 p.m. on Friday, April 
28 and continuing Saturday, 
April 29 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Sunday, April 30 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sig-
nups are now underway as 
well for the Arts Festival 5K 
and 1 mile fun run, the 20th 
year of the run this year. Vis-
it cedarvalleyartsfestival.
com for more information 
about this year’s festival in 
Cedartown.

The Rockmart Farmers 
Market continues on this 
Thursday from 2 to 5 p.m. 
behind Southcrest Bank 
and next to the Silver 
Comet Trail in downtown 
Rockmart. Classes and 
the summer schedule 
will begin on May 4. 

Purchase tickets now for 
Rockmart High School’s 
annual steak dinner 
fundraiser. Cost is $100, in-
cludes dinner for two and 
a raffle ticket for a chance 
to win $10,000. Money 
raised at the dinner goes 
to support the Yellow Jack-
ets athletic program. Con-
tact a Rockmart High 
School coach today to pur-
chase tickets, or call the 
high school at 770-684-5432. 
There are a limited num-
ber of tickets for the event.

Please see EVENTS A12

Enjoying Easter holiday in Polk County

Polk County celebrated Easter this past weekend with a variety 

of services, egg hunts and events held by churches and local 

organizations.

See page A9 for more about the Easter festivities
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BOE: Yes to FMC nurses
By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The Polk School District is 
now contracting out their school 
nursing program after receiving 
a trio of bids for the service, and 
chose Floyd Medical Center to 
put nurses into schools.

With a low bid of $359,000, the 

area hospital will be taking over 
the program after the end of the 
school year. Interim superinten-
dent Greg Teems said that West-
side Elementary School’s nurse 
Kathy McKelvey will be re-
tained with the Polk School Dis-
trict since she is a longtime em-
ployee and near retirement.

“No one is losing their jobs,” 
Teems said.

Instead, Floyd Medical Center 
will hire on the rest of the nurses 
currently employed by Polk 
School District, and will also be 

handling all equipment and sup-
plies cost as part of the agreement.

They’ll also be giving resourc-
es to the school nurses in all ten 
schools, and provide opportuni-
ties to have work during the 
summer if they choose in other 
programs within the Floyd Med-
ical Center network, overseen 
by Floyd Healthcare Manage-
ment which includes Polk Med-
ical Center.

Floyd Medical Center came in 
as the lowest bidder and the only 
group to make a presentation to 

the board during an open meeting. 
The other bidders included EDU 
Healthcare out of Hunterville, 
N.C. who provided a proposed bid 
of $467,680 for an annual contract, 
and EPIC Healthcare of Dallas, 
Texas who sought $481,000 for 
their services annually.

The local hospital system al-
ready provided trainer and am-
bulance services to Polk School 
District over the past years for 
athletic events during the year.

 z The board also approves 
several field trips and a 
bandwidth increase request. 

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Clear the calendar for 
the weekend of April 28-
30 for the Cedartown Ju-
nior Service League’s an-
nual fundraiser taking 
over Peek Park, and thus 
College Street in just 
over a week.

The 53rd annual Cedar 
Valley Arts Festival kicks 
off on Friday afternoon, 
April 28 in Peek Park in 
Cedartown from 5 to 9 
p.m., with 74 confirmed 
vendors showing up to 
provide fun, food and in-
teresting finds of all 
kinds in the park.

This venue provides a 
perfect location to show-
case local artists, crafts-

men, and musicians,” 
said Laura Newton, one 
of several organizers 
with the Junior Service 
League putting together. 
“We pride ourselves on 
showcasing the talents of 
our young artists as well 
by displaying artwork for 
every elementary student 

in Polk County.”
That artwork will be 

placed on the fences of 
the tennis courts like 
they have been in past 
years, and vendors will 
be setup throughout the 
park.

Aragon looking at 
zoning changes
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Fifty-four vendors will be on hand for the 

Cedar Valley Arts Festival starting on April 28.

Commission 
approves 

refinancing 
deal

 z  The agreement will 
save Cedartown more 
than $270,000 in 
interest through life of 
bonds.

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The Cedartown City 
Commission voted to re-
finance a previous bond 
package in a deal that 
will save the city more 
than $200,000 over the 
life of interest payments.

Commissioners voted 
3-0 for the proposal put 
forth to decrease the 
overall interest rates on 
bonds, bringing the inter-
est rates down to 2.73 per-
cent in a deal put togeth-
er with the BB&T bank.

Refinancing the bond 
repayments for the 2013 
sewer project and debt 
consolidation issue will 
ultimately save the city 
$271,942 over the life of 
the interest payments of 
the bonds. Cedartown 
has until Aug. 1, 2033 to 
finish off paying back the 
bonds.

City manager Bill Fann 
said the savings were 
well worth the up front 
cost of paying for legal 
fees to close the refinanc-
ing deal. He said though 
when the city began look-
ing into the possibility of 
refinancing, it was right 
around the time of the 
election and the bond 
market changed for some 
months.

Now with some stabili-
ty, the city approved the 
deal and moved forward 
with plans to close the re-
financing agreement by 
May 12.

“It ’s  a  substantial 
amount of savings for the 
city,” Fann said.

Rockmart 
prepares 

for Georgia 
Cities 
Week

 z  The event coming 
up on April 27 in 
downtown will help 
residents to celebrate 
their city. 

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Georgia Cities Week is 
coming up for municipal-
ities in Polk County, and 
during the coming week 
Rockmart will join others 
across the state in cele-
brations, and downtown 
will be closing for a few 
hours next Thursday to 
enjoy the company of 
neighbors and a party.

On April 27 the City of 
Rockmart will once again 
close off our downtown 
streets and serve our citi-
zens hot dogs, snacks and 
drinks while displaying 
many of our services so ev-
eryone can become more fa-
miliar with our operations.

Also the Rockmart Farm-
ers Market and the Down-
town Merchants will be 
open later to allow for res-
idents taking part in festiv-
ities a chance at getting 
fresh produce. Door prizes 
and giveaways will be part 
of the evening as well.

The event is set for 6 to 
9 p.m. and will feature 
live music.

Rockmart City Council 
members got an update on 
plans for the coming event 
during their April session 
last week on Tuesday, along 
with several other efforts 
underway within the city.

Plans for the budget were 
among them, and council 
members got their first 
look at a capital projects 
spending list provided by 
City Manager Jeff Ellis.

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

An issue 15 years in the 
making over zoning could 
soon be solved through a 
simple change in the or-
dinance.

Aragon City Council 
members gathered in a 
special session on April 
13 to allow for Code En-
forcement and Building 
Inspector Danny Forsyth 
to bring code and zoning 
violations to council 
members for action, but 
instead the body ad-
journed with wanting to 
update that portion of the 
city code to include a new 
definition of mixed use 
properties within the city.

Code violations and a 
zoning violation was 
brought  by  Forsyth 
against Gracie Trucking 
Company owner Judd 

Fee, who operates out of 
the old Aragon School 
gymnasium that was also 
once home to the Aragon 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

Forsyth came with a 
stack of complaints and 
problems presented by 
neighbors and himself, 
along with the admission 
he’d been to talk to Fee 
about the issues over the 
past months hoping to 
find solutions to problems 
presented by those living 
around the property.

Those issues have 
ranged from noise issues 
with the big diesel trucks 
to problems with resi-
dents living inside of a 
mobile home on the prop-
erty using crude lan-
guage within earshot of 
neighbors themselves.

Please see ARAGON A7Please see ARTS A10

Arts 
festival 

coming to 
Cedartown

Please see BOND A2Please see CITIES A3

Please see BOE A6


