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Area Calendar 

of Events

Rockmmart’s 
Crossview 
Community Church 
to hose Love Loud 
event for students 
next week. 

See Page A16

This week is Rockmart 
and Polk County's annual 
celebration of all things 
local and summer, the 
Homespun Festival . 
Check out more informa-
tion about the 40th anni-
versary of this year's 
event at polkgeorgia.com, 
learn about this year's 
sponsor Redmond Re-
gional Medical Center, or 
find out how to take part 
in the July 21 from 5 to 
9:30 p.m., and July 22 
from 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
The festival organized by 
the Polk County Chamber 
of Commerce includes 
the Homespun 5K Race, 
the Kiwanis Car Show, 
and find out more about 
weather alerts and pet 
policy at the festival. 
Questions? Call Mandy 
Mallicoat at 770-684-8760.

An Adult Field Day is 
coming up this weekend 
on Saturday at the old 
Rockmart High School 
football field behind city 
hall. Food, fun games mu-
sic and more in team and 
individual events. $5 for 
adults, $3 for children. 
Call Tandra McClure at 
706-844-7867 or Demarcus 
James at 972-623-7691for 
more information. 

Mount Tabor Baptist 
Church located at 3068 
Old Alabama Road; 
Taylorsville wraps up Va-
cation Bible School 

Please see Calendar A12

By TYLER WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

A local artist will soon be add-
ing the latest layer of color and 
lines to the portrait that makes 
up her life as she gets ready to 
move away for more training she 
hopes one day to propel her to 
work with the stars of Hollywood 
and much more. 

Rockmart High School gradu-
ate Kasie Price has big dreams 
in mind for her future and her 

work as she gets ready in the 
coming weeks for a big move 
across the state to coastal Geor-
gia. That's where she'll start the 
next step of her education at Sa-
vannah College of Art and De-
sign, or SCAD for short. 

She intends once she finishes 
her studies to pursue her passion 
in art for a career in hopes to 
find work in animated features 
for film and television, and may-
be later on start an art school for 
youth with Autism. 

   Price was recently accepted 

into SCAD - which was the only 
college she applied for - with a 
$20,000 scholarship. She said it 
was her lifelong dream to get 
into the school.

   “We took a trip to Savannah 
when I was 9 years old and that’s 
when I first fell in love with the 
town first, then around elemen-
tary school I fell in love with art 
and found out there was an art 
school in my favorite town,” said 
Price. “Since then it all seemed 

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

The City of Aragon will 
be bringing on a new City 
Clerk to take over after 
the former clerk called it 
quits this week. 

Sandy Norman, who 
had held the position 
since 2015, left her job af-
ter working out a two-
week notice for the city, 
according to Mayor Garry 
Baldwin. 

He said that she did not 
provide a reason for leav-
ing the city when she 
gave her resignation. 

Norman said after ini-
tial publication of the 
news of her departure 
that wasn't the case. 

According to the resig-
nation letter she provid-
ed in an email, she left af-
ter she received a bad re-
view on her performance 
evaluation, one she felt 
was "directly in response 
to my role in the removal 
of the former City Clerk 

By SEAN WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

The latest session of the 
Rockmart City Council 
remained light once 
again with only a few 
items to vote on, from 
looking at zoning re-
quests to getting ready 
for the city's upcoming 
municipal election. 

With conditional use re-
quests for two buildings 
in Rockmart yet to be ap-
proved, citizens and 
council members dis-
cussed whether use of the 
buildings should be per-
mitted. 

First up for the meet-
ing's agenda on July 11 
was the Marietta Recy-
cling conditional use re-
quest for their property 
located at 327 Industrial 
Drive.

Marietta Recycling 
wants to turn the I-2 
zoned property into a re-
cycling/salvage center, 
and since few citizens 
had any complaints, 
council members prompt-
ly approved the condi-
tional use request. 

The company is now 
free to move forward with 
their new salvage center.

Concerned citizens also 

Fulfilling dream, artist taking 
first step toward future creations

Please see Artist A10

Please see Rockmart A2 Please see Aragon A6

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Mixed opinions came 
back from the Polk Coun-
ty Commission on the 
Polk County Police De-
partment's audit com-
pleted by the County At-
torney, with some saying 
he did a fine job and oth-
ers wanting to dig deeper. 

Commissioners also 
voted unanimously to ap-
prove the release of notes 
and summaries put to-
gether by County Attor-
ney Brad McFall, but 
with names redacted, but 
didn't include a letter 
that Commissioner Jen-
nifer Hulsey said she re-
ceived from an officer 
who laid out concerns 
and potential issues over 
25 pages of the letter.  

The board wasn't re-
quired to vote on wheth-
er they would have to ac-
cept the audit, which was 
submitted by McFall pri-
or to the July board work 
and regular sessions. 

On both nights the topic 
dominated discussion, 
starting with questions 
presented during the 
July 10 work session over 
how the audit was com-
pleted, and whether Mc-
Fall had found any evi-
dence which would re-
quire him to move for-
ward on further efforts. 

McFall said following 
the July 10 work session 
the commission would 

Please see Audit A3
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Aragon’s city 
clerk resigns 

in protest
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Commission 
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audit

KSU and PSD partnering on tutoring program

Tyler Williams/SJ

Local artist Kasie Price is heading to Savannah in August to start at SCAD.

Contributed 

Local kids took part in the Summer Fun Day put on by local groups 

to help promote reading and literacy in Polk County. Check out 

Page A8 for more on the event and Ferst Foundation’s program.

By TYLER WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

A partnership between an 
area college and the Polk School 
District hopes to produce better 
outcomes for local students as 
they get ready to take on the 
next level of education. 

Kennesaw State University-
Paulding (KSU) located in Dal-
las, was awarded a total of 
$1,287,500 over five years from 
the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion’s Upward Bound Program 

to help promising low-income, 
potential first-generation col-
lege students in Polk County to 
prepare for college.

K S U  w i l l  p a r t n e r  w i t h 
Cedartown and Rockmart High 
Schools to provide 60 students 
annually with tutoring, counsel-
ing and advising to help them 
succeed academically. Through 
Upward Bound, KSU will also 
provide mentoring, parent en-
gagement, state assessment 
preparation, career explora-
tion, cultural experiences, and 

college visits to each high school 
participant of the program.

During the summer the stu-
dents will get a chance to get ac-
commodated to the college life-
style before having to actually 
attending by spending 6 weeks 
during summer break at the 
KSU campus. The student will 
be provided transportation if 
needed and it is all funded by 
the Upward Bound grant. 

“There is no greater loss to our 
culture than to have our bright 
and capable young students not 

attend college,” said Dr. Anita 
VanBrackle, KSU-Paulding Site 
Director. “As Upward Bound re-
cipients, we will reach out to 
those low-income, first-genera-
tion students who have the in-
terest and ability to complete a 
college degree. We are honored 
to collaborate with Cedartown 
and Rockmart High Schools. 
Through the use of this grant, 
not only will the lives of the stu-
dents involved in the grant be 

Please see PSD A6


