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Area Calendar 

of Events

Unless otherwise noted, 
the following events and 
calendar items are still on 
schedule. For those who 
are able to note otherwise, 
please contact kmyrick@
polkstandardjournal.net.

Restoration Church Ced-
artown will be having their 
Easter service on Sunday, 
April 12, 2020 at 11 a.m. at 
the Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center, 205 East Av-
enue. Pastor Danny Rhodes 
invites everyone to attend.

Cedartown High School 
Class of 1960 is planning 
a 60 year Class Reunion 
on April 25, 2020. We are 
looking for our classmates. 
Would anyone who has not 
received a letter about the 
reunion and was a mem-
ber of the class, please con-
tact Ken Waits at 770-748-
0420 as soon as possible. 
We want to include you.

The Polk County Board 
of Commissioners will con-
tinue the Citizen of the 
Year Award in 2020, and 
want to honor individuals 
that have made a positive 
contribution to the county. 
Know a volunteer, someone 
who has committed a self-
less act or dedicated their 
time to special projects lo-
cally? Nominate them to-
day for the 2020 Citizen of 
the Year award at polkga.
org/citizen-of-the-year.

The Cedartown High 
School class of 1970 will 
have their 50th class re-
union on Saturday, April 
18, 2020. The event is $20 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The City of Cedartown, Rock-
mart and Polk County have by 
now determined that a joint reso-
lution requiring that people main-
tain social distancing practices be 
enforced, and voted to approve 
in emergency sessions to enact 
a measures to curtail potential 
transmissions any further.

Gatherings of 10 or more people 
are now prohibited, and officials 
are asking people to stay in their 
homes as much as possible until 
the provisions in the resolution are 
lifted as the spread of COVID-19 

EDITOR’S NOTE: On Fri-
day afternoon, Gov. Brian Kemp 
and Kathleen Toomey, commis-
sioner of the Georgia Department 

of Public Health, 
spoke to the Mari-
etta Daily Jour-
nal via conference 
call to discuss the 
state’s response 
to the spread of 
the coronavirus. 
The transcript be-
low has been ed-
ited for length and 
clarity. To listen 
to the interview 
with Gov. Kemp 
and Dr. Toomey, 
go to the Mariet-
ta Daily Journal 
podcast at http://
traffic.libsyn.com/
mariettadaily-
journalpodcast/
ke m p _ m d j _ -

_32720_7.16_PM.mp3 or wher-
ever you access your podcasts now.

Q: What is the spread between 
how many Georgians are being 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The Cedartown Performing Arts 
Center should have been crowded 
with local art lovers enjoying wine, 
snacks and jazz music this past Sat-
urday night. Instead, like all other 
public gatherings, it was forced to 
go on hold.

Yet that doesn’t mean that within 
the confines of the home, art lovers 
can’t enjoy the one reason why they 
came together in the first place: to 
see the various works on display cre-
ated by talent from all across Polk 
County.

So A Night With Local Artists 2020 
might not have gotten to spend the 
weekend enjoying a cultural event in 
downtown Cedartown — a make-up 
date is still to be determined at this 
time — but they can enjoy some of 

Staff reports

Schools statewide are 
remaining closed through 
most of April with a new 
order from Governor Bri-
an Kemp on Thursday in 
response to the increasing 
number of cases of COV-
ID-19 being reported by 
health officials.

Polk School District 
will now be closed until 
April 24, two weeks past 
the date that teachers and 
students hoped to be back 
in the classrooms locally 
following the conclusion 
of spring break.

With schools remaining 
closed for a month, stu-
dents will report back to 

school on April 27, if the 
spread of COVID-19 has 

curtailed.
“We greatly appreciate 

our PSD families continuing 
to work hard on instruc-
tion at home,” Superin-
tendent Laurie Atkins said 
in a letter on the district’s 
website updating parents, 
teachers and students on 
the situation.

This week the district has 
been distributing packets 
for Days 11-20, and teach-
ers and staff are “working 
diligently on creating the 
packets for days 21-25.”

In case of an addition-
al extension, teachers are 
being asked to provide as-
signments if the closure 
persists. Pickup for packets 
for Days 21-30 will be held 

Schools staying closed through April 24

Do not 
gather, 

don’t go 
out to eat

‘We’re trying 
to flatten 
the curve’

Contributed by Oscar Guzman

The artwork of Mae Wyatt was set to be featured at A Night With Local Artists 
2020 at the Cedartown Performing Arts Center on March 28. It remains up 
and waiting for when people can return to visit and see.

Contributed by Oscar Guzman

The artwork of Mae Wyatt was set to be featured at A Night With Local Artists 2020 at the Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center on March 28. It remains up and waiting for when people can return to visit and see.

WHEN YOU’RE ON YOUR OWN, 
WE ARE THERE WITH YOU.

A
s the United States faces the worst 
public health crisis in a generation, 
we want you to know we are here for 

you — and with you.
Whatever happens, whenever it happens, 

your newspaper will be there for you. We’ll 
be there to let you know how our commu-
nity is managing through this crisis — from 
business to government to the health care 
system and schools to the drastic impact 
on individuals and families.

And we’ll be there to let you know about 
the good and extraordinary things happen-
ing in the midst of this crisis — the school 
district donating supplies for local health 

workers, the church leaders who are find-
ing innovative ways to continue services 
without gathering in the sanctuary, the 
local businesses who are working hard 
to stay open and keep employees on, and 
most importantly the health workers put-
ting themselves in harm’s way to care for 
the sick.

Amidst the sadness and anxiety, there 
are uplifting moments that remind us of 
the resilience of the human spirit, and we’ll 
be there to document those too.

We are here to help you make sense of 
the situation and to help you navigate it.

Having fact-based, reliable reporting 

that provides public scrutiny and oversight 
is more important than ever. Together, 
across the decades, this newspaper and 
its readers have navigated horrific events 
— natural disasters, terrorism, financial 
downturns, periods of extreme political 
and societal division.

This challenge is greater than any of those, 
but, rest assured, we’ll be here for you. Polk 
County is resilient, a land where people come 
together to build and rebuild. Let’s stick to-
gether, and we will come through this, too.

—From Kevin Myrick  

Editor of the Polk Standard Journal

Gov. Kemp orders classrooms to stay closed through most of 
April, closure could extend based on mid-April assessment

Closes dine-in for 
restaurants and 
bars; more measures 
expected if 
conditions deteriorate

See SPREAD, A2

See CALENDAR, A7See CLOSED, A6

Kevin Myrick

Cherokee Elementary School is one of 11 campuses that 
will remain shuttered through April 24 ordered by Gov. 
Brian Kemp on March 26.

Gov. Kemp discusses 
coronavirus response 
in a Times-Journal 

Inc. interview

Gov. Brian 
Kemp

Kathleen 
Toomey

See KEMP, A5

Celebrating artists 
without the gala

Still reasons to celebrate and support artists around the area

See ART, A10


