
By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

The Catoosa County school 
board will be approving the 
system’s 2019 budget on Aug. 
20. Expenses are up this year 
and the system is looking at 
a shortfall of $2,501,019, 
though that number will prob-
ably be lower, says Director of 
Finance Blake Stansell, because 
the board overestimates for 
some expenses, like how many 
employees will enroll in the 
system’s health insurance plan. 

Superintendent Denia Reese 
says any shortfall will be cov-
ered by reserve funds the sys-
tem keeps for just such occa-
sions.

The system’s Fiscal Year 
2019 (FY19) budget comes to 
$108,052,246. Expected gen-
eral funds income is slated at 
$105,551, 227.

Changes adding to expenses 
this year include the hiring of 
13 more teachers, five parapro-
fessionals and one school psy-
chologist, as well as the addi-
tion of five resource officers to 
increase security at elemen-
tary schools. While the school 
system is assuming the cost of 
salaries and benefits for the 
resource officers — $200,000 
total, the county is covering 
uniforms, vehicles and other 
incidental expenses. 

Another cost for the school 
system is state-mandated 
contributions to the Teacher 
Retirement System. The rate 
is going up from 16.81% last 
year to 20.90% this year, mak-
ing the FY19 total contribution 
$11,100,000.

Teachers will see a 5% 
increase in their local supple-
mental pay. Teachers receive 
the bulk of their pay from the 
state, but local school boards
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 REMOVAL

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

On Aug. 7, the public was invited 
to Fort Oglethorpe City Hall to view 
the latest plans for Lafayette Road, a 
project being funded by a $3 million 
grant from the federal Appalachian 
Regional Commission.

The grant was approved in 2014 after 
a three-year effort on the part of a group 
of volunteers that included city officials, 

the Downtown Development Authority 
and residents. The grant is to be admin-
istered by the Georgia Department of 
Transportation (GDOT).

Over the past four years, GDOT and 
the city have introduced a variety of 
plans to the public, including ones that 
showed kiosks of trees and shrubbery 
up and down the road.

The latest and intended final plan 
was met Tuesday night, Aug. 7, with 
some serious concerns from Lafayette 

Road business and property owners. 
A number of people commented that 
they had never seen it before.

The plan involves placing a median 
strip down the center of the road, chang-
ing the width of lanes, adding bicycle 
lanes and 5-foot-wide sidewalks, and 
making sure all entry points from the 
road to parking lots meet with Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act standards.

On Aug. 7, city officials, business owners and others attended a presentation of the latest plans for Lafayette Road 
in Fort Oglethorpe. / Tamara Wolk
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Convicted Catoosa County murderer granted 
parole despite pleas from victim’s family

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

After nearly 28 years in 
prison, a convicted murderer 
from Catoosa County has been 
granted parole despite pleas 
from the victim’s family to keep 
him locked up.

Almost 28 years to the day 
after 27-year-old Ringgold High 
School graduate Benjamin West 
was murdered, his killer is 
preparing to once again join society.

Bob Jay Cole, who will turn 45 in 
November, was a 16-year-old kid 

when he lured West to 
a secluded area, robbed 
him, and then fatally 
shot him in the back 
of the head.

The two had worked 
together at Kentucky 
Fried Chicken in 
Ringgold. West was 
the store’s manager 
and Cole was a team member.

Catoosa County authorities 
suspected foul play shortly after 

West failed to show up to work one day 
in August 1990. After a three-day search, 
police located West’s decomposing 

body in a chert pit off Battlefield 
Parkway near I-75.

Cole eventually pleaded 
guilty to the crimes and was 
sentenced to life in prison with 
the possibility of parole.

After being denied parole 
multiple times over the past 
20-plus years, the state Board 
of Pardons & Paroles in Atlanta 

announced in December 2017 that it was 
tentatively granting Cole a conditional 
parole.

After West’s family was notified of 

By Dee D. Decker
ddecker@npco.com

Since assuming man-
agement of the former 
Hutcheson Medical Center 
in December, CHI Memorial 
has stabilized health care 
in locally and continues to 
offer more services, to open 
more service lines, and to 
expand its services to best 

meet the needs of area res-
idents, according to Angie 
Hullander, hospital admin-
istrator.

Some of CHI Memorial’s 
growth has been physical: 
the complete replacement of 
IT infrastructure and soft-
ware to connect the hospital 
with sister hospitals in Glen-
wood and Hixon; the reno-
vation of the second floor 
with 36 patient rooms and 
a new surgery theatre with 
six operating room suites; 
several post-surgery rooms 
and two GI labs; the kitchen 

and a variety of cutting-edge 
equipment with the latest in 
technology.

One of the hospital’s new 
programs is the ER Fast 
Track, which shortens the 
turn-around time for patients 
not acutely ill. Patients enter-
ing the ER are evaluated by 
a nurse, who then moves 
them to the regular ER or 
Fast Track, depending on 
the patient’s condition and 
the resources needed to 
handle their situation. Fast 

CHI Memorial in Fort Oglethorpe adds ER Fast Track, physicians

From left are Operating room nurses Jennifer Frazier, Kim 
Herd and Amelia Browder. / Dee Decker

 ♦ New budget includes 
increased funding, 
increased expenses, 
more staff and pay 
raises. Board will 
approve budget Aug. 20.

 ♦  Hospital maintains 
emphasis on serving 
community.
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