
By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

The Queen City 

of the Highlands 

will gain more 

than $10 million 

of new residential 

construction.

LaFayette City 

Manager David 

Hamilton announced 

Tuesday the next 

phase in a yearlong 

collaborative effort 

to re-imagine and 

revitalize portions of 

the city.

This visioning, 

planning and hard 

work has resulted 

in ReaVentures, the 

Georgia Department 

of Community Affairs  

and its investment 

partners making a 

commitment to invest 

in Linwood community 

of west LaFayette.

The state grant 

application called for 

Abbington at Linwood 

to be centered around 

the intersection of 

Probasco and Jones 

streets. Plans call 

for eight two-story 

buildings, clustered 

in three sites along 

Probasco Street and 

within a quarter-mile 

of each other, that will 

have a mix of one-

bedroom, two-bedroom 

and three-bedroom 

units. 

Exteriors will be a 

combination of brick 

LaFayette boys 

continue to set 

the pace in 

Region 6-AAAA 

basketball.
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Markeith
Montgomery
named Walker 
Co. Defensive 
Player of the 
Year.
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CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
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place 
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to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

THURSDAY JANUARY 18TH AND
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20TH

THURSDAY JANUARY 18TH, 1:00 PM
Summerville, Chattooga County, GA

3± Acres Of Downtown Commercial Property
Selling In Tracts Or As A Whole

Properties are open for
inspection, or call our office for

your personal inspection.
Selling on Site under the

Dempsey Tent!

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey

310 North 4th Avenue | Rome, GA 30165 | Office 706-291-0746

WWW.DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM 1-800-DEMPSEY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20TH, 10:00 AM
Rome, Floyd County, GA

150± Acres On Manning Lake Road
Selling In Tracts Or As A Whole — County Water

GAL #113Auction Co.

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Drivers traveling on Osburn Road 
can expect to see the wheels of more 
and more school buses going round-and-
round in the coming months.

That is because Walker County 
Schools will soon relocate its 
transportation center from a fenced lot 
alongside U.S. Highway 27, across from 
Greg’s Restaurant in Chickamauga, to the 
former Osburn School playground.

“We had seen the need for awhile 
and have been planning on this move 
for about three years,” said Chris Jones, 
director of facilities and operations for 
the county school system.

This ESPLOST (education special 
purpose local option sales tax) project 
is estimated to have a price tag of 

about $2.9 million and will provide 

maintenance, storage and training 

facilities for the county’s buses and bus 

drivers.

Site preparation began during the 

winter holiday break, with earthmoving 

equipment scraping and grading what 

for years was the playground for the “big 

kids” attending Osburn Elementary.

Vacated when Cherokee Ridge 

Elementary opened, the former Osburn 

School is now the Advancing Education 

Center. Its grassy playground was used to 

store some mothballed buses in recent 

years, but now is being readied for 

expanded use.

“The repair and maintenance facility 

how has two service bays,” Jones said. 

“When complete, the new site will have 

4-1/2 bays that will allow servicing both 

buses and our other service vehicles.”

Jones said monthly maintenance and 

safety inspections are performed on 

every bus used to cover 89 routes that 

crisscross the county on a daily basis.

As part of the move, the fleet 

refueling dock will be relocated as well. 

And because the buses use diesel fuel 

—something that will dissolve asphalt 

— the parking areas will be covered in 

crushed, rolled and compacted concrete, 

Jones said.

Having the large open space not only 

allows parking and servicing all buses 

at a single location, space in the lower 

level of the AEC building means drivers 

will gain a break room, office space and 

training center.

“The building has been very well 

maintained,” Jones said.

Developer commits to $10.8 million 
LaFayette townhouse development

Buses are coming! Buses are coming!
$2.9 million school bus garage is under construction 

Walker County Schools is adding a dedicated maintenance and fueling facility for buses on its Osburn Road property. Left: The view 

north, showing the construction zone with the Advanced Education Center in the background. Right: Looking south along Osburn 

Road, where a former playground is being converted into a transportation center. (Messenger photos/Mike O’Neal) 
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By Andy Miller 
Georgia Health News

Five Georgians have 
died from the flu, which has 
also led to more than 300 
hospitalizations in metro 
Atlanta this season, state 
officials report.

Georgia hospitals are 
seeing “a significant and 
rapid increase of patients’’ 

coming in with 
flu, the Georgia 
Hospital 
Association said 
Saturday. “This 
has placed an 
added strain on 
already limited 
supplies of IV 
solutions and 
medicines.”

Several 
hospitals in the state are 
restricting visitors during the 
flu surge.

Flu is widespread in every 
state except Hawaii.

In one slightly hopeful 
sign, CDC officials said Friday 
that this flu season may 
have reached its maximum 

Flu slams Georgia

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

The GBI is investigating 
reports that the woman who 
made a false 911 emergency 
call that led to a deputy fatally 
shooting a Rossville man 
inside his house suffers from 
dementia. 

In an article published last 
week in the Chattanooga Times 
Free Press, Steven Gass claims 
his mother Dorothy Gass 
suffers from dementia.

She is 65 years old.
Greg Ramey, special agent 

in charge at the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation’s 

Calhoun office, says the GBI is 
investigating Steven’s claim.

Ramey said Steven, while 
being interviewed after the 
incident, did tell investigators 
that his mother suffers from 
dementia.

Steven also said in the 
article that sometime last 
summer, Dorothy was lost in 
Fort Oglethorpe for about six 
hours until a police officer 
located her at Food City. 
The Fort Oglethorpe Police 
Department said last week 
that there are no reports filed 
concerning Dorothy Gass.

GBI reviews claim of 

911 caller’s dementia
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