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Linderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

QUEEN
ADJUSTABLE
BED $999

(MATTRESS INCLUDED)

Adjustable Bed 
Features & Benefits

• Reduces Snoring
• Reduces Acid Reflux
• Eases Back Pain
• Head and Foot 

Adjustment

Special PriceLinderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

CATNAPPER POWER LIFT RECLINERS  $799

Lift Chair Benefits
• Independence.
• Multiple positions.
• Ease of mobility.
• Reduce risk of injury.

FREE 
CHAIR 

 REMOVAL

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

If you’re the bargain-hunting, auction-
loving type, here’s a great opportunity.

On Sept. 20, tune in to Night Talk 
with Judy on UCTV, 9-11 p.m. The Fort 
Oglethorpe Bark City Committee — the 
group that is raising funds to build a 

dog park in the city — will be auction-
ing off an exciting list of donated items.

“We have a really dedicated commit-
tee,” says Fort Oglethorpe City Manager 
Jennifer Simpkins. “They’ve done a great 
job finding donations for the auction, 
and the donations are still coming in.”

So what might you bid on? How about 
a $25 gift certificate to Farm to Fork in 
Ringgold or dinner for four at Arman-
do’s in East Ridge, Tennessee? Or two 
VIP seats at the James Rogers Home 
for the Holidays concert at The Col-

onnade in December or an overnight 
stay at Springhill Suites/Marriott in 
Ringgold? You can also bid on a $30 
gift certificate to Nail Art, an LFO 
Swag Basket, a personalized dog 
portrait by Durinda Cheek or a 
one-hour photo shoot by Finding 
Fox Creative. Petsense, Tractor 
Supply and Petco are also donat-
ing auction items and the dona-
tions are still rolling in.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

While residents have grown frus-
trated with the detours involved with 
construction on Three Notch Road, 
state officials say the work is more 
than halfway complete.

Construction on the replacement 
of Three Notch Road’s bridge over 
Peavine Creek began in October of 

2017 at a cost of $2,225,692.
The Georgia Department Trans-

portation (GDOT) contracted C.W. 
Matthews Contracting to do the work, 
which has involved detours to Post 
Oak Road and Poplar Springs Road.

Mohamed Arafa, district commu-
nications officer of GDOT, says the 
work is progressing and still slated 
to be completed next summer.

“The GDOT contractor, C.W. Mat-

thews, has already installed the bridge 
beams,” Arafa said. “The contrac-
tor continues to work on the bridge 
superstructure. The project is cur-
rently about 55 percent complete.”

Despite the lengthy timetable for 
the project, Arafa says there haven’t 
really been any delays on the proj-
ect’s overall completion date.

Three Notch Road bridge 
project is halfway done

Catoosa County residents have been experiencing ongoing detours along Three Notch Road due a bridge replacement 
project, but officials say the work is more than halfway done. / Don Stilwell

Catoosa hires new county manager

Walker deputy 
cleared in 

fatal shooting 
prompted by 
false 911 call

Staff reports

A grand jury Tuesday, Sept. 
4, cleared Walker County Dep-
uty John Chandler of any 
charges related to a New Year’s 
Day fatal shooting prompted 
by a 911 call later deemed a 
false report.

The jury reviewed the evi-
dence in the case and agreed 
with a January internal inves-
tigation by the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation and Sheriff’s 
Department, which found 
Chandler did not commit any 
crimes or violate any depart-
ment policies in the shooting. 
The jury said he did not act 
with criminal intent when he 
shot Mark Parkinson through 
a window during a call to Par-
kinson’s Rossville home.

According to Parkinson’s wife, 
Diane, her husband walked into 
the kitchen with a handgun after 
hearing a commotion outside 
and his dogs barking. Seeing 
the gun, Deputy Chandler shot 
three times through the win-
dow from the porch and killed 
him, as one bullet severed Par-
kinson’s jugular vein.

“He meant to do me harm,” 
Chandler said during the inter-
nal affairs investigation.

“We recognized it was a 
tragic, tragic situation,” Sher-
iff Steve Wilson told the Chat-
tanooga Times Free Press 
Wednesday, Sept. 5. “We still 
support the facts that the officer 
acted within policy and within 
the laws of the state.”

Offices responded to a 911 
call that a woman inside threat-
ened to kill her children and 
herself. The call, by Dorothy 
Gass, mother-in-law of Par-
kinson’s daughter, Amy Gass, 
was not legitimate, GBI agents 
later determined. It was part 
of a custody dispute.

Gass was originally charged 
by the GBI of intentionally fil-
ing a false report, was arrested 
and released pending her trial. 
Walker County State Court 
Judge Billy Mullinax dropped 
the false report charge on June 
13 after a GBI agent did not 
show up on Gass’ court date.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Two weeks after intro-
ducing her to the public, 
Catoosa County commis-
sioners finalized the hire 
of Alisha Vaughn as new 
manager Tuesday night, 
Sept. 4.

Following a six-month-
long search for a new 
county manager, com-
missioners named and 
introduced Vaughn as 
their top candidate dur-

ing the Aug. 21 meeting.
After making Vaughn’s 

application and resume 
available as public record 

for a mandatory two-week 
period, the board members 
unanimously approved the 
hire on Sept. 4.

Vaughn, who has worked 
as chief financial officer 
(CFO) for Whitfield County 
for the past six years, has a 
degree in accounting from 
the University of Geor-
gia, as well as a wealth 
of finance experience in 
government.

Vaughn will become the 
successor to Jim Walker, 
who abruptly resigned 
during the executive ses-
sion portion of a February 
meeting. 

Bark City Committee auction fundraiser set for Sept. 20

New Catoosa County Manager Alisha Vaughn (center, 
navy dress) was commissioner’s top choice for the job 
and was introduced to the public during the Aug. 21 Board 
of Commissioner’s meeting. / Adam Cook, file

 ♦ A Yappy Hours fundraiser is 
set for Sept. 29.

See BARK CITY, A3

 ♦ Alisha Vaughn will 
take the reins here on 
Sept. 24.

See VAUGHN, A7See CLEARED, A3

See BRIDGE, A3
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