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Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing partial resource guide 
was made available to the 
Standard Journal courtesy 
of the Polk County Cham-
ber of Commerce. We thank 
Executive Director Blair 
Elrod for compiling this 
useful information. Find 
the full online version of 
this resource guide at polk-
georgia.com or the Cham-
ber’s Facebook page. — KM

Georgia DPH 
Recommendations 

and Guidelines

There are some common-
sense measures everyone can 
take to protect themselves 
and others from the spread 
of respiratory illnesses in-
cluding coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19).

♦ Wash hands frequently 
with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds at a time.

♦ Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth with 
unwashed hands.

♦ Avoid close contact with 
people who are ill.

♦ Cover your mouth and 
nose with a tissue when you 
cough or sneeze.

♦ Do not reuse tissue af-
ter coughing, sneezing or 
blowing your nose.

♦ Clean and disinfect sur-
faces that are frequently 
touched.

It is also good practice 
to start being more aware 
of the number of times a 
day your hands touch an 
object or hard surface and 
then touch your face with-
out being washed. Limit-
ing the exposure of your 
nose, mouth, and eyes to 
unwashed hands can help 
to protect from the spread 

By Doug Walker
DWalker@RN-T.com

With the local courts function-
ing on a virtual basis and service 
of warrants largely on pause, Floyd 
County deputies have turned a lot 
of their attention to finding oth-
er ways to serve the community. 
And they’ve gotten a helping hand 
in their work on a local basis too.

Sheriff Tim Burkhalter asked 
Chaplain Dave Thornton to take a 
lead role in organizing food deliv-
eries to the medically infirm and 

elderly residents across Rome and 
Floyd County. Here in Polk Coun-
ty, Sheriff Johnny Moats and Chief 
Deputy Jonathan Blackmon have 
been hard at work ensuring that 
several families can benefit from 
food deliveries locally too.

“Our guys are all involved in want-
ing to do more,” Burkhalter said.

His staff got the delivery of pre-
scription medications to senior s 
down to a science so he started 
looking for other ways to help.

Sheriff’s deputies deliver food to the ill and elderly

By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

Gov. Brian Kemp released most 
Georgians from the state’s shelter-
in-place order after Thursday night, 
April 30, except for people ages 65 

and older, seniors liv-
ing in long-term care 
facilities and persons 
with certain chron-
ic health issues, the 
governor announced 
that afternoon.

Older persons and 
the chronically ill, who 
health officials have 
stressed are most at 

risk for harmful effects from corona-
virus, must remain sheltered-in-
place through June 12.

Also this past Thursday, Kemp 
outlined a series of social-distancing 
restrictions that Georgia businesses 
will need to continue following in 
the coming weeks, depending on 
the type of business. As it stands, 
those restrictions are poised to be 
lifted on 11:59 p.m. May 13.

Strict distancing rules limiting the 
number of customers and requir-
ing vigorous sanitizing measures 
will remain in effect through May 
13 for dine-in restaurants, gyms, 
barbershops and many other close-
quarter establishments that were 
allowed to reopen as of Monday.

Staff reports

Superheroes can be found in 
every corner of life and they are 
showing up more than ever in dai-
ly life, and one group in particular 
is continuing their efforts to help 
ensure children who usually get 
meals at school are still getting 
them at home.

When Polk School District’s ten 
campuses abruptly closed school 
due to the COVID- 19 emergency, 
members of school nutrition staff 
immediately launched a plan to 
serve grab ‘n’ go breakfast and 
lunch to students.

The effort to ensure local youth are 
fed through the closure of schools 
soon saw the inclusion of Bus Driv-
ers, Para Pros, Police Officers, Prin-
cipals and Assistant Principals, 
who joined with administration to 
feed students through the end of 
the school year. Once the last day 
of school comes and goes on May 
22, Superintendent Laurie Atkins 
said the district will then shift to 
their summer program offering 
students food.

Members of the school nutrition 
staff have already put in a lot of 
time in their kitchens to prepare 
meals ahead of time. From March 
16 through April 27, School Nutri-
tion Director Dr. Linda Holland 
reported that 131,118, meals were 
produced, bagged and distribut-

ed to the children of Polk County.
“I call my staff superheroes,” 

said Holland. “They are making 
every effort to ensure that meals 
get out with all safety measures 
in place. Every Polk School Nu-
trition staff have taken and most 
passed a written exam obtaining 
SERV SAFE certified, a National 
Restaurant food safety course. I 
told them just to do what they had 
been doing all along.”

Requirements that Holland said 
were added once the shutdowns 
began that are becoming common 
practice is the constant use of face 
masks and social distancing in the 

work environment.
Holland said her superheroes 

didn’t miss a step.
“Without being asked, Lisa Cle-

ments, Van Wert Elementary SNP 
Manager, made cloth face mask for 
all School Nutrition Workers,” Hol-
land said. “She is currently mak-
ing each a second mask for each 
of her teammates.”

Holland said the staff at each 
school continue to ask how they 
can serve students and make the 
situation better, and said she has 
seen time and again over the past 

Businesses 
allowed to 
reopen with 
restrictions

Contributed

School nutrition staff members have put on a heroic effort to ensure meals 
are being prepared and served to students at grab ‘n’ go locations across 
Polk County.

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — More than 266,000 
Georgians filed initial unemploy-
ment claims last week, up about 
19,000 from the previous week, 
the state Department of Labor 
reported Thursday.

That brings to nearly 1.4 mil-
lion the number of claims the 
labor agency has processed dur-
ing the six weeks since schools 
and businesses began shutting 
down prompted by the corona-
virus pandemic.

The industry sector in Geor-
gia by far the hardest hit by job 
losses is accommodations and 
food services, with 396,209 ini-
tial unemployment claims during 
the past six weeks. Health care 
and social assistance is next with 
157,496 claims, followed closely 

Unemployment 
claims nearing 
1.4M in Georgia

Gov. Brian 
Kemp

Accommodations and 
food services are hardest 
hit, healthcare is next.

School Nutrition 
Superheroes

More than 130,000 
meals served up  
to children at PSD  
grab ‘n’ go locations

Contributed

School nutrition workers have remained on the job in kitchens across the district preparing more than 130,000 
meals since schools were shutdown in March through the end of April.

With many of the normal duties of 
local sheriff’s deputies on pause, the 
agency works to help those in need.

Contributed

Chief Deputy Jonathan Blackmon and Sheriff Johnny Moats joined their counter-
parts from Floyd County, Sheriff Tim Burkhalter and Chaplain Dave Thornton, in 
helping with food deliveries locally.See SHERIFF, A3

See SCHOOL, A2See CLAIMS, A2

See KEMP, A2

Chamber COVID-19 

Resource Guide

See RESOURCE, A7


