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Rockmart played 
host to a group 
of skaters who 
rolled through 
Polk County 

See Page B3

A  family seeks 
help in find-
ing a teen who 
ran away from 
Murphy-Harpst.

See Page A6
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What was life like 
when local residents 
still got around using 
animal power? Phil 
Tuck has answers at 
the PCHS meeting.

See Page A9

Call Us By Name Toll Free

1-800-DEMPSEY

(706) 291-0746

P.O. Box 1341

310 North Fourth Ave.

Rome, GA 30162
www.dempseyauction.com

LOU DEMPSEY

RAY DEMPSEY GAL101

ALAL269

SATURDAY, JUNE 10TH, 10 AM
RUSTIC CABIN & 150 + ACRES ON TERRAPIN CREEK

CENTRE, CHEROKEE COUNTY, AL

Selling in Tracts, Combinations of Tracts or as a Whole

Property of the Mallett Family Limited Partnership
Long frontage on Terrapin Creek - 2 Stocked Ponds

Hardwood and Planted Pine Timber - County Water
INSPECTION: Representatives to be onsite Thursday and 

Friday, June 8 & 9 from 1 - 4 pm. The property is also available 

for inspection by appointment. Contact our ofice for your 
showing.

The 2017 Kids Fishing 
Rodeo for youth 15 and 
younger is coming this 
weekend on Saturday, 
June 10 from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Kenview Farms in 
Rockmart. Hourly draw-
ings will be held for door 
prizes, plus free refresh-
ments and t-shirts for the 
first 500 kids. 1 rod per 
child, no minnows al-
lowed. There's an 8 fish 
limit per child. Find and 
l i k e  t h e  e v e n t  o n 
Facebook listed as Polk 
County Kid's Fishing Ro-
deo.

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

The Polk County Commission 
will soon get a chance to vote on 
filling a position that has been 
left open since 2016. 

County Manager Matt Denton 
said the Board of Commission-
ers will get a chance to decide 
between two candidates for the 
unfilled job of Assistant County 
Manager during their June 6 
meeting. 

"I've got an individual that I'm 
going to be recommending to the 
board this week," Denton said. 

He said the interview process 

that has been on-
going for the past 
months has been 
narrowed down 
to  two candi -
dates. He said he 
was not willing to 
r e l e a s e  t h e 
names of candi-
dates due to their 
current employ-
ment status. 

The job has been left open 
since early 2016, when former 
Assistant County Manager Da-
vid McElwee resigned to run for 
the office of Tax Commissioner. 
He lost that race to Kathy Cole, 

and later opened Brother Joe's 
Coffee on East Avenue in front 
of Croker's Hardware. 

It was also the position that 
caused contention between 
board members after Commis-
sioner Jason Ward sought the 
job. When it came time to ap-
prove the 2017 Fiscal Year bud-
get for the county, a trio of com-
missioner blocked passage so 
long as the job was funded. 

Commissioners Scotty Tillery 
and Jennifer Hulsey, along with 
former Commissioner Ray Bar-
ber, voted against the budget so 
long as it included $75,000 to pay 
for the position. Instead, they 

sought to use the money for  rais-
es for employees, along with an-
other assistant position in ad-
ministration once filled by Tes-
sie Peyton not filled after her 
retirement. 

Back in January, the budget 
was finally approved and the 
process allowed to go forward 
with a 3-2 vote approving the 
budget after Barber lost his seat 
to Commissioner Chuck Thaxton 
late last year. 

Commissioners will get to vote 
on a potential new hire during 
their June 6 meeting being held 

County commission set to vote on new hires

Denton

Please see Hires A

Aragon Zoning 
Board to hear 
Fee’s request 
for variance

From staff reports

A meeting is coming up 
to allow for Aragon's Zon-
ing Board of Appeals to 
look at a variance re-
quested for the old school 
gym property. 

The zoning variance 
was requested by Judd 
Fee for the 55 W. Sixth St. 
building that acts as both 
a residence and business 
for Fee. 

Currently though, the 
zoning restrictions with-
in Aragon don't allow for 

Please see Aragon A17

From staff reports

A late night shooting 
l a s t  w e e k  s a w  a 
Cedartown teen taken to 
the hospital, and one sus-
pect still at large accord-
ing to a press release 
from the Cedartown Po-
lice Department. 

According to the re-
lease, police are calling 
the shooting a "gang-re-
lated drug deal gone 
bad," and are searching 
for a Lawrenceville man 
they believe shot the still 
unidentified 17-year-old 
on the lawn of Polk 

Cedartown 
shooter still 

at large

Please see Shooting A9

Rockmart closed off Marble Street last Friday night and brought out music, arts and 

crafts and more for families to enjoy downtown during the June Block Party put on 

by local businesses. Check out Page A11 for more on the party. 

Rockmart block party kicks off summer

Rabies continues as constant threat in Polk

Please see Calendar on A12

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Polk County is no stranger to 
woodland creatures. The animals 
inhabiting the forests of the 
southeast live among everyone as 
if the trees weren't long cut down 
and their habitable spaces bull-
dozed over to accommodate the 
needs of humanity. 

So it's not uncommon for peo-
ple to sometimes run into a rac-
coon while on a walk down the 
Silver Comet Trail, or find a pos-
sum scurrying along the tops of 
wooden fences in backyards. 

However with nature's invasion 
also comes a particular danger 
that if left unchecked is the most 
deadly enemy of all warm blood-

ed mammals. And the rabies vi-
rus has no plans of retreating into 
past memory anytime soon. 

As a mild and wet winter and 
warm spring got wildlife moving 
again, officials announced in May 
that rabies had once again been 
found in Polk County. 

The deadly disease was found 
in a raccoon that had been spot-
ted in Peek's Park in the heart of 
residential Cedartown on Col-
lege Street. It marked the first 
case in 2017 in what officials are 
expecting to be a potentially busy 
year again in chasing the disease. 

In 2016, nine cases of rabies 
were reported in Polk County. 
Several of those were in the 

Please see Rabies A3
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