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A new exhibit is on dis-
play at the Rockmart Cul-
tural Arts Center, located 
at 316 N. Piedmont Ave. 
Ginger L. Lowry’s “Art of 
the Horse” exhibit will 
be on view through Oct. 
21 in the RCAC Gallery 
with a reception sched-
uled for Sept. 18 from 
4-6 p.m. Susan D. Wa-
ters’ “O Holy Night” life-
size nativity made out of 
wire and papier mache 
is scheduled for Nov. 4 
through Dec. 23. Church 
or civic groups are wel-
comed to sign up to visit 
this exhibit. For more 
information visit rock-
mart-ga.gov/Rockmart-
CulturalArtsCenter.aspx 
or call 770-684-2707.

Mosaic Place will cel-
ebrate its third anniver-
sary as part of its annual 
Recovery Rally on Sept. 
14 at Peek Park in Ced-
artown. The event will 
last from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
with live music, recovery 
speakers and a recovery 
walk around the park. 
For more information 
call 678-901-1445.

The American Red 
Cross will hold a blood 
drive at First Baptist 
Church of Rockmart, 
311 E. Elm St., on Sept. 
16 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Hours have been extended 
and more appointment 
slots have been added. 
There is a critical need 
for blood at this time 
due to many people trav-
eling and on vacation. 
For more information 
and to schedule a time, 
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Local officials have determined 
the course of action after a pro-
spective candidate for the up-
coming Cedartown City Com-
mission race had her check for 

her qualifying fee 
bounce.

Jessica Brewster 
Payton announced 
in a statement Fri-
day morning that 
a banking error 
on her part led 
to her disquali-
fication from the 
November general 
municipal election 

as her check for the $54 qualify-
ing fee was returned for insuf-
ficient funds.

Payton, who is serving her 
first term on the city commis-
sion, had filed as a candidate 
for the upcoming election with 
the Polk County Office of Elec-
tions and Registration during 
the three-day qualification pe-
riod last month.

“This turns out to be an un-
precedented situation in that my 
candidacy was unopposed and 
my bank account was before and 
is now in good standing,” Payton 
said in her statement. “Georgia 
state law is clear that if a check 
fails to clear, the candidate is 
disqualified. There are no gray 
areas here.”

Polk County Elections Direc-
tor Brande Coggins said she 
worked with state elections of-
ficials as well as city and county 
attorneys to find the appropri-
ate course of action.

The decision was made to have 
a special qualifying period and 
hold a special election for Pay-
ton’s seat in conjunction with 
the Nov. 2 election.

Coggins said qualifying will 
be held Wednesday, Sept. 15, 
and Thursday, Sept. 16, from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Friday, 
Sept. 17, from 9 a.m. to noon. 
All interested candidates must 
qualify at the county elections 
office located at 144 West Ave. 
in Cedartown. The fee will re-
main $54.

Payton noted in her statement 
that she intends to qualify for 
the special election.

“I appreciate the understand-
ing and efforts of the City of Ce-
dartown, the Polk County Board 
of Elections, Polk County, and 
USAA in working to find the le-
gal and ethical solution for this 
situation,” Payton said.

Coggins said while the situ-
ation does put her office in a 
crunch to try and have every-
thing prepared for early voting 
and the municipal elections, she 
was certain that holding the spe-
cial election with the November 
election was the best decision.
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A Cedartown man was 
killed Friday afternoon 
after he was involved in a 
multi-vehicle wreck on the 
Cedartown Bypass.

Harold Grogan Gary, 84, 
was pronounced dead on 
the scene by Polk County 
Coroner Norman Smith 
after the 2009 Dodge Da-
kota pick-up truck he was 
driving was hit by a trac-
tor-trailer truck at the in-
tersection of Fairgrounds 
Road on Ga. Loop 1.

According to the Geor-
gia State Patrol:

The Dodge Dakota was 
traveling north on the by-
pass, while the tractor-trailer 
was traveling southbound 
in the left lane. A Dodge 
Ram 3500 hauling a flat-
bed trailer was in the right 

lane traveling southbound 
next to the tractor-trailer.

As Gary attempted to 
turn left onto the west-
bound ramp he entered 
the tractor-trailer’s lane. 
The driver of the tractor-
trailer swerved to the right 
to avoid him and struck the 

left side of the Dodge Ram.
The tractor-trailer then 

struck the right side of the 
Dodge Dakota as the Dodge 
Ram went off the west side 
of the road and came to 
rest in a large ditch. The 
Dodge Dakota came to a 
stop in the southbound 
right land and caught fire.

The tractor-trailer went 
off of the west side of the 
road before coming back 
on the roadway and turning 
over on its right side. The 
southbound lanes of the 
roadway were shut down 
for an extended amount 
of time because of the in-
vestigation into the wreck 
and efforts to upright the 
tractor-trailer.

There were no other pas-
sengers in the Dodge Da-
kota, and no other informa-
tion on any other injuries 
was provided by GSP. The 
report was not complete 
as of Saturday afternoon.

Cedartown man killed in multi-vehicle wreck

Special 
election 
needed 
after 
returned 
check

Jeremy Stewart

A tractor-trailer sits on its side in the southbound lanes 
of the Cedartown Bypass after hitting a 2009 Dodge 
Dakota (background) attempting to turn in front of it Fri-
day, Sept. 10, 2021.

Heaven Wallace waves to the crowd as she is 
introduced in the future miss division of the 
2021 Miss Polk County Fair Pageant on 
Wednesday. Wallace won the title of Future 
Miss Polk County Fair.

Jessica 
Brewster 
Payton

Qualifying for the 
Cedartown City 
Commission seat 
set to start 
Wednesday, Sept. 
15, and run 
through Friday.

See ELECTION, A10

The Dodge Dakota 
driven by Harold 
Grogan Gary turned 
into the path of a 
tractor-trailer, 
according to GSP.

Fair rolls again 
in Polk County

Jeremy Stewart

The 2021 Polk County Fair welcomed back guests from all around with rides, games, food and live entertainment 
over the course of five days last week, lasting from Wednesday through Sunday. The fair is the biggest fundraiser 
for the Cedartown Exchange Clubs and was postponed last year because of COVID-19 precautions.

Above: Conen Hill leads his sheep around the 
show arena during the Polk County Fair Lamb 
and Goat Show on Thursday at the Polk Coun-
ty Fair. The event was presented by Polk Coun-
ty Livestock Promotions. Right: Bryson Ayers, 
7, rides Tornado as the ferris wheel rises be-
hind him during opening night of the 2021 
Polk County Fair on Wednesday.
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