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Rockmart’s Chick-
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business.
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The Polk County 

Police Department 

gets free tech for 

digital evidence.
See Page A7
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L i v e  O a k  B a p t i s t 
Church will host a Pinto 
Bean Fundraiser coming 
up on Sept. 23 from 5 to 7 
p.m. to help raise money 
for Operation Christmas 
Child. The menu includes 
pintos, lima beans, navy 
beans cornbread, fried 
potatoes, slaw, onion and 
desserts. Located at 150 
Aragon Road, the church 
will be using all money 
toward funding the pro-
gram.

The annual Bicycle 
Ride Across Georgia 
will be making a stop 
once again in Polk Coun-
ty at Skydive Spaceland 
off Grady Road during 
their annual U.S. Bicycle 
Route 21 event. The ride 
is begins in Chattanooga 
on Sept. 29 and contin-
ues until Oct. 1 where it 
will end in Atlanta. Rid-
ers will be at Skydive 
Spaceland on Sept. 30 
after coming from Sum-
merville, and evening en-
tertainment is scheduled 
as well. Check out brag.
org for more information.

Please see CALENDAR A12

Churches, locals give back as Hurricane Irma comes ashore
By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Cedar Valley Church of 
Christ wanted to do some-
thing to give back to those 
in need and who face un-
certainty after fleeing the 
path of Hurricane Irma.

And instead of getting 
out their pocketbooks to 
give money, they decided 
bringing something tasty 
to eat to the Best Western 
was the way to go instead.

The church is just one 
of many who have got-
ten involved in helping 
evacuees who fled from 
Hurricane Irma feel at 
home amid the turmoil of 
the stormy weather early 

last week, and on Sept. 12 
the church was out giv-
ing back.

“We were looking for 
a way to get personally 
involved, and writing a 
check doesn’t do that,” 
said church member Rita 
Tanner. “We found out 
that people were here in 
our own county, so we de-
cided we could provide a 
hot meal for them.”

Tanner said that dur-
ing lunch today, she’d 
talked to a number of 
people from all over the 
area, ranging from Miami 
Beach to Jacksonville.

“They don’t know what 
they’re going back to,” 
Tanner said.

By comparison, Tanner 
agreed that Polk County 
lucked out when it came 
to what could have been a 
devastating storm locally 
as well not just for resi-
dents, but the evacuees 
as well.

“We didn’t get any of 
the wind to speak of,” 
she said.

But for those who are 
staying at the Best West-
ern Inn and the Quality 
Inn across the street in 
Cedartown awaiting a 
chance to go back home 
after fleeing the storm, 
it’s only a brief sigh of 
relief.

Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal

Robert and Shirley Rewis of Old Town, 

Florida were among the many evacuees 

who enjoyed lunch provided by Cedar 

Valley Church of Christ.Please see IRMA A5

Iglesias is new commissioner

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

A new member of the Polk 
County Commission will be tak-
ing their seat when it comes 
time to hold the October work 
session, and his name is Jose 
Iglesias.

Iglesias was se-
lected via a unani-
mous 4-0 vote to 
take over the Dis-
trict 1 seat in Polk 
County during the 
Sept. 12 Board 
of Commissioner 
meeting following 
a month-long 
application process, a Question 
and Answer session, and finally 
came together to select one of 
among 8 candidates who origi-
nally put their names up for con-
sideration.

Iglesias, owner of Taxes de 
America tax preparation ser-
vice in Cedartown, also sits on 
the Cedartown Planning Com-
mission and is a member of the 
Lead Polk Class of 2017, couldn’t 
quite believe he’d been picked 
among the other candidates up 
for the job.

He said that he intended to 
work toward being a Commis-
sioner who brings others togeth-
er on a board he said is already 
a “great team.”

“I want to be the unifier,” Igle-
sias said. “I want to be able to 

look to the future and not to the 
past. 

“We need to overlook our dif-
ferences and try to highlight the 
best that each has to offer.”

Though he said he’ll consider 
any issue that comes before the 
county an important one, he did 
say he felt that one in particu-
lar he said would be among his 
first to focus on was contracts, 
specifically the one involving 
the Polk County Landfill with 
Waste Industries.

 

/ Standard Journal

ROCKMART HOMECOMING COURT: This year’s senior homecoming court includes 

Cassidy Alea Duke, Allison Lindsey Dunn, Rosalee Kathryne Haney, RaeAnna Jewel 

Hulsey, Megan Michelle Sims, Conner Lindsay Tant. See more on page A6.

County: 
Landfill 
answers 
coming
 z Subhead: 

Commission chair 
Thaxton promises 
“we’re going to fix it.”

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The name has been 
buzzing around Polk 
County for years now, but 
the entry into official lo-
cal lexicon has been 
slow. The question over 
what to do about “Mount 
Trash-More” also known 
as the Grady Road Land-
fill, keeps coming up 
at County Commission 
meetings.

And thus far, the only 
response from the Polk 
County  Commission 
members is “we’re work-
ing on it, and we’ll let you 
know.”

Frank Plant, a for-
mer school board mem-
ber, was the latest of the 
group of local residents 
who have been outspo-
ken critics of the Board 
of Commissioner’s

He said he wasn’t mad 
and looking to raise any 
trouble, but that he was 
upset that local resi-
dents weren’t getting a 
clear picture of what is 
happening at the Grady 
Road Landfill, which is 
managed and operated 
by Waste Industries.

“We put you people in 
office, and you have the 
power,” Plant said. “And 
I feel that when you’ve 
been given the power — 
and I was on the school 
board so I know — that 
you have a responsibil-
ity. And I think one of 
the biggest responsibili-
ties you people have is 
to give an accounting of 
yourselves and your ac-
tions to the people who 
put you here, the people 
of Polk County. And I per-
ceive they aren’t getting 
answers.”

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Polk County Animal Control offi-
cials can now seek out rescue groups 
to help with finding homes for near-
ly three dozens dogs found during 
raids in past weeks of properties as 
part of an animal cruelty case.

A hearing over who was going to 
end up with final custody of the 
dogs was held on Friday to resolve 
a condemnation order sought by 
the county that was fought by the 
owner of the 35 dogs found on 
Puckett Road, 32-year-old Deve-
cio Ranard Rowland.

Rowland remains in jail without 

bail on 107 counts of 
cruelty to animals, 2 
counts of aggravated 
cruelty to animals, 
conspiracy to com-
mit a felony and a 
probation violation 
offense.

Candace Sorrells, 
34, who was charged 
following Rowland’s 
arrest and 8 addition-
al dogs found at her address in 
Rockmart, faces 107 counts of be-
ing party to a crime and a proba-
tion violation offense.

District attorney Jack Brown-
ing said that with the decision to 
approve the condemnation order 
and allow the dogs to be taken un-
der county control by the Superi-
or Court, rehabilitation for these 
dogs can move forward.

“Our animal control facility in 
Polk County wasn’t built to handle 

this many dogs at one time, much 
less dogs who have been through the 
ordeal and stress that these have,” 
Browning said. “So I’m thankful that 
we can now move forward on find-
ing appropriate homes for these 
dogs and get them the help and love 
that they need and deserve.”

Browning said that additional 
charges based on the evidence 
presented during the hearing will 
be forthcoming against Rowland.

Polk County Police Chief Kenny 
Dodd reported earlier last week 
that many of the 115 dogs found in 
the case are finding rescue groups 
to take them in, but not all of them 
yet. With the release to the coun-
ty of the latest group by court or-
der, the hopes are that they’ll start 
finding rescue organizations to 
take the 35 found at Puckett Road 
in close by with the hopes of being 
able to gather evidence and moni-
tor their recovery.

 z Browning says additional 
charges against Rowland are 
coming based on evidence 
presented in the hearing.

 z Jose Iglesias is selected 
unanimously to take over 
the District 1 seat in Polk 
County. 

Devecio 
Ranard 
Rowland

Jose Iglesias

County seeking rescue groups for dogs after court OK
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