
Yeah. 
It’s easy like that. 

 GreaterCB.com

Pre-Qualify for a Home Loan today     

NMLS# 440819

and Gordon County News
Covering Calhoun, Fairmount, Ranger, Oakman, Plainville, Sugar Valley, Resaca and the unincorporated areas of Gordon County since 1870

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 Volume 150, No. 41

www.calhountimes.com

facebook.com/calhountimes

@calhountimes

Index
Calendar ........................... A10

Church news .......................A3

Classifieds ..........................C4

Obituaries ...........................A3

Opinion ...............................A4

Sports .................................C1

75¢
©2019

Times-

Journal Inc.

Young 
Artists

Sonoraville High School 
freshman Emma Long con-
tributed this drawing.

Red Bud Middle School 
eighth-grader Kayleigh Kel-
ley contributed this drawing.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-
ture student artwork in our Young 
Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 
be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-
cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.
com. Please keep photos in their 
original format and do not alter them. 
Also, be sure to include the name of 
the student, their grade and the 
school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

When someone takes a CPR class to become 
certified, they don’t expect to actually have 
to use what they learned in a real-life expe-

rience. Yet, days after a young 
man was certified, he jumped 
right into an emergency situ-
ation and performed CPR in a 
non-simulated situation.

On April 9, Courtney Tay-
lor, the director of the Gordon 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, collapsed in the 
middle of exercising at Workout 
Anytime and stopped breath-
ing. Garrett King, 24, who had 
been training to become a state 

trooper and was working out in the same 
room Taylor was, didn’t see Taylor fall, but 
he was one of the first to respond, beginning 
CPR almost as immediately as he arrived to 
Taylor’s side.

Other gym staff called 911, and Gordon 
County Schools Lead Nurse Cortney Temples 
rushed to King’s side to help with adminis-
tering CPR, and soon after, AdventHealth 
Gordon EMS and the Calhoun Fire Depart-
ment arrived on the scene.

Later that evening, Taylor was taken to 
Redmond Hospital in Rome, and less than 
two weeks later, he was back on the job. But 
the response to his collapse from people Tay-
lor’s worked with for years was something 
he couldn’t put into words.

“Garrett did it right,” Taylor said. “Mil-
lions get CPR-trained, but hardly any of 
them ever use it. He’ll probably be confi-
dent in it forever now.”

 ♦ After suffering a heart-related 
collapse, local official gives credit 
for his “miraculous” recovery to God.

Courtney 
Taylor

Taylor: ‘God 
was always 
in control’ 

Wings & Wheels
On Saturday the annual Wings & Wheels Day at Tom 
B. David Airport displayed around 100 classic car 
engines, offered rides in airplanes brought in from 
around the Southeast and provided food trucks. 
Locals packed the designated parking lots in order 
to participate in the yearly event, which started in 
2002. Above: A Rome man gets prepared to take a 
$200 ride in an airplane with an experienced pilot, 
where the two would travel at a 1,500 feet elevation 
for about 30 minutes.

Alexis Draut

Above: Locals peer at a Chevrolet engine during 
the weekend’s Wings & Wheels Day at the Tom 
B. David Airport. Left: Classic cars and their en-
gines were on display on Saturday morning at the 
Tom B. David Airport, where the 2019 Wings & 
Wheels Day was held.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

By the third grade, not only are children sup-
posed to transition from “learning to read” to 
“reading to learn,” but they are also expected 
to be at proficient literacy levels. Arianne Wel-
don shared that only 37 percent of Georgia 
students are at this age.

Weldon spoke at the Gordon County Cham-
ber of Commerce’s first annual booster lunch 
on Friday about child literacy in Georgia and 
her attempts to bring awareness to external 
factors that affect language skills.

Weldon is the director of the Get Georgia 

Reading campaign and has spent her career 
in child epidemiology – or the study of pub-
lic health. And while she doesn’t specialize 
in teaching students how to read, she’s been 
studying literacy levels in Georgia students 
for the past six years, specifically zeroing 
in on third-grade students and their read-
ing abilities.

Through studying graduation rates and 
comparing them to third-grade reading lev-
els, as well as conducting other methods of 
research, Weldon has been able to conclude 
that by the end of third grade, if students are 
proficiently literate, then they have better 
chances of being successful later on in life.

Some of the factors she listed as being influ-
ential of reading levels included physical and 
mental health, child care conditions, early 

Literacy outside the classroom
 ♦ Campaign director talks to 

community about child literacy 
levels – and how to improve them.

Alexis Draut

At last week’s Gordon County Chamber of Commerce’s 
booster lunch, Arianne Weldon shares what she’s learned 
after six years of research on child literacy levels.

Staff reports

A 26-year-old  man 
accused of murder and 
concealing the death of 
another was arrested by 
Murray County officials 
on Friday morning, just a 
few hours after the victim’s 
body was found. His arrest 
comes just a day after he 
was released from Gordon 
County Jail.

According to the GBI:
On Friday, the GBI 

obtained warrants for the 
arrest of Eric Stewart on 
charges of murder and con-
cealing the death of another, 
after the Calhoun office was 
requested by the Murray 
County Sheriff’s Office to 
assist in a murder inves-
tigation regarding the 
death of Donnie Charles. 
At approximately 8:30 a.m. 

Friday, the Murray County 
911 Center was contacted 
about Charles being found 
behind his Murray County 
residence at 1263 Sexton 
Road, Resaca.

During a search of the 
property near Charles’ 
residence, a campsite was 
located with bloody items 
belonging to both Charles 
and Stewart. Witnesses had 
stated that Stewart had been 

camping behind Charles’ 
residence.

At approximately 11:15 am, 
Stewart was apprehended by 
Murray County Sheriff Gary 
Langford and Chief Deputy 
Jimmy Davenport. He was 
not far from the campsite 
and murder scene.

Stewart had been released 
from the Gordon County 
Jail on Thursday. He was 
arrested by Calhoun police on 

May 1 on charges of theft by 
shoplifting and obstruction 
or hindering law enforce-
ment officers.

Charles’ body was taken 
to the GBI Medical Exam-
iner’s Office for an autopsy 
on Saturday, and the results 
are pending.

This joint investigation 
between the GBI and Mur-
ray County Sheriff’s Office 
is ongoing.

Arrest made in Murray County murder case 
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See LITERACY, A11


