
From Gordon County Chamber of Commerce

The Gordon County Chamber of Commerce 
Education and Workforce Development Com-
mittee’s 26th Annual Golf Tournament pre-
sented in September funded scholarships for 
four local high school seniors. Chosen from a 
pool of 24 applicants and listed alphabetically, 
the students receiving $1,500 scholarships are 
John Rainwater IV, Alex Repp, Devin Schlisner 
and Allen Stone.

“The Education and Workforce Committee is 
happy to reward these four students for their 
stellar high school careers and proud to invest 
in their college experience, which we expect 
will be just as successful,” said Kathy Johnson, 
president and CEO of the Gordon County Cham-
ber of Commerce. “This has been a particularly 
challenging year for students in Gordon County 
and across the nation, but they have performed 
well and maintained their focus. That skill will 
remain an essential tool as they move forward, 

so we’re happy to see them demonstrate its use 
while such young adults.”

John Rainwater IV is the recipient chosen 
from Gordon Central High School, where he 
graduated as valedictorian. He will attend the 
University of Georgia, where he plans to major 
in Environmental Engineering. He is the son of 
John and Shannon Rainwater III. Rainwater is 
an active member of Riverview Baptist Church.

During his time at Gordon Central High School, 
Rainwater not only demonstrated academic ex-
cellence, but also was involved in extracurricular 

activities, community programs, and sports. His 
academic affiliations included membership in 
the National Honor Society, Warrior Academy, 
and the Spanish Honor Society. His extracur-
ricular activities included Sources of Strength, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and Student 
Government. Active in the community, he com-
pleted Chick-fil-A’s Leadership Academy and the 
Gordon County Chamber of Commerce Youth 
Leadership Program.
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From staff reports

Local leaders met on Wednes-
day to discuss the safe return of 
students planned for Aug. 12.

School board chairs Charlie 
Walraven and Eddie Reeves, 
along with Superintendents 
Kim Fraker and Michele Taylor 
hosted the meeting with several 
local leaders attending. Court-
ney Taylor, director of the Gor-
don County Emergency Man-
agement Agency, updated the 
group on the work of the local 
COVID-19 Task Force.

Garrett Nudd, president of the 
AdventHealth Gordon Founda-
tion and director of marketing 
and communications, introduced 
AdventHealth’s new president 
and CEO, Michael Murrill, to the 
team. Nudd and Murrill shared 
what they were seeing as health 
providers to the Calhoun, Gor-
don County community.

Law enforcement also weighed 
in on how they could assist both 
school districts in the re-open-
ing of schools. City of Calhoun 
Chief Tony Pyle and City of 
Fairmount’s interim chief, Will 
Regan, offered a great deal of 
assistance with their sugges-
tions for student safety as we 
prepare for the re-opening of 
school campuses.

School officials said Calhoun 
City Schools and Gordon County 
Schools are appreciative of the 
support of the local COVID-19 
Task Force and this team in 
planning for the start of the 
2020-2021 school year.

“We look forward to opening 
all of our schools on Wednes-
day, Aug. 12, 2020,” said Fraker 
and Taylor in a joint statement. 
“With added safety and preven-
tative measures, we believe we 
will have a successful re-entry 
into the schools. Additional in-
formation will be provided to 
all of our students, staff and 
parents in the coming weeks.”

From staff reports

Creative Flooring Solutions an-
nounced it will invest more than 
$70 million in a new manufactur-
ing facility in Calhoun, bringing 
300 jobs.

The company, operating as CFL 
Flooring, makes laminate, wood, 
and luxury vinyl tile.

“We are thrilled that CFL has 
chosen Gordon County to expand 
their business operations to more 
effectively reach their customer 
base,” said Gov. Brian Kemp in 
an announcement released early 
Wednesday. “The impact of this an-
nouncement will be felt across the 
region as the company seeks to em-
ploy 300 hardworking Georgians.”

Shanghai, China-headquartered 
CFL currently has 3,500 employees 
at three factories, multiple offices, 
and distribution centers around 
the world.

Thomas Baert, owner and presi-
dent of CFL, said the move to pro-
duce goods closer to its customer 
base marks the next step in plans 

to become a global company.
The new CFL factory and show-

rooms in Calhoun will increase the 
convenience for the company’s part-

ners and distributors, according to 
Tom Van Poyer, CFL owner and CEO.

“Being able to supply products 
produced in the United States will 
allow us not only to sustain our lead-
ership position in product design 
and product innovation but also 
create a platform allowing second-
to-none service through reduced 
delivery times,” Poyer said.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

The Voluntary Action Center has now raised 
more than $22,592 through the anonymous 
$25,000 match fundraiser it announced earlier 
this month. All money raised through the fun-
draiser will go toward the VAC’s Hunger and 
Homeless Outreach programs, specifically its 
highly-anticipated dinner program, the roll-
out of which was pushed back earlier this year 
due to COVID-19.

“We are so excited to have this opportunity 
but also very humbled and blessed to have the 
support of Gordon County,” said Executive Di-
rector Stacy Long. “This match 
fundraiser has allowed the VAC 
to be able to begin serving dinner 
meals in the Community Kitchen 
just as soon as it’s safe to do so. 
Thank you all for helping make 
this dream a reality now instead 
of later.”

The VAC is now 90% of the way 
to its $25,000 match goal and is 
continuing to accept donations by mail at P.O. 
Box 631, Calhoun, GA 30703 or via the orga-
nization’s PayPal, which can be found on the 

VAC website, www.voluntaryactioncenter.org. 
Donations can also be dropped off in person at 
the VAC Thrift Store.

The match fundraiser has been funded entire-
ly by an anonymous donor. Other programs to 
benefit from the money raised include the VAC’s 
community kitchen, food pantry and laundry 
and shower facilities, among others.

In 2019, the food pantry provided 2,926 fam-
ilies with food bags, feeding 6,980 individu-
als. The community kitchen served 30,421 hot 
meals in the same year. The shower and laun-
dry facilities were utilized 352 and 485 times 
respectively.

CFL Flooring to open 
$70 million facility

Officials expect 300 jobs at luxury tile manufacturing plant

Chamber announces scholarship recipients 
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CFL will occupy the spec building recently constructed in the Gordon Coun-
ty Industrial Park.

Daniel Bell

A crew works at the site on Thursday that will host a Creative Flooring Solutions manufacturing facility.
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newsroom

By Nancy Garcia, a Gordon 
Central High School student

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Out of an abundance of 

caution The Calhoun Times 

office is temporarily closed. 
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following phone numbers or 
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assist you.
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Advertising:
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 ♦ The VAC is now 90% of the way to the 
$25,000 match grant goal.

Stacy Long

VAC raises enough funds to start dinner program

See GRANT, A8


