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By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Like most other counties and cities 
across the United States, Catoosa Coun-
ty received federal funds as part of the 
American Recovery Plan. The county’s 
share of ARP funds was $13,126,623.

The Board of Commissioners unani-
mously approved the first amendment 
to the budget on Nov. 15 at a regular 
meeting by shifting $458,838 in ARP 
funds to various departments within 
the government.

Catoosa County Deputy Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Jama House read to 
commissioners a resolution propos-
ing the change.

The resolution did not detail the 
reason for the transfers. Vice-chair 
Chuck Harris clarified the question 

hanging in the air.
Harris explained that 

before the general bud-
get was passed in Au-
gust, a number of de-
partment heads had 
approached the commis-
sioners asking for money 
for raises for employees 
in their departments. 
They said they were hav-

ing trouble retaining employees at 
current pay rates. “We felt we were 
not able at that time to commit to 
(as much as they wanted), so that’s 

when we adopted a lower amount.”
The board agreed to a $2,100-a-

year raise for all qualifying full-time 
employees, which comes to around 
$1 an hour.

But Harris says retention of employ-
ees, especially in the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, the Fire Department, and Pub-
lic Works, has been a real problem, 
because they can make more money 
other places.

The bonuses, using ARP funds to 
free up the money from department 
budgets for them, will, Harris hopes, 
help keep employees working for the 
county.

$458,835 in ARP funds transferred 
to give bonuses to county employees

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Cities and counties can end 
up with a lot of excess stuff 
they have no room to store. 
What to do is the question. 
Enter GovDeals.com.

GovDeals.com is an auc-
tion-based website where gov-
ernments can sell off surplus 
and anyone can buy it. It’s 
a good way to reach a wide 
audience — practically the 
whole world, says Catoosa 
County Public Works Direc-
tor Donald Brown.

Over the past two years, 
Catoosa County has sold off 
hundreds of items through 
GovDeals.com, from 725 
chairs that were replaced at 
The Colonnade to pallets of 
interior parts, from trucks 
to 11 36-inch office doors to 
three 10-foot snow plows 
to numerous police cars to 
many other things.

Over the past two years, says 
Catoosa Public Information 
Officer John Pless, the coun-
ty has sold surplus material 
amounting to $125,955.14 
in sales. Of that, GovDeals.
com received $6,344.96 in 
commissions, leaving the 
county with $119,619.18.

Here’s a sampling of things 
that were sold and the prices 
they went for.

 ♦ 500 chairs, sold in lots 
of 50: $390 for one lot, $310 
per lot for others

 ♦ Mortuary safety cot: $52
 ♦ 2008 Chevrolet Impala 

LS: $2,003
 ♦ 2007 Chevrolet Impala 

LS: $2,335
 ♦ 2013 Dodge Charger po-

lice vehicles: seven at $1,025 
to $4,863 each

 ♦ Miscellaneous chain link 
fence parts and four fence 
gates: $800

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Larry Black, chairman of 
the Catoosa County Board of 
Commissioners, has been 
asking local citizens to limit 
their comments at meetings 
to agenda items and things 
the board can help them with.

Citizens have been doing 
that — on zoning for own-
ing chickens, tax hikes and 
road problems, in particular 
— but free speech and gen-
erally holding government 
accountable is also high on 
many people’s lists.

At the Nov. 15 commis-
sion meeting, local citizen 
Nick Ware started out by tell-
ing commissioners there has 
been a 53.32% increase in the 
county budget since 2012, 
with increases every fiscal 
year except 2017-18. Ware 
said 31.5% of that increase 
has been in the last four years.

Ware also told board 

members that the expan-
sion of Catoosa government 
over the past four years by 
way of adding positions has 
not been responsible. He ad-
dressed the multiple problems 
he says exist around the sale 
of the old Hutcheson Hos-
pital facility and property, 
including what he says were 
some shady shenanigans.

Finally, Ware told commis-
sioners, “You feel threatened 
by these people that come 
to speak at this podium and 
you lash out at them like 
they are second class to the 
rest of the population in the 
county. You see them as a 
group and not for what they 
really are, an individual.”

“Benjamin Franklin,” said 

Ware, “said it is the first re-
sponsibility of every citizen to 
question authority. And that 
is what these individual citi-
zens are doing to hold their 
government accountable.”

Local resident Brittany Mulé 
said had come to the meet-
ing about a road issue, but 
also wanted to speak about 
the tax hike. She said she has 
a good job but hours have 
been cut and she is strug-
gling financially caring for 
two children on her own and 
helping her disabled moth-
er. She said that tax hikes 
hurt people like her who are 
working hard to just get by.

Mulé said she’s considered 
working for DoorDash, too, 
and her 14-year-old son is 
working at a restaurant in 
Ringgold. “I’m doing ev-
erything I can and just ask 
that you take that into con-
sideration,” she said.

County 
auctions 
off surplus 
supplies, 
cars, trucks

Chuck 

Harris

ARP FUND 
TRANSFERS, BY 

DEPARTMENT

Here’s a list of Catoosa 
County departments that 
will receive funds and how 
much each will receive.

 ♦ Judicial: $41,060
 ♦Public Safety: $168,651
 ♦Public Works: $43,648

 ♦Health & Welfare: 
$14,059

 ♦ Culture & Recreation: 
$30,824
 ♦Housing & 

Development: $16,765
 ♦ Transfer to Fire: 
$108,591

 ♦Transfer to 911: 
$33,589

 ♦ Transfer to Landfill: 
$2,824

See AUCTION, A8

“ ... Citizens are waking up and are not sleeping sheep anymore. If we do not 
speak up about our rights, our freedoms, then we are failing our children and 

our grandchildren and I, we, refuse to do that.”

Tonya Rogers

“You guys are managing close to $37 
million. If you think you’re not going 
to be scrutinized, I’m letting you know 
you will be scrutinized. That is a lot of 
money. … I’m sorry the job comes with 
criticism, but that’s what you signed 

up for. I hope you won’t take your time 
to chastise us coming and taking our 

time to voice an opinion to you.”

Ruth Fant

See CITIZENS, A3

See BONUSES, A3

Catoosa County government

Catoosa County citizen Ruth Fant speaks at the Nov. 15 commission meeting to let commissioners know she would 
continue to keep a close eye on what they do.


