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Community
A special 
Thanksgiving service 
brings the community 
together to express 
the importance of 
gratitude.

Community
World War II Diary: Remembering 
Thanksgiving 1943 ... 75 years later. 
Donnie Hudgens reflects on Norman 
Rockwell’s “Refugee Thanksgiving” 
cover for the Saturday Evening 
Post.

Gordon Grown
Local 4-H members and 
alumni have a strong showing 
at the North American 
International Livestock 
Exposition.

A2 A3 B5

Covering Calhoun, Fairmount, Ranger, Oakman, Plainville, Sugar Valley, Resaca and the unincorporated areas of Gordon County since 1870

Index

www�calhountimes�com

facebook�com/calhountimes

@calhountimes

and Gordon County News

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Young  
Artists

This artwork is from Ash-
worth Middle School stu-
dent Ava Perez, an eighth-
grader� 

This artwork is from Ash-
worth Middle School stu-
dent Lexi Rampley, an 
eighth-grader� 

EVENT

Sharion’s Silk Flower Outlet, LLC
Stewart Wholesale Flowers

905 Lovers Lane Road, SE   Calhoun Ga.  30701  •  706-625-5519  •  800-465-8468

10% OFF STOREWIDE

20% OFF ALL TREES
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Monday-Thursday 9am-6pm   

 Friday-Saturday 9am-5pm Sunday 1pm-5pm

First 30 

Customers 

Receive A 

FREE GIFT!

WHOLESALE 

& RETAIL 

FLORAL 

SUPPLIES

Gifts for 
Grands now 
accepting 
donations
 ♦ Celebrating their 

third year, volunteers 
wrap and prepare to 
deliver gifts to 
residents of local 
health care centers.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

This year, the annual Gifts 
for Grands donation drive 
will be hosted by Missy Barn-
hart Bingiel, Susan Stanley 
and Shannon Beavers, the 
three sisters who started it 
all just a few years ago.

According to Bingiel, they 
started this charity event in 
2016 to honor their mother, 
an Alzheimer’s patient who 
died of cancer, and father, 
who is a current resident of 
the Gordon County Health 
and Rehabilitation.

When their dad got placed 
at the Gordon location years 
ago, all three of them decided 
to do something to make hol-
idays special for him and his 
fellow residents.

For this drive, the three sis-
ters are partnering with Gor-
don County Health Care, and 
starting this year, will also 
be working with Chatsworth 
Health Care, where they will 
be delivering hand-wrapped 
gifts to each of their residents, 
Bingiel said. 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

After seven people spoke against a 
rezoning request by John and Bran-
don Ross, who were seeking approval 
to build six chicken houses on Blalock 

Road to grow their, during a public 
hearing earlier this week, the appli-
cation failed following consideration 
by Gordon County commissioners. 

The applicants’ proposal was pre-
sented at Tuesday’s commission 
meeting and followed by neighbors of 
the discussed property who claimed 
this rezoning could threaten their 
livelihoods.

The request wanted to change 
90.34 acres on Blalock Road from 

A-1 land to conditional use prop-
erty. If approved, the property 
would be used to build six chicken 
houses to expand the Ross Farm and 
would require minimal deforesta-
tion, according to the applicants’ 
counsel Terry Brumlow. The houses 
would not be mega houses, though 
they would be larger than the stan-
dard size, and they would be at least 
500 feet from any nearby residents, 
Brumlow said. 

Marvin Blalock, who has lived 
in the area since 1944, said if the 
rezoning was approved, his honey 
bee business would be destroyed.

“I can’t afford to lose thirty to forty 
hives of honey bees, it would put me 
out of business,” said Blalock, who 
explained that ammonia from the 
chicken farm would disorient his 
bees and kill their colonies.

Board rejects rezoning
 ♦ In other actions, Gordon 

commissioners approve a 
Service Delivery Agreement.

See REZONING, A2

See GRANDS, A7

King Street Market owner Denise Stripling stands in the flower 
room of the Victorian home where she runs the market� Stripling 
also arranges flowers for weddings she coordinates� / Liz Crumbly 

By Liz Crumbly
Community Correspondent 

Denise Stripling has had a vision for health-
ier families in Calhoun for quite some time.

The local businesswoman has long been a 
fixture on the wedding and catering scene, 
but since she launched her first food ser-
vice venture from the old Victorian house 
at 212 King St. back in 2008, she has looked 
for a way to provide families with a way to 
eat healthier and be together at mealtime. 

The result of her dream is King Street Mar-
ket, a take-home food service, which she 
began in the spring of 2017.

Stripling’s initial foray into serving the pub-
lic from the house began 10 years ago when 
she ran a small restaurant there with a prix 
fixe menu. Part of the reason she waited to 
launch the Market was the fact that she felt 
the timing needed to be right for the concept.

“King Street Market is something I wanted to 
do from day one,” she says. “I just didn’t think 
that Calhoun was ready for it 10 years ago. 
With Blue Apron, Hello Fresh — those sorts of 
things — being the norm now, I thought it was 
more of something that people would accept.”

Market grows from vision to life
 ♦ King Street Market is now a hub 

for healthy eating, driven by the 
vision of owner Denise Stripling. 

See MARKET, A7

Mid-construction for microbrewery

ABOVE: A view of the future Coosa Valley Brewery Co� 
mid-construction from Park Avenue� 
RIGHT: Andrew Tierce got the green light for development 
of his Coosa Valley Brewing Co� microbrewery from the 
Calhoun Council in September�

LEFT: Celvin Orozco smooths out the concrete around a 
floor drain for the microbrewery coming to Calhoun� Terry 
Bryant says a team has been working on the floors for the 
past couple of weeks�

Photos by Alexis Draut


