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Cedartown First United 
Methodist Church invites 
the community to come 
out and the Christmas 
season with them with 
their opening event of 
the season. They’ll hold 
a Christmas Concert 
featuring the church choir 
on Dec. 9 at 11 a.m., their 
annual Blue Christmas 
service on Dec. 23 at 
11 a.m., Christmas Eve 
services at 6 and 11 p.m. 
on Dec. 24, and much 
more through the holiday 
season. Contact the 
church at 770-748-4731 
for more information, or 
visit cedartownfumc.org. 
The church is located at 
the corner of Wissahickon 
Ave. and North College 
Street in Cedartown. 

Rockmart Presbyterian 
Church Hope and Healing 
Service will be held this 
Sunday, Dec. 16 at 5 
p.m. This is a time to 
remember loss, grief, 
and struggle during the 
Christmas Season so that 
comfort and support may 
be received. Readings, 
lighting of candles, 
anointing, and prayer 
are offered. The church 
is located at 306 S. Marble 
St., Rockmart.

Join New Harmony 
Baptist Church for their 
Living Singing Christmas 
Tree show “Peace Has 
Come” at 951 Prior Station 
Road, Cedartown this 
Saturday, Dec. 15 at 7 
p.m., and following again 
this Sunday, Dec. 16 at 5 
p.m. Call 470-717-5366 for 
free tickets. Come join in a 
community celebration of 
the birth of Jesus Christ. 
The Cedartown Cavalry 

See CALENDAR, A12
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Staff reports

With a historical 14-0 record, 
Rockmart High’s football team has 
earned the right to compete at the 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium for the title 
of state champions. The win would be 
the school’s first since the 1950’s, and 
the chance to be etched into Rockmart 
history is on the line. Pressure may be 
mounting, but win or lose, the players 
have support from local community 
members and school staff.

“They’ve been a great group of kids,” 

Assistant Principal and Athletic Director 
Barry Williams said of the players. “This 
senior group, there’s 16 of them, they’ve 
shown great leadership. It’s a really 
great reward for them, at this point, 
to get to go to state championship and 
play game 15-- and be 14-0 going that 
way. It’s exciting for the community, 
and I want them to realize that the 
community has been such a great asset 
to us. This year, they’ve been behind 
us every game from preseason and 
on. But congratulations to the team. 
Coach Parson and his staff have done 

a great job and we look forward to it.”
Rockmart High Principal Robin 

Teems also offered a word on the team 
and highlighted some of the events the 
school has done to honor the players.

“They’re all a band of brothers,” 
Teems said. “I’ve never seen a group 
work so closely together and seem 
to care so much about each other. 
It shows-- we’re 14-0. We’ve had 
pep rallies and they’re the grand 
masters in the Christmas parade. 
We’re encouraging the community 
to come out to the parade and support 

the jackets. Tuesday night, we thought 
about a pep rally, but the coach wanted 
to take them out so they could relax, 
so they’re going to dinner and a movie 
Tuesday night. (This) Wednesday 
morning we’re having a community 
send off with the police, the fire, 
and the community. I feel good 
very good about the game, they’re 
a great team, they play well together, 
they’re well coached, and they’re just 
a good group.”

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The City of Rockmart had a goal 
to meet before they hit the holiday 
season. A promise was made to get 
up string lights over Marble Street in 
the first phase of a project to brighten 
downtown during the night hours 
year round. 

Rockmart’s Stacey Smith, who 
heads up the city’s Department of 
Community Development, said it 
was her hope the lights would come 
in and be up in time to shine down 
on the city as Santa came to town 
late last week. 

It all worked out as if Hollywood 
had come to town with a script in 
hand and creating something for 
cable. The undefeated Yellow Jacket 
football team marched at the front 
of this year’s parade right behind 
police cars clearing the way, and one 
moment it was darker than normal 
over Marble Street. In the blink of 
an eye, downtown Rockmart’s nights 
just got brighter. 

The lights came on over Rockmart 
thanks to Atkins Electric, which 
Smith said did the heavy lifting of 
installation of strands of lights over 
South Marble Street, which aren’t 
completely done yet but will be 
added to in the weeks to come. The 
electricians got up on ladders to flip 
the switches for the first time, creating 
a holiday miracle completed by Santa 
Claus riding in on a fire truck and 
turning on the tree in front of the 
Rockmart History Museum for 2018. 

“They save our town and created 
a scene from a Hallmark Christmas 
movie,” Smith said in a text. “They 
went above and beyond.”

Rockmart’s Christmas Parade 
through downtown wrapped up 
the latest holiday events for the 
community despite wet weather 
threatening the event followed by 
a performance from members of the 
Rockmart Community Chorus at the 
tree lighting. 

Parade winners weren’t yet 
announced at press time over the 
weekend, but should be available 
this week on Polkstandardjournal.
com, along with many more photos 
from this year’s parades in Rockmart 
and Cedartown. 

The winners however for the annual 
Christmas celebration on Main Street 
in Cedartown were announced late 
last week. 

Hundreds lined the street on 
Thursday, Dec. 6 for their “Blue 
Christmas” theme for 2018 saw the 
Church division headed up in first 
place by New Hope Baptist Church, 
followed by Pine Bower Baptist 
Church in second and Southside 
Baptist Church in third place. 

The Open Division winners 
included first place for the Williamson 
Family, second place for Kaleidoscope 
Polk, and third place going to Angel 
Farm. 

Most Outstanding in Cedartown’s 
parade went to the Bold and Beautiful 
Red Hatters, who created their float 
in honor of John L. Mobbs. 

Cedartown’s parade was also 
capped off by Santa, but the Christmas 
trees located in the park on South 
Main Street next door to Ideal Bakery 
went without a lighting ceremony 
this year as wet weather forced a 
cancellation of the event on Friday, 
Nov. 30. 

A Hallmark 

Christmas in Polk
Santa comes to town, lights go on in 

Rockmart for holidays during annual parades

Cedartown 
officials 

looking at 
liquor tax

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A change to the City of 
Cedartown’s alcohol ordinance 
is coming this week after press 
time when commissioners were 
expected to vote on instituting a 
tax on mixed drinks and shots that 
could have been instituted when 
liquor was first allowed locally. 

Cedartown Assistant City 
Manager Edward Guzman 
brought the ordinance change 
before the board and explained 
that it would only incur additional 
costs on drinks served in only a 
few restaurants within the city 
limits at 3 percent on liquor drinks. 

“What this does, it would 
institute a three percent excise 
tax on sales of liquor by the drink, 
which for example would be a 
shot of tequila or a margarita,” 
Guzman said. 

He further explained that the 
three percent would amount 
to around 21 cent based on his 
calculations, and that it was 
something other cities around 

Letters to Santa 
start in this 

week’s edition
Staff reports

Kris Kringle is getting ready 
for his annual ride with presents 
for good children around the 
globe in the next couple of 
weeks. But when jolly ol’ Saint 
Nick makes his trip with his 
nine reindeer, how does he 
know what boys and girls want, 
especially here in Polk County? 

Santa Claus turns to the 
Standard Journal this time of 
year to help with that problem. 

This week and next, we 
present our readers both locally 
and one in particular at the 
North Pole with our annual run 
of letters to Santa, and so far 
we’ve got quite a large amount 
of requests from youngsters in 
Polk County. 

So we implore our good friend 
Mr. Claus to pay close attention 
to what children are asking for 
this year, whether it be a brand 
new Playstation 4 console, or a 
stocking full of Shopkins. 

Additionally, we thank our 
local educators and parents 
for helping children make sure 
their message gets to Santa 
in a timely manner before 
Christmas arrives, and St. Nick 
is left guessing at what presents 
to bring to Polk County during 
his overnight ride. 

Think your letter might have 
been left out this week? Don’t 
worry. 

Any list Santa doesn’t get to 
see in this week’s edition will 
be included in the upcoming 
Dec. 19 edition as well.  

Turn to Page A6 of this 
week’s edition to begin reading 
letters. See PARADE, A2

See LIQUOR, A16

See ROCKMART, A2

Rockmart plays today for state 
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium

 ♦  3 percent excise 
locally proposed for 
shots, mixed drinks 
served in restaurants; 
would be around 21 
cents extra per drink

Children surrounded Santa Claus as he switched on the lights on the tree in 
front of the Rockmart History Museum on Friday, Dec. 7 to cap of the 2018 
Christmas Parade. / Kevin Myrick 

Rockmart’s Kaleb Shelton, Tyler Abrams, Dylan Bailey and C.J. Culver were among players at the front of the team 
marching in the 2018 Christmas Parade down Marble Street as the grand marshals in honor of their historic 14-0 
run to the state title game. / Kevin Myrick 


