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Alex Kelehear 
reaches 1,000 
career points 
for LaFayette 
hoopsters.
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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

By Rebecca Beitsch
The Pew Charitable Trusts/Stateline 

Mike Anderson was an 18-year-old 
freshman at Texas State University when 
he was busted with less than a gram 
of weed. Police arrested him, took his 
mugshot, and he spent the night in jail.

The legal consequences for being 
caught with such a small amount of 
marijuana — just enough for a joint or 
two — were minimal, but expensive. 
Prosecutors offered to drop the charges 
if he attended a drug program and did 
community service, and he could later 
get the record of his arrest expunged for 
about $500, wiping the history of his arrest 
from public view.

“After I got it expunged I thought it 
was pretty much a done deal,” he said of 
the order granted earlier this year.

But the next time he Googled his name, 
he realized the ordeal was far from over. 
His arrest photo was posted on Mugshots.
com. The page was one of the top results 
for anyone who might be looking for 
him. And as Anderson applied for 
internships — a graduation requirement 
for mechanical engineering majors — 
recruiters who initially seemed interested 
would offer the spot to someone else.

“It wasn’t right,” said Anderson, a 
junior, who asked that his real name 
not be used for fear of drawing further 
attention to his mugshot.

“I called [Mugshots.com] on the phone, 
and they told me basically the only way I 
could get the mugshot to come down was 
to pay a certain fine. Proof of expunction 
wasn’t valid.”

At a time when personal information 
can end up online and rocket around 

the globe in seconds, the estimated 78 
million Americans with criminal records 
are a rich target for websites that collect 
mugshots from police departments and 
sheriffs’ offices across the country and 
typically charge hundreds or thousands 
of dollars to have the photos removed. 
Even people who are arrested but never 
charged have their photos on the sites.

Since their business practices came 
to light in 2013, the websites have drawn 
the ire of state lawmakers who criticize 
them as exploitative. Texas is one of 18 
states with laws designed to help people 
like Anderson, cracking down on mugshot 
websites by banning them from charging 
removal fees, stemming the flow of 
mugshots from law enforcement agencies, 
or requiring that the postings be accurate.

But so far, the laws have been largely 
ineffective in providing relief to those 
whose photos are featured on the sites.

“They haven’t worked,” said Eumi 
Lee, a law professor at University of 
California-Hastings who has spent 
three years studying the effectiveness 
of mugshot laws for an upcoming legal 
review article to be published by Rutgers. 
“But they’ve had a bunch of unintended 
consequences.”

Mugshot websites have ignored the 
laws or quickly figured out ways to work 
around them, Lee said. In places where 
people can no longer pay to have photos 
deleted, they often have no remedy to get 
them removed. And once law enforcement 
releases the photos, they have little 
control over where they end up.

Mugshots.com, one of the biggest 
purveyors, has entries for nearly 30 
million people, including people in states 
that hoped to make it easier to have 
mugshots removed.

A Stateline review found evidence 
across the country of the laws’ 
inadequacy:

•Georgia twice tried to get mugshots 
off websites, first blocking sites from 
charging arrestees who were never 
convicted to have their pictures removed, 
and then requiring affidavits from any 
entity requesting law enforcement copies 
of mugshots. Still, Mugshots.com claims 
to have 2.3 million records from Georgia 
on its site, including entries for those 
arrested after the law took effect.

•California enacted a law in 2014 
barring mugshot companies from charging 
to remove photos. But even its sponsor 

Walker County Commissioner’s 
Office press release

Walker County 
Sole Commissioner 
Shannon Whitfield 
successfully repaid two 
Tax Anticipation Notes 
(TAN) before an end-of-
year deadline, saving 
the county an estimated 
$12,194 in interest.

Walker County 
borrowed $4 million 
from the Bank of 
LaFayette in January 
2017 and received a $4 
million line of credit 
from First Volunteer 
Bank of LaFayette 
in June to fund the 
county’s monthly 
operational expenses. 
The loans were 
necessary after the 
previous administration 
left Walker County more 
than $70 million in debt, 
with very little cash on 
hand and more than 
$3.5 million in past due 
bills on January 1.

Commissioner 
Whitfield pointed out 
the county actually 
borrowed less than 
originally estimated. 
“We projected we would 
need $8 million to meet 
our obligations for 2017. 
After restructuring 
some services to 
manage county 
government more 
efficiently, we only had 
to borrow $7.5 million,” 

Whitfield said.
Walker County 

made a $1 million 
payment on the Bank 
of LaFayette TAN on 
Nov.13 and a $2 million 
dollar payment on 
Dec. 12. Whitfield hand 
delivered checks to the 
Bank of LaFayette and 
First Volunteer Bank of 
LaFayette on Dec. 22to 
pay off the remainder of 
both loans.

A $5 million 
TAN from an out-of-
town bank obtained 
in 2016 by former 
Commissioner Bebe 
Heiskell cost the county 
$258,393 in fees and 
interest. Whitfield 
affirmed, “Walker 

County borrowed $7.5 

million in 2017 from 

two local financial 

institutions, receiving 

lower fees and favorable 

interest rates that added 

up to $135,133. Banking 

local saved the county 

$123,260 compared to 

the previous year’s TAN 

loan.”
Whitfield anticipates 

another TAN won’t be 
needed until summer 
2018. “As we continue 
to make progress to 
return Walker County to 
solid financial footing, I 
hope to end the process 
of borrowing money 
for regular day to day 
operations by 2020.”

County repays its 
$7.5 million TAN

Fight against mugshot sites 

has shown little success

Eighteen states (in green) have laws that 

restrict websites that post mugshots online, 

whether by banning them from charging for 

removal, by stemming the flow of mugshots 

or by requiring that postings are accurate.

These states regulate internet mugshots

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

Walker County has signed a three-
year agreement with CHI Memorial 
to be the county’s health provider.

Commissioner Shannon Whitfield 
announced the agreement during his 
Dec. 28 commissioner’s meeting.

The agreement will ensure health 
care for about 400 county employees 
and their families.

CHI Memorial will begin 
providing services for the county on 

Jan. 2, 2018.
Whitfield said the county has 

had the onsite clinic for a number 
of years. It was operating four-and-
a-half days per week.

Whitfield, during his Dec. 
14 meeting, announced that the 
agreement between the county and 
provider Southern Clinic Solutions 
would end on Dec. 29. Whitfield 
then tabled the matter and did not 
name the new provider until the 

CHI Memorial becomes 
the health care partner 
for Walker County and 
LaFayette employees 

CHI Memorial will be the county’s new health care provider. (Contributed photo)

Partners, page A3

Mugshots, page A9

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com 

Chickamauga is 
not quite the small 
sleepy town of years 
past that locals liken to 
Mayberry. 

There are now four 
— yes four — four-way 
traffic lights in this 
mini-metropolis of 
3,101 souls (according 
to the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s 2016 
estimate).

Chain franchises 

have opened 

restaurants: 

McDonalds, Huddle 

House, Hardees, 

Domino’s, Subway, 

Pizza Hut —  and a 

Wendy’s is on the 

way. Advance Auto 

and O’Reilly’s have 

replaced the long gone 

downtown Western 

Auto Store. Two Dollar 

General and a Fred’s 

have filled a void left by 

general merchandise 

retailers. A new and 

busy Ace Hardware 
will soon have Medi-
Thrift Pharmacy as 
a neighbor. Grocery 
stores Food Lion and  
Chappell’s (formerly 
Shop-Rite) serve the 
city and surrounding 

communities. 
And while changes 

large and small seem to 
occur like clockwork, 
one thing remain 
constant and unique: 
residents pay no 
property taxes.

A new and improved 
edition of the venerable 
Gordon Lee Memorial 
High School will open 
soon. But its multi-
million cost is paid for 
with school taxes and 
state money, not by the 
city government. 

In fact, the first 
class to graduate from 
the new school may be 
the last group whose 
parents paid property 
taxes as it was in 
2000 — 18 years ago — 
that the city council 
eliminated annual 
levies on property.

City Manager 
Micheal Haney 
said the city has an 
operating budget that 
projects about $1.5 

Chickamaugans live in a no-tax town
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