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Top: Gordon Central’s Har-
rison Benton gets the start 
on the mound at home 
against Christian Heritage 
to start the season Tuesday 
in an 18-5 loss for the War-
riors. above: Benton stares 
down a Christian Heritage 
batter from the mound. 
left: Gordon Central’s Tre 
Williams slides into third 
base with a run-scoring 
triple early in the game.
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Top: Calhoun shortstop 
Dante Morton stares down 
the Dalton runner just before 
tagging him out at second. 
The Jackets defeated Dalton 
11-4 at home Monday eve-
ning in non-region play. 
above: Pitcher Bryse Ingle 
helps himself and the Jackets 
as he denies a Catamount 
runner the score at home. 
right: Ingle looks in for the 
sign early in the game. Ingle 
pitched six strong innings, al-
lowing only two runs on sev-
en hits and a pair of walks.
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By Howard Fendrich
Associated Press

Juan Soto and Trea Turner both will be 
key cogs in the Washington Nationals line-
up this season, 20-something hitting stars 
who are coming off top-seven finishes in 
NL MVP voting.

They also are both keen on improving 
their defense — Turner at shortstop, Soto 
as he moves from left field to right.

And both could be cornerstones for the 
club’s future if they eventually agree to 
long-term deals, which the Nationals have 
tried to make happen, so far unsuccessfully.

Turner, 27, has two years left before he 
can become a free agent; Soto, still just 
22, has four.

Both were asked Tuesday via video con-

ference after Washington’s first full-squad 
workout in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
about their contract status and thoughts 
about the future.

Soto was coy — “I just try to come here 
and play baseball; I don’t think about any 
of that,” he said — and Turner was, well, 
more forthcoming.

“I would love to play here, and any time 
that guy is on your team, I definitely don’t 
want him on the other team. So let’s keep 
him as long as possible. ... It goes without 
saying that we’d love to play with each oth-
er for a long time. We push each other,” 
Turner said.

“I would love to play my entire career 
here. I would love for him to play his en-
tire career here,” Turner said. “But we’ll 
see. Those are big, big questions.”

‘What a duo’: Soto, Turner key 
to Nationals lineup, future


