
By Joe Legge
Walker County government

Walker County’s growing reputa-
tion as an outdoor adventure des-
tination just received a boost from 

regional travel industry professionals. 
Northwest Georgia’s Historic High 
Country Travel Association (HHCTA) 
recognized Walker Rocks with the 
2018 Award for Association Excel-
lence for Best Marketing Campaign.

Walker Rocks, a partnership 
between the Walker County Cham-
ber of Commerce and Walker County 
Government, highlights the scenic 
and stunning destinations available in 
the county for rock climbing, caving, 
kayaking, hiking, biking and other 
outdoor experiences. The campaign 
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Walker, LaFayette recognized for outstanding tourism efforts
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The Friends of the LaFay-
ette-Walker County Library 
recently donated a check for 
$8,000 to the library.

The money was raised 
throughout the year during 
community fundraisers, busi-
ness and individual dona-
tions, and memberships.

“The money donated today 
will go to help fund projects 
and programs used through-
out the year,” Library Man-
ager Tim York said.

Friends President Rachel 
Oesch Willeford said the 
organization hosts several 
fundraisers to raise money 
for the library. “We have an 
adults-only evening event 
each year with a silent and 
live auction, we host a prin-
cess party and ‘Cocoa with 
Santa’ each year, and this 
year we added a fall wreath 
fundraiser. All of these events 
are run by community vol-
unteers who donate their 
time, talents, and money to 
the library.”

For more information about 
the Friends of the LaFayette-
Walker County Library, con-
tact Rachel Oesch Willeford 
at 706-200-8099 or rache-
loeschwilleford@gmail.com.

SkillsUSA sends 48 to state competition at GNTC

By Don Foley
GNTC

Twenty-eight high schools 
from across Northwest Geor-
gia competed in the SkillsUSA 
Region 1 Qualifying Competi-
tion hosted by Georgia North-
western Technical College on 
Nov. 30. Hundreds of competi-
tors represented their schools 
hoping to qualify for SkillsUSA 
Georgia being held in Atlanta 
in March.

Contestants placing first or 
second in their respective cat-
egories at the regional event 
earned a spot in the state 
competition in 2019. High-
school contestants competed 
in 25 different professional 

skill categories on the Walker 
County Campus of GNTC in 
Rock Spring.

The students who placed 
at the qualifier are as follows:

Advertising design
First place: Alexandra 

Almour, Lakeview Fort 
Oglethorpe High School

Second place: Hannah Alex-
ander, Heritage High School

Third place: Stone Nich-
olson, Gordon Central High 
School

Architectural drafting
First place: Norma Solis, 

Gilmer High School
Second place: Jakob Lig-

gins, Pepperell High School
Third place: Tristan Alver-

son, Heritage High School

Automotive refinishing
First place: Hunter Forsyth, 

Cedartown High School

Automotive service 

technology
First place: Caleb Batcliff, 

Northwest Georgia College 

and Career Academy
Second place: Andrew Hol-

lis, Cedartown High School
Third place: Jesse Taff, 

Rockmart High School

Cabinet making
First place: Spencer Young-

blood, Cedartown High School
Second place: Dalton Bray, 

Chattooga High School
Third place: Banks Hathcox, 

Calhoun High School
Carpentry
First place: Forrest Todd, 

Gilmer High School
Second place: Emmanual 

Cornejo, Cedartown High 
School

Third place: Jonathan Pear-
son, Model High School

Collision repair 

technology
First place: Piper Ramirez, 

Rockmart High School
Second place: Austin Led-

better, Cherokee High School
Third place: Johnny Angle, 

Cedartown High School
Cosmetology

First place: Faith Jenkins, 
Cass High School

Second place: Harmony 
Shaw, Cedartown High School

Third place: Jessica Forsyth, 
Adairsville High School

Early childhood 
education
First place: Jada McGill, 

Model High School
Second place: Kaitlin Bos-

tick, Coosa High School
Third place: Aspen Burton, 

Murray County High School

Electrical construction 
wiring

First place: Cody McNeese, 
Gordon Central High School

Second place: Steven Var-
gas, Coosa High School

Third place: Logan Cundiff, 
Chattooga High School

Esthetics
First place: Estefania Segura, 

Cass High School
Second place: Reagan 

Brown, North Murray High 
School

Third place: Sandra Dan-

iel, Cedartown High School

Extemporaneous 

speaking
First place: Sasha Mel-

bourne, Cherokee High School
Second place: Kendell 

Arnold, Cass High School
Third place: Clara Smith, 

Gilmer High School

First aid/CPR
First place: Emilie Leyssens, 

Dalton High School
Second place: Courtney 

Burchfield, Northwest Georgia 
College and Career Academy

Third place: Ethan Lester, 
Cedartown High School

Graphic communications
First place: Taylor Harris, 

Armuchee High School

Job interview
First place: Emma Long, 

Pickens High School
Second place: Savannah 

Martin, Cass High School
Third place: Lincoln Puryear, 

Murray High School

Competition 
determines best of 
NW Georgia high 
school specialists

By Jasmine Rothman
jasmineroserothman@gmail.com

The first week of December this 
year, people around the world are 
celebrating the eight-day festival 
known as Hanukkah, or the Festi-
val of Lights. The name of the holi-
day comes from the Hebrew word 
(Chanukah), meaning “Dedication” 
or “Consecration.”

Although according to Jewish cus-
tom it is considered a minor holiday, 
Hanukkah has become, alongside 
Passover and Purim, one of the most 
beloved Jewish holidays.

In the year 168 B. C. E, Syrian King 
Antiochus Epiphanes sent soldiers 
to Jerusalem, where the Syrians des-
ecrated the temple – one of the holi-
est places for Jews at this time. The 
king also outlawed observance of 
the Shabbat, or Sabbath, festivals, 
and circumcision, instead setting up 
altars for the Greek gods. The Jews 
were given an ultimatum: convert 
or be put to death. On the 25th day 
of the Hebrew month of Kislev, the 
temple was renamed and dedicated 
to the Greek god, Zeus. The Jews led 
a resistance movement and although 
they were outnumbered, they won 

two major battles against the Syrians.
This is why the festival is known 

as Chanukah, or dedication. It is 
named in commemoration of the 
rededication of the temple follow-
ing the Greek occupation of said holy 
place. Today, it is celebrated as a 
reminder for modern Jews to reded-
icate themselves to keep the flame 
of Judaism alive and “live Jewish” 
for years and generations to come.

Legend has it that when the Jews 
re-entered the temple to reclaim it, 
they immediately relit the ner tamid 
or “eternal light,” which burned con-
stantly in the temple and is still cel-
ebrated in synagogues today. There 
was only one bottle of oil left in the 
temple, however, which normally is 
only enough to light it for one day. 
They sent a messenger out to retrieve 
more oil, but it took him eight days 
to complete this task. To their sur-
prise, the eternal light continued 
to burn for all eight days until the 
messenger returned.

Today, Hanukkah is celebrated 
for eight days in remembrance of 
this. Jews around the world light the 
Menorah, a candelabra with eight 
candles. A candle is lit every night of 
the festival. Originally, gifts were not 

given, but in the early 1900s, Jews 
began to add gift-giving to Hanuk-
kah celebrations. It is celebrated 
through traditional foods such as 
braised brisket and latkes (potato 
pancakes), games such as dreidel, 
and the exchanging of gifts.

Here in the Chattanooga and North 
Georgia area, the Jewish commu-
nity is quite close knit, being small 
in numbers. During the weeks of 
Hanukkah, there were several din-
ners, including a dinner at Mizpah 
Congregation on Friday, Dec. 7. 
Everyone brought their menorahs 
and lit them together. There was also 
a handmade menorah contest, dur-
ing which many people got to display 
their creative side while celebrating 
the beloved festival of lights.

For more information about 
Hanukkah and Judaism, contact 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Chattanooga at federation@jewish-
chattanooga.com or visit jewishchat-
tanooga.com.

Hanukkah: The Festival of Lights

See SKILLSUSA, A8

Shown at Thursday’s awards are (from 
left) Mayor Andy Arnold (City of LaFay-
ette), Kevin Langston (Georgia Depart-
ment of Economic Development), 
Scott Underwood (City of LaFayette) 
and Lacey Wilson (Walker County 
Chamber of Commerce) / Contributed See TOURISM, A3
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Mizpah Congregation came together, everyone bringing their own menorah, and lit the candles together at their 
celebration on December 7. /Jasmine Rothman


