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The Rockmart Library 
has several summer events 
happening that invite chil-
dren, teenagers and adults 
to visit the library at 316 
N. Piedmont Ave. The 
Floyd County ECO Cen-
ter will be on hand for a 
presentation June 29 at 
11 a.m. For more informa-
tion call 770-684-3022.

The Polk County His-
torical Society is hosting 
Children’s Story Time on 
Thursdays in June and 
July. Different storytell-
ers hold free story times 
at the museum starting at 
11:30 a.m. every Thursday. 
The Polk County Histori-
cal Society Museum is lo-
cated at 117 West Ave. in 
Cedartown.

Anna Kresge UMC is 
sponsoring a clothing give-
away for children ages 5 
and under on the first 
Thursday of each month. 
The next one is scheduled 
for July 7 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at McBrayer Furni-
ture Co., 502 Main St., 
Cedartown.

The Good Neighbor 
Center Food Pantry, 71 
Woodall Road, Cedar-
town, is open the second 
and fourth Sunday of each 
month from noon to 3 p.m. 
for anyone in need of food 
assistance. The pantry is 
located next to the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church. 
For more information 
call 678-901-9184.

Cedartown Seventh-
day Adventist Church, 71 
Woodall Road, Cedartown, 
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From staff  reports

Republicans across North-
west Georgia celebrated Friday 
as the announcement that the 
U.S. Supreme Court had over-

turned the 1973 
Roe v. Wade rul-
ing on abortion.

“The Consti-
tution does not 
confer a right to 
abortion,” As-
sociate Justice 
Samuel  Al i to 
stated in the 6-3 
ruling in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Wom-
en’s Health Or-
ganization. “The 
authority to reg-
ulate abortion is 
returned to the 
people and its 
elected repre-
sentatives.”

The case ex-
amined a Missis-
sippi law banning 
abortion after 15 
weeks. Five of the 
justices — Alito, 
Clarence Thom-
as, Neil Gorsuch, 
Brett Kavanaugh, 
and Amy Coney 
Barrett) — con-
curred with Ali-
to’s opinion.

Chief Justice 
John Roberts 
wrote a concur-
ring opinion that 
upheld the Mis-
sissippi ban on 
abortions after 
15 weeks but ar-
gued the court 
should not have 
overturned Roe. 

Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia 
Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan 
dissented.

In Georgia, that means the 
state will move to put into ef-
fect the “heartbeat law” Gov. 
Brian Kemp pushed through 
the General Assembly. Passed 
in 2019, it prohibits most abor-
tions after the detection of a 
fetal “heartbeat,” typically 
around the sixth week of a 
pregnancy, before many wom-
en know they are pregnant.

A U.S. District Court ruling 
in 2020 deemed the Georgia 
law unconstitutional, putting 
it on hold.

The state appealed to the 
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. The appellate court said 
it would hold off on a decision 
until the Supreme Court ruled 
definitively in the Dobbs case.

“The 11th Circuit Court of 

From Contributed Reports

A group of 35 Polk County fifth- and 
sixth-grade students recently returned 
from a five-day trip that included a va-
riety of activities and events that will 
help them become a better person.

Polk County Cloverleaf 4-H members 
attended Cloverleaf Summer Camp at 
Fortson 4-H Center in Hampton from 
June 13-17, providing them with an 
outdoor summer program unparal-
leled in the nation.

An array of workshops offers a hands-
on experience that makes learning fun. 
Of course, swimming, nature hikes, 
indoor and outdoor recreation time 
make sure that our week at camp 
was fun-filled from beginning to end!

Adult volunteers for the week were 
Tiffany Gibson and Ezekiel Smith. 
Teen Leaders were Anna Prince and 
Minnes Smith.

Classes included swimming, archery, 
canoeing, “farm to plate,” herpetolo-
gy, zipline and climbing wall, and low 
ropes for team building and coopera-
tion. Campers also were given a tour of 

the Atlanta Motor Speedway and the 
Army Aviation Heritage Foundation, 
as well as a day at White Water park.

Every Georgia 4-H camp offers 
great adventure, friendships, and fun, 
and all seek to develop the camper’s 
four “H’s” — Head, Heart, Hands and 
Health — to make him or her a bet-
ter person.

For more information on the Polk 
County 4-H program call the Polk 
County Extension Office at 770-749-
2142 or e-mail polk.extension@uga.
edu. Polk County’s 4-H leaders are 
Dora Williams, Crystal Hollis and 
Gibson Priest.

By Aimee Madden
City of Cedartown

Escue Rodgers had a tradition 
of winning. He nurtured success 
after success, cultivating an ath-
letic program that yielded champi-
ons. Not just shiny gold and silver 
trophies, not just a lengthy line of 
wins in the column, but a legacy 
of determination and excellence.

For the most part, Rodgers and 
his athletes excelled without help. 
They did it without much rec-
ognition. They did it with very 
little equipment. Rodgers was 
head coach and athletic director 
at Cedar Hill High School from 
1945 until the late 60s. “He was 
a beacon of light for us,” recalled 

Cedar Hill alumni Terry Nelson.
Nelson, class of 1959, played 

football from 8th grade through 
12th grade under Rodgers’ lead-
ership. “He was a beacon not only 
for athletics but also academics. 
Coach carried us places, gave us 
experiences we would have never 
had otherwise. He’d carry a car-
load to Atlanta to watch a game 
and showed us how to scout.”

Nelson also said that he kept 
close tabs on his players, check-
ing on them nightly to make sure 
they were home. “I remember 
going to the West Cinema. We’d 
leave from the theater late at night 
and we’d see his car circling the 

From staff  reports

A Rockmart man re-
mained in jail without bond 
after a large amount of 
cash and drugs were found 
in the sports SUV he was 
driving that wrecked fol-
lowing a short pursuit by 
Polk County Police.

According to Polk Coun-
ty Police:

Jeffery Edward Hodges, 
35, was driving a white 2012 
Porsche Cayenne south on 
U.S. 27 near Lewis Road 
north of Cedartown on 

Friday afternoon when he 
was detected to be travel-
ing 84 mph in a 60 mph 
zone.

A Polk County officer 
attempted to conduct a 
traffic stop on the vehicle, 
but Hodges continued to 
lead police on a shorter 
chase that ended a little 
farther south when the 
vehicle wrecked near the 
intersection of U.S. 27 and 
Lake Creek Road.

H o d g e s  w a s  t a k e n 
into custody without in-
cident and the ensuing 

investigation uncovered 
$59,138 and around 100 
ecstasy pills.

Also seized were approx-
imately six ounces of sus-
pected cocaine, approxi-
mately eight ounces of 
suspected marijuana, 25 
prescription pills and a 
9mm Glock 26 handgun.

Hodges is charged with 
felony counts of fleeing 
or attempting to elude a 
police officer, possession 
of marijuana, possession 

Rodgers getting his place among local greats

Cash, drugs found after short car chase

SCOTUS 
overturns 
Roe v. Wade

Contributed

Cedartown native and sculptor Julia 
Knight works on the clay mock-up of 
the bronze statue of Escue Rodgers 
which will be unveiled Saturday at the 
Polk County Walk of Fame.

Contributed

A group of Polk County Cloverleaf 4-H’ers recently attended Cloverleaf Summer Camp at Fortson 4-H Center in Hamp-
ton. The fifth- and sixth-grade students were joined by adult volunteers and teen leaders during the week-long camp.

Rep. 
Marjorie  
Greene

Polk County Police

Officers recovered over $50,000 in cash along with several 
different drugs after a Rockmart man wrecked a vehicle north 
of Cedartown following a short pursuit by Polk County police.

Georgia expected 
to put ‘heartbeat 
law’ into effect
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Polk 4-H’ers attend 
summer camp

Above: A group of Polk County Clo-
verleaf 4-H’ers travel in a canoe as 
part of the Coverleaf Summer Camp. 
Left: Cloverleaf 4-H members get 
hands-on experience while at sum-
mer camp, including learning more 
about farming and agriculture.

A statue of the former Cedar Hill coach and mentor will 
be unveiled Saturday at the Polk County Walk of Fame.
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