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Young 
Artists

From the 
newsroom

By Joanna Aparicio, a stu-
dent at Gordon Central 

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Daniel 

Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.com. 

Out of an abundance of 

caution The Calhoun Times 

office is temporarily closed. 

Please contact us at the 

following phone numbers or 

email addresses so we may 

assist you.

Newsroom:

Phone: 706-766-3777

Email: calhountimes@

calhountimes.com

Legal Ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: ctlegals@npco.com

Classified ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: beasterwood@

npco.com

Advertising:

Phone: 706-629-2231 — 

press 4 for advertising

Email: bsteele@

calhountimes.com or 

aperkins@calhountimes.com

Circulation/ 

Subscriptions:

Phone: 706-290-5200

Email: circulation@npco.

com

Mailing address for 

payments:

Calhoun Times

P.O. Box 1633

Rome, GA 30162

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Gov. Brian Kemp made a stop in Dalton on his 
“Wear a Mask” flyover tour Thursday morning. 
Joined by U.S. Surgeon General Vice Admiral 

Jerome M. Adams and Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey, Kemp urged Georgians to wear masks 
to help stop the spread of the coronavirus. He 
also stressed the importance of flu shots, hand-
washing and taking personal responsibility for 
slowing down the virus, particularly ahead of 
the July 4 holiday weekend.

“Just be responsible. If you’re out on a boat 
in the middle of the lake with your family or if 
you’re riding around by yourself in the car, we’re 
not saying you need to wear a mask. Let’s just 
be smart and be reasonable. Double down, and 

let’s get our numbers down,” Kemp said. “What 
we have to do is take individual responsibility 
and wear masks when you’re out in public.”

Thursday marked day two of the tour — Kemp 
and Toomey made stops in Columbus, Albany 
and Valdosta on Wednesday — and included 
stops in Augusta and Brunswick as well as Dal-
ton. The tour comes as the state continues to 
see a surge in the number of COVID-19 cases, 
reporting a record of 3,472 new cases in one 
day on Thursday.

 ♦ The governor said Thursday that 
Georgians should take individual 
responsibility and wear a mask when 
out around others. 

State of 
Industry 
goes 
online

 ♦ Mannington Mills 
CEO Russell Grizzle will 
be the keynote speaker.

From staff reports

The Gordon County Cham-
ber of Commerce will present a 
State of Industry Virtual Zoom 
Webinar at 1 p.m. on Friday, 
July 24. AdventHealth Gordon 
is the signature sponsor of the 
event, which will feature Rus-
sell Grizzle, CEO of Mannington 
Mills, as the keynote speaker. 
The event is free to chamber 

members and 
their guests, but 
registration for 
the virtual event 
will be required.

“We are ex-
cited to pres-
ent this legacy 
event and pro-
foundly grateful 
to AdventHealth 

Gordon for taking the lead as 
signature sponsor. This will be 
the chamber’s first major event 
since COVID-19 compelled the 
cancellation of our regular cal-
endar and the hospital’s gen-
erosity has positioned us for 
a successful launch as we get 
back to business. The chamber 
is ready to start creating our 
new normal, as are so many 
of our members and partners,” 
said Kathy Johnson, president 
and CEO of the Gordon County 
Chamber of Commerce.

“We are thrilled to have Mr. 
Russell Grizzle, 
CEO of Manning-
ton Mills and a 
widely respect-
ed leader in the 
industrial sec-
tor, deliver the 
keynote,” she 
continued. “We 
are eager to hear 
the message he 
shares with our members and the 
business community at large.”

Grizzle joined Mannington in 
2010 as Chief Operating Officer 
and assumed the role of Presi-
dent and CEO two years later. 
He has spent most of his career 
in the flooring industry, start-
ing at Milliken & Co. Grizzle is 
past chairman of the Resilient 
Floor Covering Institute, the 
Carpet and Rug Institute and 
Georgia Textile Manufacturers’ 
Association. He earned his B.S. 
in chemical engineering from 
Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy and later attended the Ad-
vanced Management Program 
at Harvard Business School.

Mannington Mills employs ap-
proximately 3,600 people in its 
family of companies at manufac-
turing sites across the world, in 
the cities of: Salem, N.J.; Calhoun, 
Ga.; Dalton, Ga.; Madison, Ga.; 
San Jose, Calif.; Eustis, Fla.; High 
Point, N.C.; McAdenville, N.C.; 
and Coventry, United Kingdom.

By Taylor Baker
Special to the Calhoun Times

Tucked quietly behind 
Calhoun Seventh-Day Ad-
ventist Church on Rome 
Road lies Calhoun’s Rock 
Garden, well-known among 
locall for its beautifully de-
tailed, miniature cathedrals 
and landmarks.

Every structure is care-
fully crafted from stones, 
pebbles, shells, rocks, ce-
ramic tiles, glass and other 
material. The crafter goes 
by DeWitt Boyd, otherwise 
known as “Old Dog.” In 
2007, he and the Calhoun 
church formed a Garden 
Committee.

Boyd found his love for 
this hobby by creating rock 
villages for his children as 
a family game. Today, Old 
Dog’s children and grand-
children help him to keep 
up the Rock Garden.

To those of the church, 

the Rock Garden is a place 
of prayer. It is evident, to 
those who stroll through-
out the garden, that there 
is a sense of peace.

“My grandmother used to 
bring me and my siblings 
here. I remember her get-
ting emotional the first time 
we came,” said Calhoun 

resident Tyler Grantham, 
who added that he found 
the Rock Garden to be beau-
tiful and peaceful.

People from all over Gor-
don County and beyond 
come to visit the elegant 
Rock Garden. Visitors con-
tinue to be welcomed and 
encouraged during the 
worldwide pandemic.

Sarah Ostuw, director of 
the Gordon County Conven-
tion and Visitor’s Bureau, 
has not seen a decrease in 
visitation since the begin-
ning of COVID-19.

“People are leaning to-
ward outdoor activities 
more than they were be-
fore,” said Ostuw.

The garden is open to the 
public every day from of 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. For more 
information, visit the Rock 
Garden’s Facebook page or 
contact Calhoun Seventh 
Day Adventist Church at 
706-629-5470.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Dozens of small Confed-
erate flags at the Resaca 
Confederate Cemetery were 
pulled from the graves they 
marked and arranged to 
spell “STOP RACISM,” a 
Gordon County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy discovered 
Wednesday morning.

Deputy E.L. Kirby was pa-
trolling the area when she 
happened upon the scene.

Kirby took photos and 
observed, in addition to the 
message, flags crossed to 
form an X and others left 
on the ground. There was 
no damage to the property.

Kirby spoke to the care-
taker of the property, who 
said he had not seen any-
one there. The deputy then 
picked up the flags and re-
turned them to each of the 
headstones.

Rock Garden continues to welcome guests

‘STOP RACISM’ — Dozens of flags at 
Confederate cemetery rearranged

Kemp: Wear masks in public

Taylor Baker

The Colosseum-inspired piece is a favorite among visitors.

Taylor Baker

The Rock Garden features cathedrals and other structures.

Contributed

Some of the flags pulled up from the Resaca Confederate Cemetery were used to write 
the message “STOP RACISM.”

Taylor Baker

Details abound in the sculptures in the Rock Garden.
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