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County 
codes 
being 

updated

Marketing the historic: 
‘Gateway to the South’

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

In slightly more than 
30 minutes on July 12, 
Commissioner Shannon 
Whitfield conducted a pub-
lic hearing and regularly 
scheduled meeting.

The hearing concerned 
p r o p o s e d 
a m e n d -
m e n t s  t o 
county ordi-
nances. One 
w i l l  s h i f t 
jurisdiction 
o v e r  a n i -
mal control 
ordinances 
to the mag-
istrate court. 
Magistrate 
courts are 
established 
to  handle 
cases involv-
ing county 
laws, where 
a s  s t a t e 
l a w s  c a n 
be heard in 
either state 

or superior court.
Also, jury trials will only 

be brought before judges 
in state or superior court. 

Prosecuting attorneys are 
required to present cases 
in magistrate courts. And, 
as magistrate courts are 
not considered courts of 
record — court reporters do 
not make a written record 
of proceedings, only dis-
positions are archived — 
appeals are heard in supe-
rior court.

Changes in code language 
and jurisdiction proposed 
by County Attorney Matt 
Williamson are necessary 
to have local ordinances 
comply with state require-
ments. 

Another proposed change 
to the Walker County code 
of ordinances  will update 
language regarding envi-
ronmental issues related 
to soil erosion, sedimenta-
tion and pollution control.

The changes detailed 
during the public hearing, 
though slight, are required 
to bring the county into 
compliance with state law.

Amending the jurisdic-
tion for enforcement of 
county laws and wording 
of the environmental ordi-
nance will have a second 
hearing during Whitfield’s 
public meeting scheduled 
for July 26.

In other action, the com-
missioner approved spend-
ing $22,500 to perform 
overdue repairs to a roof 
over the detective division 
at the Sheriff’s Office Build-
ing that has been leaking 
for 5-6 years.

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

As it strives to attract busi-
nesses and industries, the Walker 
County Development Authority’s 
efforts expand on the real estates 
agent’s mantra of “location, loca-
tion, location.”

That is why the WCDA board 
of directors recently approved a 
new way of promoting the county 
to businesses looking to set up 
shop or, for those already here, 
to expand their presence.

The county’s commercial appeal 
is well known to locals.

Being minutes from Chattanooga 
and nearly equidistant from the 
region’s economic powerhouses of 
Atlanta, Birmingham and Nash-
ville is just one of the Authority’s 
marketing tools.

An ability to provide abundant 
water, competitively priced energy 

utilities, proximity to transporta-
tion — rail, barge, air and high-
way — these are pluses.

So too are states and local gov-
ernments willing to offer incen-
tive packages that can include 

tax abatements, infrastructure 
upgrades and a willingness to act 
as go-betweens when dealing with 
regulators.

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

 Law enforcement 
officers in Georgia are 
ready to put the hammer 
down on drivers who are 
hammering down on their 
gas pedal during the 
second annual “Operation 
Southern Shield” speed 
enforcement operation.

Walker County Sheriff 

Steve Wilson said his 
office will work with State 
and local law enforcement 
agencies during Operation 
Southern Shield to reduce 
incidents of speeding 
upon our highways and 
roads.

“If law enforcement 
can save one life during 
Operation Southern 
Shield through education 
or enforcement, the 

c a m p a i g n  w i l l  b e 
successful,” Wilson said.

After last year’s highly 
successful operation 
that  drew nat ional 
attention, Georgia will 
join neighboring states 
in Alabama, Florida, 
Tennessee and South 
Carolina in pulling over 
drivers who are breaking 
the law by traveling above 
the legal speed limit 
on interstates, major 
highways and local roads 
from Monday, July 16, 
through Sunday, July 22.

 “Our troopers are 
dedicated to participating 

i n  c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
enforcement efforts 
l i k e  O p e r a t i o n 
Southern Shield, that 
encourages motorists 
to drive safely and slow 
down,” said Colonel 
Mark W. McDonough, 
Commissioner of the 
Georgia Department 
of Public Safety. “Our 
main focus this week 
is  reducing crashes 
and providing a safer 
transportation experience 
for motorists traveling in 
our state.”

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Just in time for buying school 
supplies and back-to-school cloth-
ing, sales tax holidays have been 
announced for Alabama, Tennes-
see and Florida for 2018 — but not 
Georgia.

For the second year in a row, 
Georgia’s elected representatives 
refused to adopt legislation that 
would have exempted certain items 
from state and local taxes prior to 
the 2018-19 school year.

Tennessee has held such sales 
annually since 2006, while Ala-
bama and Georgia instituted tax-
free weekends in 2012. 

“We did not vote on any bill that 
would have provided a tax free holi-
day,” said State Rep. Steve Tarvin, 

R-Chickamauga. “It might have 
been hidden in the budget, but it 
never came to the floor.”

Tax-exempt items usually 
included clothing and footwear 
priced at less than $100, comput-
ers costing less than $1,000 and 
supplies that cost no more than 
$20 per item. 

Parents and students could save 
some money while checking off  
their back-to-school supply lists 
and teachers were able to stretch 
their dollars when buying items 
for classroom use.

Some say the state cannot afford 
losing tens of millions of dollars in 
sales tax revenue, but others say few 
shop only for exempt items and get-
ting customers into stores means a 
boost to sales of non-exempt goods.

While either  point can be argued, 

so too can the fact that those liv-
ing in Northwest Georgia are a few 
minutes from states where they 

can save some green. 

No back-to-school sales tax holiday for Ga. this year

Operation Southern Shield 
puts the brakes on speeding
Georgia joins four neighboring 
states in second annual weeklong 
speed enforcement operation

Trooper First Class 3 Jason Ballard and Tropper Cadet Carl Clayton (inside patrol car) will be part of the five-state 
speed enforcement “Southern Shield” that runs July 16-22. / Mike O’Neal

Georgians must go out of state in 2018 if they want to purchase back-to-
school items during a sales tax holiday

Shannon 

Whitfield

Matt 

Williamson

But nearby states will have three-day 
tax holidays beginning this weekend

See SCHOOL, A5

See SPEEDING, A7

See SOUTH, A9

Track repairs and upgrades are being made on the railroad line that 
passes between U.S. Highway 27 and Audia Plastics (white silos in back-
ground) at the county industrial park. / Mike O’Neal


